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Executive Summary  
 
Invasive species are a growing environmental and economic threat to Door County 
and are defined as harmful alien species whose introduction or spread threatens the 
environment, the local economy, or society, including human health. Once 
established, invasive species are extremely difficult and costly to control and 
eradicate, and their ecological effects are often irreversible. The current threats 
posed by invasive species in Door County are significant. In response to these 
threats, Door County Soil & Water Conservation Department along with the Door 
County Invasive Species Team developed the Door County Invasive Species 
Strategic Plan. 
 
The objectives of this Strategic Plan are to prevent new invaders from arriving and 
surviving in Door County, to slow and where possible reverse the spread of existing 
invasive species, and to reduce the harmful impacts of existing invasive species. 
This plan highlights work that has been undertaken, identifies gaps in current 
programs and policies, and outlines future actions necessary to meet the objectives 
of the Strategic Plan. This Strategic Plan also emphasizes the need for continued 
collaboration and coordination with local municipalities to adopt and implement a 
noxious weed ordinance, which contains at a minimum Phragmites australis, as well 
as maintaining the Door County Invasive Species Team, especially in education and 
outreach, inventory, monitoring, and management efforts. 
 
To be successful in preventing the introduction and spread of invasive species, both 
government and non-government organizations, stakeholders, municipal 
government agencies, and members of the public must also be involved. The Door 
County Soil & Water Conservation Departments Strategic Plan highlights some of 
the important work that has been undertaken by stakeholders and members of the 
public, and suggests further ways these partners can help fight invasive species.  
 
This document further explains the seriousness of invasive plants and identifies the 
four goals (pillars) generated by the Door County Soil & Water Conservation 
Department and the Door County Invasive Species Team. These goals reflect the 
need to provide a coordinated approach to managing invasive species throughout 
Door County and serves as the Door Countyôs intended approach towards invasive 
species management. To extend the useful life of this Plan, it should be considered 
a living document and be updated as new information becomes available and/or at 
the five-year assessment period.   
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Section 1: Introduction & Background 
 

1.1. Door County Landscape 
 

Door County is one of the smallest counties in the State of Wisconsin at only 492 square miles. Despite its size Door County 
boasts 300 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline, five state parks, and 19 county parks. Door County is also one of the most 
biologically diverse counties within Wisconsin.  The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) Natural Heritage 
Inventory (NHI) conducted an analysis of listed state and federal species, including those whose status is special concern, 
threatened, or endangered.  This analysis, updated in July 2017, showed that Door County contains 154 different rare species 
and natural habitats, including alvar, boreal forest, and Great Lakes ridge and swale communities.  Out of the 72 Wisconsin 
counties, Door ranks second in rare species element occurrences. The Towns of Baileys Harbor, Liberty Grove, and Washington 
Island rank 4th, 5th and 8th out of 1,259, respectively. This diversity and wealth of natural resources has also lead to the 
establishment of the Gravel Island and Green Bay National Wildlife Refuges, 28 Wisconsin State Natural Areas (SNAs), and an 
additional 11,000 acres of land under conservation ownership by non-profit conservation organizations and land trusts for the 
publicôs responsible use and enjoyment.   
 
The diverse cultural, recreational, and natural resources of Door County have also resulted in a varied group of stakeholders 
when it comes to invasive species education, management and control.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.2. What are invasive species? 
 

Wisconsin Statute defines invasive species as ñnonindigenous species whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic 
or environmental harm or harm to human health.ò  These species can be aquatic or terrestrial weeds, insect pests, nuisance 
animals, or disease-causing organisms. They can occur in all types of habitats and affect urban and rural areas throughout the 
state.  These species have been introduced both deliberately and accidently.  In general, aquatic and terrestrial invasive species 
may cause the following impacts, among others:  

¶ Outcompete native species for food and habitat causing displacement or reduced populations of native species. 

¶ Change the composition and structure of both aquatic and terrestrial communities that may have a negative cascading 
effect throughout food webs and nutrient cycles. 

¶ Degrade habitat and negatively affect water quality and wildlife, including commercially valuable species.   

¶ Alter recreational opportunities by impeding navigation in aquatic habitats or reduced accessibility within terrestrial 
habitats.  

¶ Degrade shorelines and beaches both physically and aesthetically leading to negative impacts to recreation and tourism. 

¶ Decrease property values and increase costs to utilities and municipalities.   
 
