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Stewardship Thought: Psalm 142:5 — “I cry to you, O LORD; I
say, ‘You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.’”
The Lord is our portion, our refuge, our everything. His mercy
preserves us through all our days in the land of the living. This
confidence frees us from the fear that so often leads to sins of
greed and coveting. We have the Lord, we have a Father, He is in
control, so we can follow His Word in confidence.

® [cms.org/stewardship

Closed Communion:

We rejoice in this celebration of the LORD'S Supper as the Lord
Jesus indeed comes to us in a very intimate manner, giving to us
His true Body and Blood in with and under the bread and wine in
this sacred meal.  St. Paul writes, "A man ought to examine
himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For
anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the
Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself." (1 Corinthians 11:28-
29) Since we take the Bible’s warnings seriously and we desire to
extend loving care to every individual that comes to the Lord's
Supper, we ask those who are not yet fully instructed in the faith
and/or not currently under the regular pastoral care of this
congregation to speak to the Pastor before attending the Lord's
Supper. If you belong to a church of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, believing and confessing as we do, please speak
to the Pastor so he can give your home pastor an accounting of
your soul’s care. We ask that ALL guests visiting for the first time,
kindly speak to the Pastor before the service. Please respect our
position of love for you and for all, COSELC Pastor and Elders. If
you need gluten-free bread for Communion, please notify the
pastor or an elder before the start of the service. It would be our
pleasure to serve you!



Divine Service Setting Three

Ringing of the bell

Announcements
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all re - ceiv - ing Grace on grace, new life with - in!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659-95, adapt.

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.

110017302 Tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)

Holy Spirit.
Amen.

In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us

forgiveness.



RERE

Kneel/Stand

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Introit

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners
confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and
unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your
infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-
begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and
for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by
Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of
You and of Your will and true obedience to Your
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon
us and has given His only Son to die for us and for His
sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on
His name He gives power to become the children of God
and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes
and is baptized shall be saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
Amen.

Psalm 27:4—6,; antiphon: Psalm 25:15

(P] My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*

for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.



One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek |
after:*

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of
my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to
inquire in his | temple.
(P] For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;*

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift
me high up- | on a rock.
And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies
all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with |
shouts of joy;*

I will sing and make melody | to the LORD.

(P My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.

Glo-ry be totheFa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy up - on us.

Gloria in Excelsis- omitted in Lent



588 Jes%s Loves Me sts. 1, ref, 2
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Yes, Je - sus loves me! The Bi - ble tells me so.

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816-68
Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
(sung) And with thy spirit.

(P] Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are
new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we
may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give
thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

(sung) Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:14-21

“For a long time I have held my peace;
I have kept still and restrained myself;
now I will cry out like a woman in labor;
I will gasp and pant.



15T will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation;
I will turn the rivers into islands,
and dry up the pools.
'And I will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know,
in paths that they have not known
I will guide them.
I will turn the darkness before them into light,
the rough places into level ground.
These are the things I do,
and I do not forsake them.
They are turned back and utterly put to shame,
who trust in carved idols,
who say to metal images,
“You are our gods.”

'Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind, that you may see!

Who is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom I send?

Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LORD?

2%He sees many things, but does not observe them;
his ears are open, but he does not hear.

*'The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hebrews 12:2

(P) O come, let us fix our eyes on | Jesus, *

the founder and perfecter | of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despis- | ing the shame,*

and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.



Epistle Ephesians 5:8—14
8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light

in the Lord. Walk as children of light °(for the fruit of light is
found in all that is good and right and true), '°and try to
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. ' Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. '“For it
is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret.
3But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes
visible, *for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore
it says,

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia - omitted in Lent

Verse for Lent Psalm 36:9
(P] With you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light.

Holy Gospel John 9:1-41
(P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth
chapter.

(sung) Glory to Thee, O Lord.

'As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And
his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?” *Jesus answered, “It was not
that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God
might be displayed in him. *We must work the works of him
who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can
work. °As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” ®*Having said these things, he spat on the ground and
made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes
with the mud ’and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and
came back seeing.



8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a
beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” °Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like
him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” '°So they said to him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” 'He answered, “The
man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to
me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” So I went and washed and
received my sight.” *They said to him, “Where is he?”” He
said, “I do not know.”

BThey brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly
been blind. *Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the
mud and opened his eyes. 1*So the Pharisees again asked him
how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put
mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” '°Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner do such signs?”” And there was a division among them.
7So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about
him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a
prophet.”

8The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” °His parents answered, “We know that this is our son
and that he was born blind. >'But how he now sees we do not
know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is
of age. He will speak for himself.” *(His parents said these
things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already
agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he
was to be put out of the synagogue.) **Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2480 for the second time they called the man who had been
blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this
man is a sinner.” >’He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do
not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now
I see.” *They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did
he open your eyes?” ?’He answered them, “I have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” **And they



reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples
of Moses. 2?We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” *The
man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. *'We
know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him.
32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a man born blind. **If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing.” **They answered him, “You
were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?”” And they
cast him out.

