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The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost                                     August 23, 2026 10:30 AM                                              

"Congregations joined in faith and fellowship to spread God's love." 

- AES Ministries mission statement 

 
Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

  
PRELUDE                                     “Ten Thousand Reasons”                             See Insert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



CALL TO WORSHIP 

The sun shines, the water moves and creation sings all around us. 

This is the day the Lord has made! 

God meets us here – in the beauty of the earth and in the gathering of God’s people. 

We come with thankful hearts, ready to worship God. 

So come as you are, breathe in the fresh air, and know that God is here. 

Let us rejoice and worship God together! 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

P: Gathered beneath the open sky and surrounded by God’s beautiful creation, let us come  

     before God with open hearts. 

All: Gracious God, we confess that we have not always loved you, one another, or the  

     world you have entrusted to our care. We have been impatient, distracted, and slow  

     to forgive. Forgive us and renew us. Amen. 

P: Hear the Good News: God’s mercy is wider than the sky and deeper than the sea. In Jesus  

    Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

All: Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG                         “My Lighthouse”                                 See Insert 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L:  Let us pray.... O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock 

of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may 

gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 16:13-20 

P: The Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew, the 16th Chapter.       C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others 

Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And 

Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples 

not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. P: Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O 

Christ.  

 

MESSAGE                                                        

 
  

 

 

 

 

 



SONG OF THE DAY                                          “Rescue Me”                              See Insert 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



PRAYERS                                             “O Come Holy Spirit”                    Augustana Choir 

During the prayers, everyone will receive a small prayer stone.  

You are invited to silently place a worry, person or situation into God’s care while holding it. 

When you are done praying, come forward to place your stone in the basket. 
 

SHARING GOD’S PEACE  

 The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

 

OFFERING  

Offertory Prayer 

  L:  Let us pray.   

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word 

and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we 

bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                       ELW p. 191 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING                                     

 

SENDING SONG                                    “Every Move I Make”                           See Insert 

 

Every move I make 

I make in You 



You make me move, Jesus 

Every breath I take 

I breathe in You  

 

every step I take 

I take in You 

You are my way, Jesus 

Every breath I take 

I breathe in You 

 

B) Waves of mercy 

Waves of grace 

Everywhere I look 

I see Your face 

Your love has captured me 

O my God, this love 

How can it be,  

(Nah, Nah, etc)  

Every move I make 

I make in You 

You make me move, Jesus 

Every breath I take 

I breathe in You 

 

 every step I take 

I take in You 

You are my way, Jesus 

Every breath I take 

I breathe in You 

 

B) Waves of mercy 

Waves of grace 

Everywhere I look 

I see Your face 

Your love has captured me 

O my God, this love 

How can it be,  

(Nah, Nah, etc)  

 

 

 

DISMISSAL        P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! C: Thanks be to God.  
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Activities this week:  August 24 – August 30 

Monday      3:00 pm – (E) Study Group 

Tuesday   10:30 am – Devotions at Brandt Ridge 

                 11:00 am – Devotions at Pleasant View 

                   2:15 pm – Augustana worship on cable tv 

Thursday – Friday – Pr. Mandy Out of Office. 

Sunday       Blessing of the Backpacks 

                   9:00 am – (A) Coffee Hour 

                 10:00 am – (A) Joint Worship 

                 11:30 am – Radio Broadcast on 1370AM 

                   6:00 pm – (A) Walking Club 
 

 

Church Announcements 
 

 

 Following Worship, enjoy hotdogs, burgers and chips! 

 

 Sunday, August 30th is a Joint Worship at Augustana at 10:00 am. It is also blessing of the backpacks 

so teachers and students are encouraged to bring their backpack to worship! 

 

 Noisy offering is Sunday, August 30th. Bring in your loose change! Donations go to Watonwan County 

Backpack Food Program. 

 

 Walking Club is Sunday, August 30th at 6 pm, meet at Augustana. 

 

 The church will be closed Monday, September 7th in observance of Labor Day! 

 

 Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser! Monday, September 21st from 5 – 8 pm @ The Eagle’s.  

Pre-Sale Tickets are now available! Cost is $12 - Adults, $8 - children 6-12, Free - 5 and under. Tickets 

are available by calling a council member, Augustana office or Susan at East Sveadahl. Tickets available at 

the door: $14 - Adults, $10 - children 6-12, free - children under 5. Take-out and in-town delivery available. 

* Make checks payable to Augustana Church OR East Sveadahl Church. 

 

 Rebecca Circle is meeting on the first Tuesday of the month, starting Tuesday, September 1st at 9:30 am in 

the Fireside Room. 

 

 Martha Circle is meeting on Wednesday, September 2nd at 9:00 am in the Fireside Room. Kristi Zellmann 

is the hostess and is doing bible study. All are welcome to join! 

 

 Join Augustana choir! No age requirement and all people are welcome. Contact Maya Kulseth if you are 

interested. 507-621-3905 

 
 Mayo Clinic Health System in St. James is looking for volunteers to help work the Mayo Clinic 

Information Desk. Duties include helping patients and guests as they arrive to Mayo. Hours are Monday – 

Friday 8 am – 12 pm or 12 pm – 4 pm. Applications can be found online at volunteer.mayoclinic.org. 

 


