
Summer Roof & Gutter Tune-Ups: Prepare Your Treasure Valley Home for Fall 

As summer begins to wind down in Idaho's Treasure Valley, homeowners are busy squeezing in vacations, backyard 

barbecues, and family activities before cooler weather arrives. But before autumn leaves begin to fall and winter storms 

move in, now is the ideal time to give your roof and gutter system a seasonal tune-up. 

Many homeowners wait until they notice a leak or overflowing gutters before taking action. Unfortunately, by then, damage 

may already be occurring beneath the surface. A little preventative maintenance during the warm, dry months of late 

summer can help protect your home, extend the life of your roofing system, and save thousands of dollars in future 

repairs. 

Why Summer Is the Perfect Time 

The Treasure Valley experiences hot, dry summers followed by windy autumns and winters that can bring snow, 

freezing temperatures, and occasional ice buildup. Summer provides the safest and most favorable conditions for 

roof inspections and repairs. Roofing materials are dry, daylight hours are longer, and contractors typically have 

more flexibility before the busy fall season begins. 

Addressing minor issues now helps ensure your home is ready to withstand the weather changes that come with 

fall and winter. 

Inspect Your Roof 

Start by performing a visual inspection from the ground or with binoculars. Look for missing, curled, cracked, or 

damaged shingles. Pay special attention to areas around chimneys, skylights, vents, and roof valleys where leaks 

often begin. 

Inside your home, inspect your attic for water stains, mold, or signs of moisture intrusion. Even small leaks can 

lead to insulation damage, wood rot, and expensive structural repairs if left untreated. 

If your roof is more than 15 years old or has experienced hail, heavy wind, or storm damage over the past year, 

consider scheduling a professional inspection. Many roofing companies offer affordable inspections that can 

identify problems before they become emergencies.  

Clean and Check Your Gutters 

Gutters play a much bigger role than many homeowners realize. Their primary job is to direct rainwater safely 

away from your home's foundation, siding, landscaping, and roofline. 

During the summer, gutters often collect dirt, seed pods, pine needles, bird nests, and debris. Even partially 

clogged gutters can cause water to overflow during autumn rains, leading to fascia damage, foundation erosion, 

basement moisture, and roof deterioration. 

Remove debris by hand or with a scoop, then flush the gutters with a garden hose to ensure water flows freely 

toward the downspouts. Make sure downspouts discharge water several feet away from your home's foundation. 

While cleaning, inspect for loose fasteners, sagging sections, rust spots, separated joints, or leaks that should be 

repaired before the rainy season arrives. 

Trim Nearby Trees 

Newer Treasure Valley neighborhoods aren’t known for mature shade trees, but overhanging branches on older 

homes can become a problem for roofs and gutters. Trim branches that hang over your roof to reduce falling 

leaves, needles, and twigs. This also minimizes the risk of branches breaking during high winds and damaging 

shingles or gutters. Keeping trees trimmed also discourages squirrels, raccoons, and other wildlife from gaining 

easy access to your roof. 

 

 



Check Roof Flashing and Sealants 

Flashing is the thin metal material installed around chimneys, skylights, plumbing vents, and roof intersections. It 

creates a waterproof barrier that prevents leaks in some of the roof's most vulnerable areas. 

Over time, flashing can loosen or sealants may crack due to Idaho's extreme temperature swings. Inspect these 

areas carefully for gaps or deterioration and have damaged flashing repaired promptly. 

Replacing a small section of flashing today is far less expensive than repairing interior water damage later. 

Consider Gutter Guards 

If your property has several mature trees, installing gutter guards may reduce future maintenance. While they 

won't eliminate cleaning altogether, quality gutter protection systems help keep larger debris out while allowing 

water to flow freely. 

Homeowners should discuss available options with a reputable contractor to determine which system best fits 

their roof type and surrounding landscape. 

Don't Ignore Small Problems 

One loose shingle or a minor gutter leak may not seem urgent during the dry summer months, but Idaho's fall 

rains and winter snow can quickly turn a small issue into a major repair. 

Water infiltration can damage insulation, drywall, framing, and even your home's foundation. Preventative 

maintenance remains one of the most cost-effective investments homeowners can make. 

Peace of Mind Before the Seasons Change 

Your roof and gutters work together as your home's first line of defense against the elements. Giving them a little attention 

during the summer helps ensure they're ready for everything the Treasure Valley's changing seasons can deliver. 

Whether you tackle the maintenance yourself or hire a trusted professional, investing a few hours now can prevent costly 

surprises later. As temperatures cool and leaves begin to fall, you'll have peace of mind knowing your home is prepared to 

weather another Idaho autumn and winter with confidence. 

Arden “Chip” Anderson is the owner of the Anderson Property Group, Inc., a property inspection, repair & 

renovation and consulting firm in Star. 

986-226-5355 

arden@theandersonpropertygroup.com 
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