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The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost                                     August 30, 2026 10:00 AM 

"Congregations joined in faith and fellowship to spread God's love." 

AES Ministries mission statement 
 

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

 

PRELUDE, WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS            LEFT COLUMN, ELW p. 94 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
  

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

One of the following or another confession is prayed. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess 

that we are captive to sin  

and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done  

and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you  

with our whole heart;  

we have not loved  

our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake  

of your Son, Jesus Christ,  



have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                      “This Little Light of Mine”                      ELW #677 

 

 

 



 
 

GREETING AND KYRIE                           ELW p. 184 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Let us pray.... 

C: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the 

world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 

strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

 

FIRST READING: EXODUS 3:1-15 
1 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock 

beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, 

yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight and 

see why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God 

called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, 

“Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is 

holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 7 Then 

the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their 

cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to 

deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and spacious 

land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come 

to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Now go, I am sending you to 

Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I 

that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “I will be with 

you, and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the 

people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 13 But Moses said to God, “If I 



come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they 

ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” 

He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’ ” 15 God also 

said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name 

forever, and this my title for all generations.” 

L:  Word of God, Word of Life.    C:  Thanks be to God  

 

PSALM: 26:1-8 
1 Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; 

 I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 
2 Test me, O Lord, and try me; examine my heart and my mind. 
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. 
4 I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the deceitful.  
5 I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit down with the wicked. 
6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory abides.  

 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 12:9-21 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with 

mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; 

serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to 

the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless 

and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live in 

harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be 

wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the 

sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, 

never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 

mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 

thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 

heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

   L:  Word of God, Word of Life.          C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                             ELW #172  

 



 

 
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 16:21-28 

P: The Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew, the 16th Chapter.       C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his 

disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 

chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside 

and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But 

he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are 

setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If 

any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 

will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or 

what will they give in return for their life?  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in 

the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell 

you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 

coming in his kingdom.” P:  The Gospel of the Lord.   C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY               “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song”                   ELW #808 



 

 

 



APOSTLE’S CREED                                            ELW p. 105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER’S OF INTERCESSION 

  L: Lord in your Mercy . . .    C: Hear our Prayer 

 
Prayer Concerns: Jaymi Dader, Mike Menssen, Laikyn, Lindsey Kulseth, Nolan O’Connor, Darrell Ask, Dennis 

Johnson, Mike Larson, Jamie (Noren) Seiner, Marie Christenson, Phyllis Jurgens, Dave Finnegan, Tim Knaak, 

Don Flater, Bruce Ohland, Sam Christenson, Melissa Anderson, Steven Olson, Chloe Anderson, Orval Larson, 

Linda Madison, and Emma Overson. 

 

SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
 

OFFERING 

Offertory Hymn                        “We Are an Offering”                            ELW #692 

 

 



 
 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Scan this QR Code to give Electronically!  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                       ELW p. 191 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

  

BLESSING                     

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN                              “Jesus Loves Me”                   ELW #595 

 

 



 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL        P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!         C: Thanks be to God! 
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Activities this week:  August 31 – September 6 

Monday       3:00 pm – (E) Study Group 

Tuesday       9:30 am – (A) Rebecca Circle 

                     2:15 pm – Augustana worship on cable tv 

Wednesday  9:00 am – (A) Martha Circle 

Thursday      7:00 pm – (E) AES Joint Council 

Sunday         9:00 am – (E) Communion Worship 

                     9:30 am – (A) Coffee Hour 

                   10:30 am – (A) Communion Worship  

 

Church Announcements 
 

 

 Noisy offering is TODAY! Donations go to Watonwan County Backpack food 

program! 
 

 The church will be closed Monday, September 7th in observance of Labor Day! 
 

 Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser! Monday, September 21st from 5 – 8 pm @ The Eagle’s.  

Pre-Sale Tickets are now available! Cost is $12 - Adults, $8 - children 6-12, Free - 5 and 

under. Tickets are available by calling a council member, Augustana office or Susan at East 

Sveadahl. Tickets available at the door: $14 - Adults, $10 - children 6-12, free - children 

under 5. Take-out and in-town delivery available. 

* Make checks payable to Augustana Church OR East Sveadahl Church. 
 

 Rebecca Circle is meeting on the first Tuesday of the month, starting Tuesday, September 

1st at 9:30 am in the Fireside Room. 
 

 Martha Circle is meeting on Wednesday, September 2nd at 9:00 am in the Fireside Room. 

Kristi Zellmann is the hostess and is doing bible study. All are welcome to join! 
 

 Wed, September 16th at 6:00 pm is a 9th grade confirmation meeting for parents and 

students 
 

 Join Augustana choir! No age requirement and all people are welcome. Contact Maya 

Kulseth if you are interested. 507-621-3905 
 

 God's Work, Our Hands service project this year is to work on our property at Mt. Hope 

cemetery on Sunday, September 13th after worship. We will be washing/ cleaning 

monuments, trimming trees, adding soil to ruts and holes throughout our section. There will 

be lunch and refreshments while we work. There is work for any age-young or old (many 

hands make light work). What a great way to show our ministry in action serving our 

community. Please plan on helping however you can. 
 

 Marriage Blessings to Daniel & Bailey Coleman! They were married Saturday, August 

29th in Sioux Falls, SD. Daniel is the son of John & Shirley Coleman. 

 


