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equipment
	☐	Crates.  They ether need to be adjustable or small enough that pup has room to turn around and just lay down.  No mansions.  You need at least two crates, one for the house and one for traveling in your vehicle.

	☐	Food.  We feed a RAW diet, if you prefer to feed a kibble then we recommend Dr. Gary’s Best Breed, Nutrisource or Instinct Grain Free.  Grain free is a must, dogs are not designed to eat grains.

	☐	Flat, adjustable collar and a 6’ light lead.  Flexi leads are only good for taking your pup to the bathroom.

	☐	Training Treats.  Zuke’s Minis are the ones that we use.  A treat pouch, apron or vest is a good idea.

	☐	Chews and Toys.  Absolutely no Tennis Ball type of material even if it says it is made for dogs.  The felt ruins the dog’s teeth.  Hard rubber, indestructible type of toys, natural bone or elk antler, Kongs.  Absolutely no rawhide!


schedule
	☐	Pups need lots of sleep and down time.  18 hours in a 30-hour period.  18 hours broke up over a 30-hour period of different lengths.  Not 18 hours straight.  Please do not over stimulate your pup.  They are babies and like babies they need their naps.

	☐	Anytime they come out of crate or pen take them to potty area.
*They are litter box trained to large flake pine shavings.  Put some in the area you want them to potty in.

	☐	No more than twice a day feedings.  I don’t care what your vet says, if you feed more than twice a day plus you are training with treats you will have a fat pup and you must love cleaning up poop.  We will not guarantee hips if you have a fat puppy.

	☐	After eating and drinking, after exercise, after sleeping, they need a potty break.  Until they hit about 4 to 5 months of age they are pee and poop machines without diapers.  Sometimes they won’t even know they have to go and pee will be flying out of them while they are playing.

	☐	Establish a routine with the little guy and stick to it.  If you break the routine they will voice their opinion.
*This includes establishing clear designated areas for designated activities.  Play are for play area, training area, potty area, low key area and sleep area.  Living room is chill out unless you want a broken TV.  Bedroom is for sleeping.  So no playing in the chill out area or sleeping area unless you are a masochist.  No playing in the potty area either or you will be standing outside in the wind and rain for hours.  
*Your lead is your umbilical cord.  Always have treats on you.  


Extra Stuff
	☐	Do not squeeze, pet or smoosh pups ears.  The ear cartilage is still forming.  If I catch you doing that and your pup’s ears do not stand, I will scold you; several times, probably in front of others.

	☐	Do not socialize your pup.  Environmental neutralize your pup. That means your pup should ignore everything in their environment and pay attention to you.  They should seek your affection not strangers.  The whole world is NOT their pack, only you and your family.  No letting strangers give your pup treats or petting your dog.  So, take pup everywhere and show them the cool stuff.  Keep the strangers off of him.  If they get their feelings hurt that you won’t let them feed or pet your puppy give them my number to come buy a dog for themselves then.  As soon as you try to sell them a puppy they will leave you alone.

	☐	Keep your pup lean.  Overweight in pups is as bad for them as people.  I am fat and look how much pain I am in at the end of a busy day.  

	☐	Regular vet care is a must.  Teach your pup that the vet’s is a fun place.  Take him in there and make it a training session.  *This includes getting your dog license from your county.

	☐	Teach your pup that grooming is fun.  Accustom him to the bath and water.  Play with his feet and keep his nails short.  Really short.  The shorter the better.  Use a gauze pad and wipe out the inside of his ears.  Brush him.  Do all of this as training exercise and make it fun, lots of treats.

	☐	Practice the restrained recall with all the family members.  Have someone restrain the pup while you encourage him to run to you.  Then, when you say the magic word “Heir!” that person lets go and you take off running.  When pup catches you, jack pot him with treats.

	☐	Stay away from dog parks.  They are bad news.
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