CDALC AGM, TUESDAY 19TH MAY 2026

REPORT from 
ALUN ALESBURY
West Sussex Parishes Member (with Andrew Shaxson)
of the
SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

1. Apologies that I am unable to attend in person on 19th May, owing to a long-standing prior commitment.  I hope the meeting goes well, and here is my brief report on some of what has been going on at the National Park Authority over the last period.

2. One of the most notable things to have happened recently in the general field of local government has inevitably been the series of elections, up and down Great Britain, earlier this month.  As far as CDALC is concerned, the most significant aspect of all that is inevitably what has happened to West Sussex County Council, where there has been a complete change of political control.  That is not the end of the story for the SDNPA, because similar sweeping changes in the composition of county councils have also taken place in the other two counties which have large ‘chunks’ in the National Park – East Sussex, and Hampshire.

3. Fortunately neither CDALC nor the SDNPA have ever really been run on any sort of ‘party political’ basis.  But that does not mean that the NPA is immune to the effects of such changes.   Roughly 40% of our membership consists of people appointed to the Authority by those in control of the county and district councils which are partly in the National Park [another 40% or so are appointed by central Government, and only just over 20% (six of us – two being from West Sussex – are directly elected by the Parish and Town Councils within the Park].

4. On top of the recent political changes in County Councils, we will of course have to cope with the very major changes in the whole structure of local government being plotted and pushed through by the present Government (with very little genuine local consultation, it seems to me).

5. I’m afraid I have to report that (as it seems to me) the Government has not yet set out at all clearly what the interrelationship is intended to be between all the new Unitary or Mayoral Authorities, and the National Park(s) within their areas.  Who is going to appoint the ‘local government’ members of National Park Authorities?  We don’t know?  Will there be the same number of them as previously?  We don’t know. 

6. What is important for CDALC, and for all bodies representing local parish and town councils at a higher level, is to use every opportunity to press to make sure that the level of representation of local councils on the National Park Authorities is at least maintained, and preferably increased.

7. After that somewhat gloomy (or certainly worrisome) run through of some of the wider issues facing the National Park and local authorities, it is a pleasure to report that, on the very day I am writing this Report (12th May), the National Park Authority is publishing its new Local Plan, to guide how and where development takes place in the National Park over the next two decades, replacing the current Local Plan adopted in 2019.

8. The goal of the new Local Plan is to address issues which are seen to be vital, such as the need for affordable housing, high quality development, restoring nature, climate action, a flourishing rural economy and helping local communities to thrive.

9. The proposed Local Plan, as it now is, has already been shaped by a consultation last year that involved almost 2,000 people and organisations, who submitted more than 3,700 comments on proposed policies, sites and evidence.

10. [bookmark: _GoBack]The new consultation on the Plan runs until 23rd June.  Clearly not everything in the Plan as it now is will suit everyone.  Hence the National Park Authority is asking for people, and Local Councils, to make and share their final comments before the proposed Local Plan is submitted for examination by an independent Planning Inspector.  Parish and Town Councils, please note! 
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