 

Two of Door 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 

federally 

threatened 

plant species: 

Dune thistle 

(Cirsium 

pitcheri) and 

dwarf lake iris 

(Iris lacustris). 
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1.3. The Economic Impact of Invasive Species 
 

Large-scale economic analyses show that invasive species cost the United States $120 billion annually (Pimentel, Zuniga, & 
Morrison, 2005) while ballast-borne invasive species cost Great Lakes states $230 million annually (Rothlisberger, Finnoff, 
Cooke, & Lodge, 2012). Terrestrial and aquatic invasive species not only impact the countyôs environment, they can also be an 
economic burden to Door County.  
 
According to the WDNR Invasive Species Team 2016-2017 Performance Report: 

¶ Aquatic invasive species, like the zebra mussel, have a financial impact on industries that use water for cooling and 
municipalities that rely on lakes for drinking water. Zebra and quagga mussels cost the United States economy up to $1 
billion annually. Costs associated with invasive species that originate in the ballast water of ocean-going vessels visiting 
the Great Lakes have been estimated at $138 million annually but could be as much as $800 million annually. 

¶ Invasive species, including weeds, pests, and diseases, negatively impact Wisconsinôs $59 billion agriculture industry 
(350,000 jobs) by increasing production costs and reducing crop yields. Canada thistle, a major agricultural pest, costs 
tens of millions of dollars in direct crop losses annually and additional millions in control costs. 

¶ Wisconsinôs forestry industry, a $28 billion industry (66,000 jobs), is impacted by oak wilt, gypsy moth, and more recently 
emerald ash borer and beech bark disease.  These invasive diseases and pests both damage and kill tree species within 
the State and County.  Costs to respond to the emerald ash borer in our region, including the treatment, removal, and 
replacement of ash trees, has a current annual effect of $280.5 million on municipal budgets - a figure that does not 
include the value of trees on private property. This beetle also increases electrical utility budgets with the removal of 
dead trees that could fall onto utility lines. 

¶ Terrestrial invasive species, such as garlic mustard and wild parsnip, degrade forests and grasslands and reduce 
enjoyment of our trails and parks. According to the October 1, 2012 invasive species investment report provided by the 
WDNR to the WI Legislature,ò $7.6 million spent on invasive species management in 2011 increased to $9.3 million in 
2012 based on preliminary spending estimates. Of this investment, about 82% was spent on aquatic invasive species.ò 

Outdoor recreation is one of the top reasons visitors come to our state. In 2016, Wisconsin visitors reached 107.7 million and 
their associated spending had an estimated $20 billion impact on the stateôs economy. As invasive species continue to change 
our environment and negatively impact the accessibility and beauty of our waterways, forests, and other natural areas, Wisconsin 
may see a reduction in visitor spending.  Door County is ranked seventh of Wisconsinôs 72 counties in visitor spending with 
$347.8 million in 2016. 

Section 2: Door County Government 
 

Door County Government, established in 1851, provides services to the County's 30,000 year-round residents, as well as a 
fluctuating seasonal population throughout the year. The county seat is the City of Sturgeon Bay. The county consists of the city, 
fourteen towns and four villages covering the 492 square miles of the Door Peninsula.   
 

2.1. Door County Soil & Water Conservation Department  
 

The Door County Soil and Water Conservation Department (SWCD) has a responsibility and directive under Chapter 92 

Wisconsin State Statute to promote land uses and programs which advance conservation and the protection of Door County's 

natural resources, which is also identified as one of the Door Countyôs strategic priorities. The mission of conservation and 

environmental advocacy is the standard by which SWCD programs are developed and implemented. 

Seeing the habitat degradation and safety hazards Phragmites australis and wild parsnip created throughout the county, in 2003 the 

SWCDôs role with invasive species grew to one of its top management priorities. This growth prompted the official formation of the Door 

County Invasive Species Team (DCIST) which utilized funding obtained through a LNRP grant to draft a strategic work plan. 
 



 

  8 

 

2.2.  SWCD Invasive Species Investments 
 
Since 2008, The Door County SWCD has secured funding through public and private grants, as well as public and private 
donations totaling $657,653. These monies afforded the SWCD opportunity to educate the public and expand control of invasive 
plants within private properties throughout the county.  These investments include the following SWCD-led projects:  

¶ 2009-2011: Phragmites control on 10-acres of public and private land on Washington Island- Efforts largely funded 
through the Lakeshore Natural Resources Partnership (LNRP) and private donations allowed for treatment expansion. 

