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O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Praise to You, O Christ. Al - le - lu - ia.
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The Lord is risen in - deed. Al - le - Iu - ia
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O come, let us wor - ship Him.
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1 Ocome,letussing . . . ............ to the Lord,
2 FortheLordisa . . .. ............ great God
3 TheseaisHis,forHe . . . ........... made____ it,
5 Glory be to the Fatherand . . . ........ to the Son
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1 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal -va -  tion.
2andagreat . . .............. king a - bove all gods.
3andHishand ............... formed the dry__ land.
Sandtothe ................. Ho - ly Spir - it;
o ol I JF ° — I ]
DACE: S F—
: e
0 4 C T |
P Ay I I & I 1 ]
{1 —io i d > 4 !
A3V 4 ol 1 - &7 1
D ™ Sy
1 Let us come into His presence with thanks - giv - ing,
2 The deep places of the earthare . . . . ... in His hand;
3 O come, let us worshipand . ........ bow down,
4ForHe .......0iiiiiieinennes is our God,
5 asit was in the be - - gin - ning,
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1 let us make a joyful noiseto . . . ... .. Him with songs of praise.
2 the strength of the hillsis . . . ...... His al - so.
3 let us kneel beforethe .. ......... Lord, our mak - er.
4 and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep__ of His hand.
5 is now, and will be for - - ev - er. A - men.
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The Lord is risen in - deed. Al - le - lu - ia
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O come, let us wor - ship Him.

Additional Psalm Psalm 146; antiphon: v. 2
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(P) I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;*
I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being.

(P) 'Praise | the LORD!*
Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
21 will praise the LORD as long | as I live;*
I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being.

(P) *Put not your trust in | princes, *
in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation.
“When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;*
on that very day his plans | perish.

(P) “Blesséd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,*
whose hope is in the [LORD his God,

®who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is | in them,*

who keeps faith for- | ever;

(P) "who executes justice for | the oppressed,*
who gives food to the | hungry.

The LORD sets the prisoners free;
8the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.*
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the | righteous.
(P) °The LORD watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,*
but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin.

19The LoRp will reign for- | ever,*



Sit

646 Chugch of God, Elect and Glorious

your God, O Zion, to all generations.

Praise the LORD!

(P) I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;*
I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being.
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1 Church of God, e - lect and  glo-rious, Ho - Iy
2 God has called you out of  dark-ness In - to
3 Once you were an al - ien peo-ple, Strang - ers
4 Church of God, e - lect and ho - ly, Be the
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na - tion, sen  race; Called as Gods own
His most mar - Vv’lous light; Brought His truth to
to God’s heart of love; But He brought you
peo - ple He in - tends; Strong in faith and
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spe - cial peo-ple, Roy - al priests and  heirs of
life with - in you, Turned your blind - ness in - to
home in  mer-cy, Cit - i - zens of heav'n a -
swift to an-swer Each com - mand your Mas - ter
[ I I n [ I I I‘\I I 1 ]
| Jw Y I y T I T I ]
D— — 7 E——— - — 1
.J [~ (<4 - I T
grace: Know the pur - pose of your call -ing,
sight Let your light S0 shine a - round you
bove Let His love flow  out to oth - ers,
sends Roy - al oprests, ful - fill your call - ing
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Show to all His might - y deeds; Tell of love that
That God’s name is glo - ri - fied And all find fresh
Let them feel a Fa - ther’s care; That they too may
Through your sac - i - fice and prayer; Give your lives in
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knows no lim - its, Grace that meets hu - man needs.
hope and pur- pose In Christ Je - sus cru - ci - fied

know His wel-come

joy - ful ser-vice—
Text: James Edward Seddon, 1915-83
Tune: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-92

And
Sing

His
His

count - less bless - ings share.
praise, His love

de - clare.

Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.

110017302

Tune: © 1942, renewed 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017302



Reading Acts 6:7—7:2, 44—-60
(P] A reading from Acts, chapters 6 and 7.

"And the word of God continued to increase, and the
number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a
great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great
wonders and signs among the people. *Then some of those
who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of
those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with
Stephen. °But they could not withstand the wisdom and the
Spirit with which he was speaking. ' Then they secretly
instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak
blasphemous words against Moses and God.” '>And they
stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they
came upon him and seized him and brought him before the
council, *and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man
never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the
law, “for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth
will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses
delivered to us.” '>And gazing at him, all who sat in the
council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

'And the high priest said, “Are these things s0?”” 2And
Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared
to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before
he lived in Haran,

#<Qur fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just
as he who spoke to Moses directed him to make it, according
to the pattern that he had seen. **Our fathers in turn brought it
in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God
drove out before our fathers. So it was until the days of David,
#who found favor in the sight of God and asked to find a
dwelling place for the God of Jacob. *’But it was Solomon
who built a house for him. **Yet the Most High does not dwell
in houses made by hands, as the prophet says,

#“Heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord,



or what is the place of my rest?
*°Did not my hand make all these things?’

