
Protecting Your Home: A Treasure Valley Homeowner's Guide to 
Pest Control 
As temperatures rise across the Treasure Valley, homeowners begin spending more time outdoors, opening windows, working 
in the yard, and enjoying their patios. Unfortunately, we're not the only ones becoming more active. Spring, summer, and early 
fall are prime seasons for many common household pests looking for food, water, and shelter. Fortunately, with a few 
preventive measures and regular home maintenance, you can greatly reduce the chances of unwanted visitors making 
themselves at home. 

Know Your Local Pests 

The Boise area is home to a variety of seasonal pests. Ants are among the most common nuisance insects, often entering 
homes through tiny foundation cracks in search of food and moisture. Wasps frequently build nests beneath eaves, decks, 
fences, and outdoor play equipment, while spiders become more noticeable as they follow other insects indoors. Earwigs, box 
elder bugs, elm seed bugs, and rodents are also common throughout the Treasure Valley, particularly as weather conditions 
change. Homes near agricultural areas or irrigation canals may experience increased pressure from mice, voles, and flying 
insects. 

Start with Prevention 

The most effective pest control strategy is preventing pests from entering your home in the first place. Begin with a thorough 
inspection of your home's exterior. 

Seal cracks in foundations, gaps around windows and doors, utility penetrations, and damaged weatherstripping. Repair torn 
window screens and ensure crawlspace and attic vents remain properly screened. Even openings as small as a quarter inch 
can allow rodents access to your home. 

Next, eliminate conditions that attract pests. Store firewood at least 20 feet away from the house and keep it elevated off the 
ground. Trim shrubs and tree branches so they don't touch your siding or roof. Dense vegetation provides convenient bridges 
for insects and rodents while trapping moisture against your home's exterior. 

Keep Moisture Under Control 

Many pests are attracted to damp environments. Repair leaking hose bibs, irrigation systems, and plumbing fixtures promptly. 
Make sure gutters and downspouts direct water away from the foundation and avoid allowing sprinkler systems to spray 
directly onto siding or foundation walls. 

Inside the home, inspect crawlspaces, basements, and utility rooms for signs of excess moisture or standing water. Proper 
ventilation and humidity control make these areas far less attractive to insects. 

Practice Good Sanitation 

Simple housekeeping habits go a long way toward pest prevention. Store pantry items in sealed containers, promptly clean 
food spills, and avoid leaving pet food out overnight. Regularly empty garbage containers and keep outdoor trash cans tightly 
covered. 

Yards also benefit from routine maintenance. Remove piles of leaves, grass clippings, and yard debris where insects and 
rodents may nest. Keeping your lawn healthy and well maintained reduces hiding places for many pests.  

Watch for Warning Signs 

Early detection can prevent a minor issue from becoming a major infestation. Watch for ant trails, rodent droppings, gnaw 
marks, damaged food packaging, wasp activity around the roofline, spider webs accumulating indoors, or insects gathering 
around windows and doors. If you notice mud tubes on foundation walls or damaged wood, contact a qualified pest 
professional promptly to determine whether termites or other wood-destroying organisms may be present. 



When Professional Help Makes Sense 

While many pest problems can be managed through routine maintenance and prevention, recurring infestations often indicate 
an underlying issue that requires professional evaluation. A licensed pest management company can identify entry points, 
locate nesting areas, recommend targeted treatments, and help establish a year-round prevention plan that's appropriate for 
your property. 

A Healthy Home Starts Outside 

Just as routine home inspections help identify maintenance concerns before they become costly repairs, regular pest 
prevention protects both your home's structure and your family's comfort. A few hours spent inspecting, sealing, cleaning, and 
maintaining your property each season can save hundreds - or even thousands—of dollars in future repairs. 

A pest-free home isn't achieved with a single treatment - it's the result of consistent maintenance, careful observation, and 
addressing small problems before they become big ones. If you have any questions regarding pest control, please call us or 
our friends at Apex Pest Control here in Star. 

Arden “Chip” Anderson is the owner of the Anderson Property Group, Inc., a property inspection and consulting firm in Star. 
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