¶ 2011-2018: Control of non-native Phragmites on Door County shorelines and right-of-ways- Shoreline treatments were 
an expansion to private properties outside of the areas identified and treated by a WDNR-led project to control 
Phragmites and Lyme grass on Lake Michigan shorelines within WDNR Conservation Opportunity Areas (COAs). 
Funding through SWCD was largely provided by the USFS as well as public and private donations. The two projects 
funded two consecutive treatments of SWCD and volunteer inventoried Phragmites across 300 miles of Lake Michigan 
shoreline and more than 30 inventoried Phragmites acres along right-of-ways within Door County.   

¶ 2013-2017: Control of Wild parsnip along 122 miles of road right-of-way- Funded largely through a federal grant from the 
United States Forest Service (USFS) as well as private and public donations.   

¶ 2016-2018: Recommend Door County municipalities adopt a noxious weed ordinance and implement an invasive plant 
control program with guidance and support from SWCD Conservationist and the DCIST program and partners. This push 
was made due to the uncertainty of grant dollars which directly correlates with the size of the role SWCD can play with 
regards to on the ground invasive species management. WDNR Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS), USFS, and private 
donor funding has provided for the invasive species identification workshops and priority species inventories that support 
this effort.   

¶ 2018-ongoing: Implementation of a cost share program for municipalities to conduct treatment of priority invasive species 
listed in their noxious weed ordinance. Funded through DCIST donations. 

 
 

 

 

2.3. Door County Priority Invasive Species 
 

The SWCD utilizes the Wisconsin NR-40 administrative rule to guide educational and outreach efforts and the recommended 

focal species, found later in this document, help support and narrow priority species selection.  The countyôs priority species and 

control efforts are determined by historical financial investments of SWCD within private lands and along ROWs as well as 

several other factors including: 

1. Public health and safety 

2. Economic impact 

3. Ecological impact 

4. Current abundance within County 

Using these criteria, four species have been selected as priority species in which the SWCD and the Door County will focus their 

efforts.  All four of these species, shown in table on the following page, are listed as restricted in Wisconsin within Chapter NR-40.  

Restricted species are subject to a ban on transport, transfer and introduction.  

 

Table 1: Door County SWCD invasive species expenditures from 2008-2018 broken down by type of invasive species and funding source. 

 Federal Grants State Grants Other Grant Sources Private Donations 

Aquatic Invasive Species 0 $358,053 0 $15,000 

Terrestrial Invasive Species $202,400 $28,900 $15,300 $38,000 

Total Expenditures $202,400 $386,953 $15,300 $53,000 
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2.4. Purpose  

 
To help mitigate the threat of invasive species in Door County, SWCD and its partner organizations in the Door County Invasive 
Species Team (DCIST) have been successful competing for state and federal grant funding to address aquatic and terrestrial 
invasive species issues and carry out numerous individual small-scale invasive species projects. It is known that many listed 
invasive species including Japanese knotweed, European marsh thistle, Phragmites, reed canary grass, glossy buckthorn, and 
narrow-leaved cattail are present within the County at varying abundance and density. This plan is designed to guide future 
SWCD invasive species education and control efforts. This plan also provides a framework from which partners may collaborate 
to continue efforts to prevent, manage, and control the harmful invasive species within Door County. 
 
SWCD efforts will continue to be focused on priority species. This plan also lists focal species that may be addressed 
as funding and future program initiatives allow. 
 
This plan addresses county-wide invasive plant prevention, monitoring, and control efforts and aims to heighten awareness of the 
problems associated with invasive species.  The best way for the SWCD and DCIST to achieve long-term and relevant advances 
in the battle against invasive species is to work collaboratively with all stakeholders in a deliberate manner.  This plan provides a 
strategic and focused direction for implementing an invasive species management program.   Providing strategic guidance to all 
partners, citizens, and municipalities will help increase efficiencies, reduce redundancies, and foster collaboration and 
compliance across the invasive species spectrum.  In addition, many aspects of invasive species management are constantly in 
flux, including policies, threats and available funding.  This plan is intended to be dynamic and allow flexibility as needed to 
address changing needs and priorities.  It is intended that this plan be reviewed annually and updated every five years to reflect 
current conditions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Common Name Latin Name NR-40 Status 

Common reed Phragmites australis R 

Common/Cut-leaved teasel Dipsacus sp. R 

Japanese knotweed Polygonum cuspidatum R 

Wild parsnip Pastinaca sativa R 

Table 2: Priority species for the SWCD and Door County. 

