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Stewardship Thought: Matthew 3:1–2 – “In those days John 

the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 

‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” John prepared 

the way for Jesus by preaching repentance. Then, when Jesus’ 

ministry was complete and He was raised from the dead, He sent 

out His disciples to preach “repentance for the forgiveness of sins” 

(Luke 24:47). We never outgrow the need for repentance — for 

examining our lives, turning away from our sins and turning 

toward Jesus in faith to receive his forgiveness and strength for a 

renewed life of godliness. ● lcms.org/stewardship 

No Communion: 

Today our pastor is out of town, so the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion that he oversees as our shepherd will be temporarily 

suspended. In its place, our service will reflect on God’s Word, 

review the Ten Commandments as our monthly catechism, 

engage in God’s praise, and pray to Him for ourselves, our Pastor, 

and our neighbors. If you desire pastoral care, please feel free to 

contact Pastor Stirdivant on his cell at 816-769-2277. 

  



Order of Matins 

Ringing of the bell 
Announcements 
  
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

L Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 

L In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 

die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. 

To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 

to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good 

work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

  



L  O Lord, open my lips, 

C  and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

L  Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C  make haste to help me, O Lord. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

L  Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Venite LSB 220 

 

 



 

 

 

L  Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 

 Psalm 72:1–7; antiphon: v. 18 

L  Blessèd be the Lord, the God of | Israel,* 

 who alone does | wondrous things. 

C  1Give the king your justice, | O God,* 

 and your righteousness to the | royal son! 

L  2May he judge your people with | righteousness,* 

 and your poor with | justice! 

C  3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the | people,* 

 and the hills, in | righteousness! 

L  4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

 give deliverance to the children of the | needy,* 

 and crush the op- | pressor! 

C  5May they fear you while the | sun endures,* 

 and as long as the moon, throughout all gener- | ations! 

L  6May he be like rain that falls on the | mown grass,* 

 like showers that wa- | ter the earth! 



C  7In his days may the righteous | flourish,* 

 and peace abound, till the moon | be no more! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

Reading Psalm 72:18 

L  Blessèd be the Lord, the God of | Israel,* 

 who alone does | wondrous things. 

 

Sit 

 

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 

 



 

 

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1–10 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and might, 

 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 

 their young shall lie down together; 

 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 



8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s 

den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy 

 in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal 

for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his 

resting place shall be glorious. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26 

L  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 

C  Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

L  Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 

 From the house of the Lord we | bless you. 

Epistle Romans 15:4–13 

 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, that through endurance and through the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May 

the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 

such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 
6that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one 

another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the 

circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm 

the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the 

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

 and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 



“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

 and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 

 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 

abound in hope.  

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 

 

  1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 

wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah 

when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

 make his paths straight.’” 

4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt 

around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the 

Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him 

in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit 

in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, 

God is able from these stones to raise up children for 

Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. 

Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 



and thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is 

coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not 

worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 

clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, 

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Sit 

Responsory LSB 221 

L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the 

place where Your glory dwells. 

L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the 

place where Your glory dwells. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the 

place where Your glory dwells. 
Catechism Ten Commandments, LSB 321 

L  How the head of the family should teach them in a simple 

way to his household: 

 
What is the First Commandment? 

You shall have no other gods. 

 

What does this mean? 

We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 

 
What is the Second Commandment? 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, 

use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it 

in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. 



What is the Third Commandment? 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not despise 

preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear 

and learn it. 

 
What is the Fourth Commandment? 

Honor your father and your mother. 

 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or 

anger our parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve 

and obey them, love and cherish them. 
 
What is the Fifth Commandment? 

You shall not murder. 

 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm 

our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every 

physical need. 

 
What is the Sixth Commandment? 

You shall not commit adultery. 

 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure 

and decent life in what we say and do, and husband and wife 

love and honor each other. 

 
What is the Seventh Commandment? 

You shall not steal. 

 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not take our 

neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any 

dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his 

possessions and income. 

 



What is the Eighth Commandment? 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about 

our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, 

but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in 

the kindest way. 

 
What is the Ninth Commandment? 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get 

our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way which 

only appears right, but help and be of service to him in 

keeping it. 

 
What is the Tenth Commandment? 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant 

or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to 

your neighbor. 

 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force 

away our neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn them 

against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty. 

 

What does God say about all these commandments? 

He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing 

the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 

generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a 

thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My 

commandments.” (Exodus 20:5–6) 

What does this mean? 
God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore, 

we should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But He 

promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments. 

Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him and gladly do what He 

commands. 



Reading from Martin Luther 

 
Stand 

 
936 Sing Praise to the God of Israel 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017302 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 
Offering 
 
Prayer 
 
Stand 
 
Kyrie LSB 227 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

 
 



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Collects 

 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C  And let my cry come to You. 
 
 
Collect of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten 

Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure 

minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Collect 
O holy and most merciful God, You have taught us the way of Your 

commandments. We implore You to pour out Your grace into our hearts. 

Cause it to bear fruit in us that, being ever mindful of Your mercies and 

Your laws, we may always be directed to Your will and daily increase in 

love toward You and one another. Enable us to resist all evil and to live a 

godly life. Help us to follow the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ, and to walk in His steps until we shall possess the kingdom that 

has been prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Collect for Grace 



O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have 

safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same 

with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, 

neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered 

by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
 
Benedicamus LSB 228 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction LSB 228 

L The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all. 

 
 
921 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
  

C Amen. 
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