35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found
him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” **He
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”
37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is
speaking to you.” **He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he
worshiped him. *’Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see
may become blind.” **Some of the Pharisees near him heard
these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” *'Jesus
said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but
now that you say, ‘We see,” your guilt remains.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(sung) Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,



by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both
the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.
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longed to see  The heal - ing Christ of Gal - i - lee.
soul to soul, “The touch of Christ has made us whole!”
see and know The heal - ing Christ of long a - go.
cross and grave, His heal - ing hands stretched forth to save.
fess His praise, The heal - ing Christ of all  our days.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024

Tune: Robert Schumann, 1810-56

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017302
Tune: Public domain

Sermon Rev’d Mark B. Stirdivant

Stand

Offertory (sung) LSB 192

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right

spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not
Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold
me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Sit

Offering

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface (sung) LSB 194
(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

®F

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.



(P} It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life
as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be
prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity
and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
o) . ! ]
=T T I }( I T N 1T | | ]
o) [ ——— f T T f
Ho - ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly LordGod of Sab - a-oth;
f . ‘ . . |
b
o) I ! T ]

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - rv. Ho-san - na,

o) )
Iﬁ' P —— ] I I‘E' F—. e & }m 7
[R5 — - .  — = 1 - —
o \ i — ‘ i | ——

ho - san - na, ho -san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,

o] | — . |
| 1 I I
[ 7 1 | I I I | | I |
.J T — T ‘ } T T T
bless-ed is He, bless - edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
h | | |
) —— —— } e 7 i |
- — i i |
Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer (spoken by all) LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P]  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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A - men.

Agnus Dei LSB 198
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit

Distribution

Ushers will direct rows of communicants to the rail for Holy
Communion. When the pastor welcomes your table, you may either kneel
or remain standing. If you are to receive a baptismal blessing from the
Pastor today, please indicate this by crossing your arms in front of your
chest prior to his coming to you with the Body of Christ. If you need
gluten-free bread, please notify the pastor or an elder. The Blood of
Christ is available in individual glasses, non-alcoholic wine is in the
middle of the tray. If you prefer to drink from the chalice, then cross your
arms in front of your chest before the pastor comes to you with the Blood
of Christ. Each table will be dismissed with the words, “Depart in
peace,” and you may return to your row by one of the side aisles.
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Shall my spir - it lan - guish, Yearn - ing, Lord, for Thee?
Ev - ’ry heart be quak - ing, Je - sus calms my fear
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Light - nings flash And  thun - ders crash; Yet, though sin and
God’s great powr Guards ev - ’ry hour; Earth and all its

Pain or loss, Or shame or cross, Shall not from my
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naught to hide  Thee; Naught I ask
hell as - sail me, Je - sus will
depths a - dore Him, Si - lent bow
Sav - ior move me Since He deigns

Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain
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744 Amazing Grace sts. 1-5

N rom— ,
o — = e ] — —
L :)V "I | ) 1 I .I 1 .él -J ]
1A - maz - ing grace— how sweet the sound—  That
2 The Lord has prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man - 'y dan - gers, toils, and snares 1
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall  fail And
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
0 r— . . \
e —H— ——r = —r N — !
e = e e
oJ ' ' ' —) o
saved a wretch like me! I once was lost but
Word my  hope se - cures; He will my shield and
have al - read - y come; His grace has brought me
mor - tal life  shall cease, A - maz - ing grace shall
shin - ing as the sun, We’ve no less days to
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now am found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace  will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when we’d first be - gun.

Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati
Text and tune: Public domain
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weigh the aw - ful load You were will -ing to en - dure.
new life to my soul Yes, Your com-fort ren - ders sweet

crushed it in the dust. Sav - ior, let Your ag - o - ny



Stand
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Tempt my treach-’rous heart to sin, Show the per - il, and from
Let me then be on my guard, Say - ing, “Christ for me was
Help me flee all thoughts im - pure And to mas - ter each temp-

Ev - ’ry bit - ter cup I meet; For Your all - a - ton - ing
Ev - er help and com - fort me; When I die be my pro-
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sin - ning Keep me from its first be - gin - ning.
wound - ed,” That the tempt - er flee con-found - ed.
ta - tion, Calm in prayer and med -1 - ta - tion.
pas - sion Has pro - cured my soul’s sal - va -  tion.
tec - tion, Light and life and res - ur - rec - tion.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. composite, alt.
Tune: Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758
Text and tune: Public domain

The distribution having ended, the following is said:

(P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.
Depart *I+ in peace.

Amen.
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry  of Thy



peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,

]
1
|
1

| 1RAN

H # | |
Py T | I T I | 1T il |
Y T I | 1 1 1 b
o 1 |
isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
(P) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
Aty e
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

(P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Benedicamus LSB 202
(P) Bless we the Lord.
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Benediction

LSB 202

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give
you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

697 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death
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1 A - wake, (0] sleep - er, rise from death, And
2 To us on earth He came to  bring From
3 Then walk in love as Christ  has loved, Who
4 For us Christ  lived, for us He died, And
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Christ shall give you  light; So learn  His love, its
sin and fear re - lease, To give the Spir - it’s
died that He might save; With  kind and gen - tle
con - quered in  the strife; A - wake, a - rise, )
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length and breadth, Its full - ness, depth, and height.
u - ni - ty, The ver - y  bond of peace.
hearts for - give As God in  Christ for - gave.
forth in faith, And Christ shall  give you life.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Tune: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829

Text: © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017302

Tune: Public domain

Contact Pastor Stirdivant Call or text anytime (816) 769-2277.

Email revhollowleg@gmail.com
Church office (904) 829-6823

Lent Evening Prayer service this Wednesday, March 18 at 4 pm.
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