 

 

Four priority 

invasive species 

for Door County. 

Starting top left 

and clockwise: 

 Common reed 

(Phragmites 

australis),  

teasel (Dipsacus 

spp.), Japanese 

knotweed 

(Polygonum 

cuspidatum),  

and wild parsnip 

(Pastinaca 

sativa). 
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Section 3: The Door County Invasive Species Team  
 

3.1.  The Door County Invasive Species Team 
 

The Door County Invasive Species Team (DCIST), which is comprised of the Door County SWCD, USFWS, WDNR, University of 
Wisconsin Extension, Door County Land Trust, The Ridges Sanctuary and The Nature Conservancy, have been working 
collaboratively since 2000 managing invasive species within Door Countyôs unique places. Maintaining and protecting high quality 
habitats are necessary for the survival of species left unimpeded.  The DCIST addresses the nonindigenous species that disturb 
the ecologic and economic balance of Door County and believes it can promote biodiversity and help ensure the continued 
viability of our tourism, land and water resources, and quality of life for Door County visitors and residents alike. The DCIST is 
overseen by a steering committee comprised of partner organizations and concerned citizens.  SWCD was designated as the 
fiscal manager of the DCIST in 2003 and remains the fiscal manager. A funding policy was adopted by the Door County Land 
Conservation Committee in 2018 on appropriate handling of DICST funds. The structure of the organization itself has been 
informal, with support for the group not being expressed under a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) or similar document.  
 
The overall goal of the DCIST, and thus this Plan, is to maintain the integrity of Door Countyôs native terrestrial and aquatic plant 
communities by preventing and removing invasive species using an integrated approach that maximizes the effectiveness of the 
action while minimizing the undesirable impacts of the invasive species and the management action.   
 
While the DCIST has maintained an active invasive species outreach and education program since 2000, this is the first 
comprehensive invasive species plan. Development of such a plan provides inclusive guidance and documentation for project 
managers and cooperators, provides a context for systematic evaluation and adaptive management, facilitates the transfer of 
information to the public and DCIST partners, improves fiscal accountability by focusing on species and/or places where efforts 
yield the most benefit, enhances the effectiveness of the program by providing the required environmental analysis of more 
aggressive control measures, improves efficiency by identifying and eliminating redundancies between program elements, and 
finally, lays a course for the future by identifying additional program elements that are needed to achieve the DCISTós invasive 
species management goals. 
 
This plan will function as an extension to the June 2003 report titled ñFuture Plans and Accomplishments of the Door County 
Invasive Species Teamò, which was generated for the Door County Soil and Water Conservation Department and serves as a 
Strategic Plan for the DCIST partnership. 
 
This plan builds upon DCISTôs 2003 report and addresses: 

¶ The change in the invasion landscape from 2003 to current conditions to determine updated management and control 
priorities provided to limit the spread and impact of invasive species.   

¶ Pathways of introduction and spread have become more apparent and steps that DCIST and its partner organizations 
may take to address these pathways are clearly defined.  

¶ DCIST has changed through new partners, programs, and funding opportunities.  Updates in this plan will help DCIST 
benefit most from these partnership and resources. 

¶ Provides guidance should funding not be attained for continued outreach and control efforts. 

¶ Clearly define the roles and responsibilities of the partnership. 
 

 

3.2. Funding for DCIST 

 
As the fiscal manager for the DCIST, Door County SWCD handles incoming donations, grant monies, and designated funds for 
the DCIST program, often at the discretion of the steering committee. State, Federal and local grants are a major contributor to 
the funding of a part-time DCIST coordinator and to control activities across Door County.  These grants are sought after and 
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administered by the Door County SWCD with support of the DCIST steering committee.  In 2018, to provide more formality and 
accountability the Door County Land Conservation Committee approved a policy of how the SWCD may apply for, accept, and 
utilize invasive species funding.  SWCD holds donations in accounts designated solely for the purpose of managing invasive 
species within Door County.  In accordance with SWCD policy 20-DCIST Donation Fund Policy, activities funded with donations 
must be directly linked to managing priority invasive species and yield tangible, on the ground benefits.  
 
