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Stand 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Psalmody 

 

P The Lord has redeemed His people. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Venite LSB 220 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



P The Lord has redeemed His people. 

 
 

Additional Psalms Psalm 121; antiphon: v. 8 

 

P  The LORD will keep 

 your going out and your | coming in* 

 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 

P  1I lift up my eyes | to the hills.* 

 From where does my | help come? 

C  2My help comes | from the LORD,* 

 who made | heaven and earth. 

P  3He will not let your | foot be moved;* 

 he who keeps you will not | slumber. 

C  4Behold, he who keeps | Israel* 

 will neither slum- | ber nor sleep. 

P  5The LORD is your | keeper;* 

 the LORD is your shade on your | right hand. 

C  6The sun shall not strike | you by day,* 

 nor the | moon by night. 

P  7The LORD will keep you from all | evil;* 

 he will | keep your life. 

C  8The LORD will keep 

 your going out and your | coming in* 

 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



 Psalm 130 

  

P  1Out | of the depths* 

 I cry to you, | O LORD! 

C  2O Lord, | hear my voice!* 

 Let your ears be attentive 

 to the voice of my pleas for | mercy! 

P  3If you, O LORD, should mark in- | iquities,* 

 O Lord, | who could stand? 

C  4But with you there is for- | giveness,* 

 that you | may be feared. 

P  5I wait for the LORD, my | soul waits,* 

 and in his | word I hope; 

C  6my soul waits for the Lord 

 more than watchmen for the | morning,* 

 more than watchmen for the | morning. 

P  7O Israel, hope in the LORD! 

 For with the LORD there is | steadfast love,* 

 and with him is plentiful re- | demption. 

C  8And he will redeem | Israel* 

 from all his in- | iquities. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P  The LORD will keep 

 your going out and your | coming in* 

 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 

 
Sit 

  



 
596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 

    And give God thanks forever! 

It gives the power to uplift 

    In all that you endeavor. 

When nothing else revives your soul, 

Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 

    And then in death completes you. 

 

6 So use it well! You are made new— 

    In Christ a new creation! 

As faithful Christians, live and do 

    Within your own vocation, 

Until that day when you possess 

His glorious robe of righteousness 

    Bestowed on you forever! 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 

Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017302 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 



Reading Genesis 12 

P A reading from Genesis, chapter 12. 

 

 1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and 

your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 

show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 

bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 

blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who 

dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went 

with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he 

departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and 

Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had 

gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and 

they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to 

the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to the 

place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the 

Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD appeared to 

Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So 

he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 
8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel 

and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 

east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon 

the name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going 

toward the Negeb. 

 10Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went 

down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in 

the land. 11When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai 

his wife, “I know that you are a woman beautiful in 

appearance, 12and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, 

‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me, but they will let you 

live. 13Say you are my sister, that it may go well with me 

because of you, and that my life may be spared for your 

sake.” 14When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that 

the woman was very beautiful. 15And when the princes of 

Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman 

was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 16And for her sake he dealt 

well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, 

male servants, female servants, female donkeys, and camels.



 17But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great 

plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18So Pharaoh called 

Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? Why did 

you not tell me that she was your wife? 19Why did you say, 

‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for my wife? Now then, 

here is your wife; take her, and go.” 20And Pharaoh gave men 

orders concerning him, and they sent him away with his wife 

and all that he had. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Reading Romans 4 

P A reading from Romans, chapter 4. 

 

 1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our 

forefather according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was 

justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not 

before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham 

believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 
4Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a 

gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work but 

trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as 

righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the blessing of the 

one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 

7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

 and whose sins are covered; 
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count 

his sin.” 

 9Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for 

the uncircumcised? We say that faith was counted to Abraham 

as righteousness. 10How then was it counted to him? Was it 

before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but 

before he was circumcised. 11He received the sign of 

circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith 

while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make 

him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, 

so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, 12and 

to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely 



circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith 

that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 

 13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he 

would be heir of the world did not come through the law but 

through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents 

of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 

is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law 

there is no transgression. 

 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise 

may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not 

only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares 

the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is 

written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the 

presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to 

the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
18In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the 

father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your 

offspring be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he 

considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since 

he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 

barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver 

concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith 

as he gave glory to God, 21fully convinced that God was able 

to do what he had promised. 22That is why his faith was 

“counted to him as righteousness.” 23But the words “it was 

counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24but for 

ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who 

raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25who was delivered up 

for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
  



Reading John 3:1–17 

P A reading from John, chapter 3. 

 

 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, 

a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said 

to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from 

God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is 

with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is 

old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and 

be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 

kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 

that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I 

said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows 

where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know 

where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 

who is born of the Spirit.” 

 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet 

you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to 

you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we 

have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have 

told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 

believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended 

into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of 

Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 

so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes 

in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him.” 

 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



Responsory (Lent) LSB 222 

 

 
 
 
First Sunday Catechism  Holy Baptism, LSB 325 

 

What is Baptism? 

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included 

in God’s command and combined with God’s word. 

Which is that word of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 

 

What benefits does Baptism give? 

It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the 

devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as 

the words and promises of God declare. 

Which are these words and promises of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: 

“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 

whoever does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:16) 

 

How can water do such great things? 

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with 

the water does these things, along with the faith which 

trusts this word of God in the water. For without God’s 

word the water is plain water and no Baptism. But with 

the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, 

rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy 

Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved 



us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 

Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been 

justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the 

hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3:5–8) 

 

What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily 

contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins 

and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge 

and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity 

forever. 

Where is this written? 

St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were 

therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life.” (Romans 6:4) 

 

 
Sermon Rev'd Mark B. Stirdivant 

 

Stand 

 
  



Benedictus: 936 Sing Praise to the God of Israel 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110017302 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Kyrie LSB 227 

 
 

  



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

P Let us pray. 
 

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By 

Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may 

happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault 

and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 
  



Collect 

Almighty God, in Your kindness You cause the light of the 

Gospel to shine among us. By the working of Your Holy 

Spirit, help us to share the good news of Your salvation that 

all who hear it may rejoice in the gift of Your unending love; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

        
 

 
Collect for Grace 

P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, You have safely brought us to the beginning of this 

day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and 

grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any 

kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by 

Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 

 
Benedicamus LSB 228 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

  



Benediction LSB 228 

 

 

 
 

877 God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven 

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1): Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt.; (sts. 2, 4): William Mercer, 1811–73, alt.; (st. 3): Richard Whately, 1787–1863, 

alt. 

Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain   
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