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West Sussex Association of Local Councils Limited
Minutes of the Board Meeting held on Thursday 28th May 2026 at 10.30am
[bookmark: _Hlk23936454]At Billingshurst Community & Conference Centre
	
	Item 
	Details

	1. 
	Apologies for absence
	Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Cooper. Board Members discussed the absence of the Adur representative. Trevor Leggo advised that the Adur DALC would be arranging for a substitute representative shortly.

	1. 
	Minutes of the previous meeting
	It was AGREED that the signing of the draft the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd March 2026 were deferred until the next meeting.

	1. 
	Second Consultation on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR)
	The Chairman updated Board Members on the recent County Council elections.
He advised that 53 responses had been received from WSALC members and listed their choices to the question “To what extent do you agree or disagree that the potential modification to the two unitary proposals will deliver better unitary local government in West Sussex than the original proposal received as judged against the criteria”. The responses were as follows:
· Strongly disagree: 24 = 44.4%
· Disagree: 5 = 9.3%
· Neutral: 13 = 24.1%
· Agree: 5 = 9.3%
· Strongly agree: 4 = 7.4%
· Don’t know: 3 = 5.6%

The responses and detailed comments would be circulated to Board Members. The Chairman advised that the majority of votes disagreed with the potential modification proposal. Board Members broadly agreed with the vote and discussed the content of any proposed response from WSALC.

Board Members AGREED to submit a response that strongly disagreed with the proposal and that the original WSCC proposal should be supported. Members did discuss the option to suggest that LGR be halted with the resumption of County Councils together with District/Boroughs, but this was discounted after debate.
Board Members stated their opposition to the proposal for the following reasons:
· The proposal was ill-advised and did not demonstrate the level of savings as stated by the original WSCC proposal;
· Insufficient detail had been provided to assess how future services would be costed and delivered. Specifically, it was unclear how the coastal unitary could afford and staff the costly adult and children’s social care services;
· The proximity of local representation was not sufficiently detailed to provide confidence that the proposal would serve the needs of local communities; and
· In conclusion, the proposal is seen as unsustainable compared to the original business case as presented by WSCC.

The Chairman agreed to draft a response and circulate to Board Members for approval.



	1. 
	Any other business
	Cllr Tu referred to new planning arrangements that will effectively remove the ‘call-in’ ability of councillors to ask a Planning Committee to review contentious planning applications. He suggested that most decisions would be made by officers with very little opportunity for resident and Local Councils to raise objections before a decision was reached by those officers. Trevor Leggo advised that, currently, around 80% of all planning applications are determined by officers (90% in Rother District).

The Chairman agreed to talk to WSALC’s planning advisor (Steve Tilbury) to ascertain advice and further information.


	1. 
	Date of next meeting
	2nd July 2026 at Billingshurst Village Hall 

[EMILY – I wasn’t told what time!!]

The meeting closed at 11:50am.
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