Use of DCIST funds will be considered for one or any of the following:  

i. SWCD invasive species grant application match  
ii. SWCD-recognized and DCIST-identified invasive species project administration and activities 
iii. SWCD Municipal Cost Share Program 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3. Mission Statement of DCIST 
 
To sustain diverse ecosystems through prevention of monocultures of invasive plants within Door County peninsula 
lakeshore basin, for future generations in partnership with public and private landowners.   
 
DCIST is committed to educating, preventing, minimizing, and eradicating invasive plants and reducing the impact on Door 
Countyôs natural resources, economic viability and human welfare. The partnership promotes an open information exchange, 
public and private sector coordination, citizen involvement, education of the public, and the comprehensive and cooperative 
management of local resources that is intended to protect biodiversity.   

 

3.4. Vision Statement of DCIST 
 
Coordinate a network of functions and processes that work in concert to detect invasive plants early and to respond 
quickly.   
 
DCIST envisions a system that prevents invasive plants outbreaks through an early detection and rapid response program which 
can reduce long-term management costs and preserve pristine habitats.  This is fostered through education and training of both 
DCIST partners, members, and private landowners to identify, inventory, and monitor priority invasive plants within Door County. 

The diverse habitats of the Door 

Peninsula (starting top left and 

clockwise):  

Great Lakes beach and dune complex, 

Newport State Park, Door County. Photo 

by Eric Epstein, WDNR.  

Interdunal Wetland and Boreal Forest. 

Jackson Harbor Ridges SNA, Washington 

Island. Photo by Eric Epstein, WDNR.  

Second-growth mesic hardwood with 

substantial component of American 

beech.  Photo by Drew Feldkirchner, 

WDNR.  

Rich fen dominated by wire-leaved 

sedges, bordered by a conifer swamp and 

sandy ridges Northeastern Door 

Peninsula. Photo by Eric Epstein, WDNR.   
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3.5.  Current DCIST Staff  

 

Since 2007, DCIST has hired a paid, part-time coordinator funded 
through grants from several State and Federal sources. This 
coordinator is hired under contract with the SWCD and in the past, 
have been private contractors, staff at The Ridges Sanctuary, and staff 
at The Nature Conservancy. This coordinator has been tasked with 
convening the steering committee regularly, hosting public meetings 
and trainings, assisting private landowners in identifying and controlling 
priority invasive plants, collecting inventory data, and other tasks 
specific to the grants which fund the position.  
 
In addition, when funding is available, the SWCD has hired one or two 
limited-term employees (LTE) that support SWCD and DCIST invasive 
species efforts.  These employees carry out activities such as the 
inventory and control of invasive plants or conducting outreach with 
private landowners.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year AIS funding Terrestrial IS Funding 

2009 $26,000 $10,400 

2010 $28,000 $14,700 

2011 $28,000 $3,600 

2012 $11,000 $550 

2013 $6,800 $2,000 

2014 $17,800 $2,000 

2015 $17,800 $2,550 

2016 $17,800 $2,550 

2017 $7,500 $6,250 

2018 $10,000 $6,250 

Total $170,700.00 $46,850.00 

Table 3: DCIST Coordinator expenditures separated by year and  
the type of funding utilized (aquatic or terrestrial). 

 



 

  13 

 

Section 4: A County Strategy 

 
The mission of the DCIST, and that of SWCD, reflects the partnershipôs desire to reduce the economic and environmental 

damage which can be caused by invasive species. The strategic planôs four goals (pillars) which support this mission are: 

prevention; early detection and monitoring; control and management; and communication. The planôs six activity areas address 

elements of all four of these pillars. Each pillar is comprised of an overall goal with action items addressing actions that will be 

taken to achieve that goal based on the five foundational concepts shown below. These activities will assess the leadership and 

coordination roles of partners, provide guidance for adaptive management, support targeted monitoring and research, determine 

outreach and education programs, and address regulation and policy concerns.  Each of the following sections within this plan 

address one of these pillars and activity areas that the DCIST will work within to achieve that pillarôs goal(s).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Pillars and activity areas of the Door County Invasive Species Strategy.  The pillars reflect goals that support the mission of the DCIST and 
the six activity areas below the pillars address specific elements that are needed to achieve that mission. 

 

Regulation & Policy

Outreach & Education

Monitoring & Research

Adaptive Management

Leadership & Coordination
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Section 5: Prevention 
Overall Goal:  

1) Limit the number of invasive species introduced to Door County and slow the spread of those invasive species 

already present within the county. 

