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Action on Climate Change

Adam Chalmers & Helen Peacock



“We agree that there is growing public concern in the face of recent dire warnings from the World 
Scientific community that we are facing a wide range of environmental issues including a 
climate emergency. These concerns include matters such as pollution of the oceans, climate 
change, single-use plastics, disposal of waste, air pollution, deforestation and biodiversity loss 
and we support action to tackle these matters.

This council has an excellent record of dealing with environmental matters, particularly in the 
area of waste, recycling and biodiversity and we shall be developing and auditing the 
council’s activities to see what further practical changes we can implement in the form of 
a plan to reflect best environmental practice and work towards a net zero carbon target.

We acknowledge that we shall need to continue with public engagement and involvement and 
that resources will be required to underpin and support new initiatives that we undertake".
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Notice of Motion – June 2019
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District wide carbon reduction

Reduce Council’s carbon 
emissions

Wilder Horsham District

Corporate Plan 2019-2023



Aspire to reach carbon neutrality for the emissions that are more directly 
within the Councils control by 2030 (from petrol, diesel, gas & electricity)

For the Councils indirect carbon emissions to be carbon 
neutral by 2050 (from supply chain & leased buildings; water, 
waste & business travel)
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HDC Carbon Emissions
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Carbon emissions by source (tCO2e) - 2019/20

Supply chain/leased buildings –
5,760 (indirect emissions)    

Buildings (direct emissions) –
1,235  

TOTAL – 8,588

Fleet – 1,503 (direct emissions)    
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Short term action plan

Behaviour 
change

Transport Property

Procurement
Parks & 

Countryside



Behaviour change/awareness raising
 Staff communications plan

 Staff training on climate change 

 Trialling hybrid working

Transport
 Eco driver training

 Green commuting/business travel – encourage use of sustainable transport

 Trial electric refuse vehicle

 Replaced diesel with HVO fuel

 Increase electric vehicles in the fleet; from 3 to 23 in next 2 years



Property

 Audit main buildings to reduce carbon emissions e.g. The Capitol

 Agree a decarbonisation programme; non-residential, flats & houses, leased buildings

 St Peter’s Hall/RAFA Club

- insulation, air source heat pump and photovoltaics

 New buildings; built to low carbon standard  

 LED lighting in Council car parks



Procurement
 Sustainable Procurement Charter approved

 Contracts to provide goods & services include carbon reduction

 Suppliers reduce their emissions

Parks & Countryside 
 Develop an offsetting strategy

 Tree management plan

 Links to Wilder Horsham District project
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HDC & District wide carbon reduction

694 ktCO2e

8 tCO2e

Whole District 
emissions

HDC’s emissions
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Carbon emissions – Horsham District

Source: Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 

341

309
28

350

Carbon emissions – 2005
Total = 1029 ktCO2

Domestic Industry and Commercial
Public sector Transport

3% 30%

34% 32%

223

168

11

293

Carbon emissions – 2019
Total = 694 kt CO2

Domestic Industry and Commercial

Public sector Transport

32%

24%

42%

2%



13

 Pop up bike repairs

 Cycling – confidence building

 Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Programme

 County wide Electric Vehicle Charge Point project



 West Sussex Home Energy Advice Service - telephone

 Local Energy Advice Partnership – home visits

 Green Homes Grant Local Authority Delivery scheme

 Sussex Solar Together

 Council retrofit – share learning; e.g. St Peter’s Hall
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 Recycling rate of 53.5%= the highest in West Sussex

New services – batteries/textiles & small electricals
- reuse hub

Food waste trials commenced
- analysis = food waste makes up 42% of waste put out for collection 
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Communication & engagement

 Website/social media & e-newsletters 

 West Sussex Climate Change Engagement Hub

Horsham District Climate Change Group

 External stakeholders = gathering ideas on actions

 Feed into the production of a strategy and action plan for the District
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https://www.horsham.gov.uk/climate-and-environment
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https://www.horsham.gov.uk/climate-and-environment/community-climate-fund

01403 215358 or email community.development@horsham.gov.uk

Next round opens 3rd January 2022

mailto:community.development@horsham.gov.uk
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