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The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost                                   August 16, 2026 10:30 AM                                                            

"Congregations joined in faith and fellowship to spread God's love." 

AES Ministries mission statement 
 

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

 

PRELUDE, WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS            RIGHT COLUMN, ELW p. 94 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
  

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

One of the following or another confession is prayed. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 

from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. 

We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 

compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things we have done and things we have failed to do. 

Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 



The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 

live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                 “God, We Gather as Your People”                 ACS #1038 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

GREETING AND KYRIE                           ELW p. 184 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Let us pray.... 

C: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach 

us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your 

name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 56:1, 6-8 
1 Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come 

and my deliverance be revealed. 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to 

minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath 

and do not profane it and hold fast my covenant— 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and 

make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be 

accepted on my altar, for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 8 Thus says 

the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others to them besides those 

already gathered. 

L:  Word of God, Word of Life.    C:  Thanks be to God  

 



PSALM: 67 
 1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

 2 Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 

 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.       

 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

 6 The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us. 

 7 May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 11:1-2a, 29-32 

[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, 

a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people 

whom he foreknew.  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were 

once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also 

they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now 

receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.  
 L:  Word of God, Word of Life.          C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                             ELW #172  

 

 

 



GOSPEL: MATTHEW 15:10-28 

P: The Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew, the 15th Chapter     

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what 

goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that 

defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees 

took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my 

heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of 

the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said 

to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without 

understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and 

goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and 

this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual 

immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with 

unwashed hands does not defile.” 

  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a 

Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 

Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at 

all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting 

after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she 

came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take 

the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat 

the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is 

your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that 

moment.  

 P:  The Gospel of the Lord.   C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY          “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”                 ELW #774 

 



 

 

 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED                                            ELW p. 105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER’S OF INTERCESSION 

  L: Lord in your Mercy . . .    C: Hear our Prayer 

 
Prayer Concerns: Jaymi Dader, Mike Menssen, Laikyn, Lindsey Kulseth, Debbie McGuire, Nolan O’Connor, 

Darrell Ask, Dennis Johnson, Mike Larson, Jamie (Noren) Seiner, Marie Christenson, Phyllis Jurgens, Dave 

Finnegan, Tim Knaak, Don Flater, Bruce Ohland, Sam Christenson, Melissa Anderson, Steven Olson, Chloe 

Anderson, Orval Larson, Linda Madison, and Emma Overson. 



SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
 

OFFERING 

Offertory Hymn                        “We Are an Offering”                            ELW #692 

 

 

 
 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Scan this QR Code to give Electronically!  

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                       ELW p. 191 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

  



BLESSING                     

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN                              “Soon and Very Soon”                              ELW #439 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL        P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!         C: Thanks be to God! 
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reserved. 

 

Activities this week:  August 17 – August 23 

Monday      3:00 pm – (E) Study Group 

Tuesday      2:15 pm – Augustana worship on cable tv 

Saturday     10:00 am – (A) Bridal Shower for Kinzee Miest 

Sunday       10:30 am – (A) Joint Worship @ Memorial Park 

                     7:00 pm –  Youth Event, 1st Presbyterian 

 

Church Announcements 
 

 

 Thank you, Deacon Lyla, for being our pulpit supply today! 

 

 Next Sunday, August 23rd is a joint service at Memorial Park at 10:30 am. All are 

welcome to attend! 

 

 Sunday, August 30th is a joint worship at Augustana and is Blessing of the backpacks, so 

students bring your backpacks to worship with you! 

 

 Walking Club is Sunday, August 30th at 6 pm, meet at Augustana. 

 

 Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser! Monday, September 21st from 5 – 8 pm @ The Eagle’s.  

Pre-Sale Tickets are now available! Cost is $12 - Adults, $8 - children 6-12, Free - 5 and 

under. Tickets are available by calling a council member, Augustana office or Susan at East 

Sveadahl. Tickets available at the door: $14 - Adults, $10 - children 6-12, free - children 

under 5. Take-out and in-town delivery available. 

* Make checks payable to Augustana Church OR East Sveadahl Church. 

 

 Rebecca Circle is meeting on the first Tuesday of the month, starting Tuesday, September 

1st at 9:30 am in the Fireside Room. 

 

 Martha Circle is meeting on Wednesday, September 2nd at 9:00 am in the Fireside Room. 

Kristi Zellmann is the hostess and is doing bible study. All are welcome to join! 

 

 Join Augustana choir! No age requirement and all people are welcome. Contact Maya 

Kulseth if you are interested. 507-621-3905 

 

 You're invited to an open house bridal shower for Kinzee Miest and Ben Wicklund on 

Saturday, August 22, 2026, from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM at Augustana Church. Join us as we 

celebrate the happy couple, and please bring a favorite recipe to share—we hope to see you 

there! 
 

 Mayo Clinic Health System in St. James is looking for volunteers to help work the Mayo 

Clinic Information Desk. Duties include helping patients and guests as they arrive to Mayo. 

Hours are Monday – Friday 8 am – 12 pm or 12 pm – 4 pm. Applications can be found 

online at volunteer.mayoclinic.org. 