Preventing the introduction of non-native, invasive species is the most efficient, economical, and effective option to addressing 

invasive species.  While natural dispersal and range expansion exists, nearly every problematic biological invasive has been 

human mediated.  Most often, human behavior is responsible for the initial introduction of that species to a new geographic 

location or habitat.  Since human behavior can change and actions can be taken to reduce or eliminate the risk of invasions 

resulting from that activity, every invasion is theoretically preventable.  Preventing the continued movement of invasive species in 

Door County will protect the economy, environment, and social quality of the County.  The greatest prevention benefit can come 

from identifying and addressing the pathways that lead to the introduction of new species. Among some of the pathways of 

invasion in Door County include recreational and commercial watercraft, horticulture, aquaculture, commerce, tourism, or travel. 

Closing these pathways can not only prevent new species from establishing in Door County, but can also contain those already 

present.   

 

5.1.  Common Pathways of Invasive Species Introduction 

 
Pathways are the means by which invasive species are introduced or spread from one geographic area to another.  DCIST and 

its partners strive to prevent the introduction and spread of invasive species through new and existing pathways.  This includes 

engaging both the public and partners in managing invasive species pathways, potential impacts and preventing the introduction 

of new invasive species into the County.  Several of the common pathways and sub-pathways of species introduction have been 

identified in the table below.  The DCIST partnership is actively working to address and educate on several of these key 

pathways including, but not limited to, recreational use of firewood, habitat alteration, highway rights-of-way, nursery plant stock, 

recreational trail and boat users, and equipment cleaning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pathways Sub-Pathways 

Firewood or Wood Recreational use  
Commercial use 

Habitat Alteration and Restoration Mowing 
Land clearing/development 
Logging 
Revegetation 

Hitchhikers Travelers 
Baggage and gear 
Shipped materials 
Pets and animals 

Organisms in Trade Whole plants/plant parts 
Pet trade 
Food and game animals 

Recreation Trail users (cyclists, hikers, etc.) 
Hunters and anglers 
Wildlife viewers 

Transportation Cars, trucks, buses, semis 
Construction and Maintenance equipment 
Helicopters, planes, trains 

Table 4: Common pathways and sub-pathways by which invasive species are introduced and spread. 
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5.2. Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Activities & Actions 

5.2.1. Clean Boats, Clean Waters  

 

Door Countyôs exceptional water resources make it a popular place for water-based recreation for both residents and non-

residents, including recreational boating, fishing, diving and hunting.  The travel and tourism associated with these activities is a 

boon to Door Countyôs economy and are part of life in northeastern Wisconsin.  Unfortunately, any activity that involves traveling 

between different waterbodies presents some risk of transporting aquatic invasive species (AIS).  Any gear or equipment used on 

the water may become fouled with AIS or material that contains AIS, and the transportation and use of that gear or equipment on 

a different waterbody could introduce AIS.  This is of even greater concern as much of Door County is situated on Lake Michigan 

and the bay of Green Bay, which host a wide array of AIS not presently found in the inland lakes of Door County and much of 

Wisconsinôs 15,000 lakes and 84,000 river miles.  These species include starry stonewort, a macro-alga, and the spiny waterflea, 

a microscopic zooplankton.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The state of Wisconsin has embarked on many initiatives to help address the spread of AIS through the recreational boating 

pathway.  This includes the passage of Wisconsinôs NR-40 administrative rule, which makes it illegal to transport aquatic 

vegetation and bilge and live well water on public roadways.  Additionally, the Clean Boats, Clean Waters (CBCW) program, 

which started as a small volunteer program in 2002, is a statewide boater education program that inspects more than 100,000 

boats each year.  Door County has participated in the CBCW program since 2008 using the DCIST coordinatorôs and LTEôs time.  

DCIST has maintained this effort using Wisconsin DNR AIS education grants.  As invited by the Wisconsin DNR, Door County 

has also participated in CBCW special projects in the past, which aim to collect expanded data that can be used to further 

analyze boater attitude and behavior.  

 

 

Table 5: Clean Boats, Clean Waters efforts in Door County for the past 10-years.  Unless noted, these numbers reflect overall effort by not only Door 
County SWCD staff, but also the Wisconsin DNR, Wisconsin Sea Grant, and other organizations. 
































