S1“you stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and
ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so
do you. **Which of the prophets did not your fathers
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand
the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now
betrayed and murdered, **you who received the law as
delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

>*Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and
they ground their teeth at him. > But he, full of the Holy
Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. *°And he said, “Behold, 1
see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God.” *"But they cried out with a loud voice and
stopped their ears and rushed together at him. *Then they cast
him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid
down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul.
*?And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®’And falling to his knees he cried
out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

P] O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading 1 Peter 2:2—10
P] A reading from 1 Peter, chapter 2.

?Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that
by it you may grow up to salvation— ’if indeed you have
tasted that the Lord is good.

*As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in
the sight of God chosen and precious, *you yourselves like
living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. ®For it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone
chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will
not be put to shame.”



’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone,” ®and “A stone of stumbling,

and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. '’Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

(P O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading John 14:1-14
(P] A reading from John, chapter 14.

![Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in
God; believe also in me. *In my Father’s house are many
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? *And if I go and prepare a place for
you, [ will come again and will take you to myself, that where
I am you may be also. “And you know the way to where I am
going.” *Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where
you are going. How can we know the way?” ®Jesus said to
him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me. If you had known me, you
would have known my Father also. From now on you do
know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is
enough for us.” *Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so
long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? '°Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on
my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. 'Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is
in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.



12<Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will
also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will
he do, because I am going to the Father. *Whatever you ask
in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. "*If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”

(P) O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory (Easter) LSB 222
Verse To Refrain
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(L) 1 Sing to the Lord and bless His name, proclaim His salvation from day to day.
2 Now is Christ risen from the dead and become the firstfruits of them that sleep.
3 Glory be to the

Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it
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Give to the Lord all glo - ry and strength, give Him the
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hon - or due His name. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

First Sunday Catechism - Confession
What is Confession?
Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins,
and second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness,
from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but
firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God
in heaven.

What sins should we confess?

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those
we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but
before the pastor we should confess only those sins which
we know and feel in our hearts.

Which are these?



Consider your place in life according to the Ten
Commandments: Are you a father, mother, son, daughter,
husband, wife, or worker? Have you been disobedient,
unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or
quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your words or
deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything,
or done any harm?

What is the Office of the Keys?

The Office of the Keys is that special authority which
Christ has given to His Church on earth to forgive the sins
of repentant sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the
unrepentant as long as they do not repent.

Where is this written?

This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter
twenty: The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his
sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are
not forgiven.” (John 20:22-23)

What do you believe according to these words?

I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with
us by His divine command, in particular when they
exclude openly unrepentant sinners from the Christian
congregation and absolve those who repent of their sins
and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain,
even in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us
Himself.

Sermon Rev'd Mark B. Stirdivant

Stand



Te Deum  LSB223

D1 [N
A 5> —— I I
LSS — i o ' '
D) A Tee--
1 We praise You, O God; we acknowledge Youto  be the Lord.
2 Holy, holy, holy, Lord Godof . . . . .. ... ... Sab - a - oth;
3 The noble army of martyrs . . .. ... .. .. .. praise You
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1 All the earth now worships You, the Fa-ther ev - er - last - ing.
2 heaven and earth are full of the majes - ty of Yourglo - ry.
3 The holy Church throughout all the world does ac - knowl-edge You:
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To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the pow rs there-in.
The glorious company of the apostles . . . .. .. praise__  You.
The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable, true,and on - ly  Son;
4 Youarethekingofglory, . . ... ......... (0) Christ;
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1 To You cherubim and seraphim con - tin - wal - ly do cry:

2 The goodly fellowship of the . . . . . proph-ets praise__  You.

3 alsotheHoly . .. .......... Ghost, the Com-fort - er.

4 You are the everlasting Son . . . . . of the Fa - ther.
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5 When You took upon Yourselftode - liv - er man,
6 Yousitattheright . . . .. ... ... ... hand of God
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5 You humbled Yourself to be born of a vir - gin.
6 intheglory .. ... ....... of the Fa - ther
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5 When You had overcome the . . . . . .. sharpness of death,
6 Webelievethat . . . .. ... ....... You will  come
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5 You opened the kingdom of heaven to all be - liev - ers.
6to. ... ... be our judge.
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7 We therefore pray You to help Your. . . . . . ser - vants,
8 O Lord, save Your people and bless Your . . . her - i - tage.
9 Grant, O Lord, to keep us this day with -  out sin.
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7 whom You have redeem - ed with  Your pre - cious blood.
8 Govern them and lift . . . . them up for - ev - er.
9 O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy up - on us.
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7 Make them to be numbered . . . . . .. .. .. with  Your saints
8 Daybydaywe . . ... ............. magni - fy You.
9 O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, as our trust is in You.
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Tinglory . . . .. ... ... ... ..., . ev - er - last - ing.
8 And we worship Your name for - ever and ev - er.
9 O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be con - found - ed.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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P The Lord be with you.
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And with your spir - it.

Collect of the Day
(P) Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one
will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded and
desire what You promise, that among the many changes of
this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Collect
Merciful Father, Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, rose
victorious over death and the grave. We remember with
thanksgiving Y our servant(s) /name(s)], who trusted in Christ
and who now stand(s) in Y our nearer presence where all
sorrows are turned to joy. Strengthen us in the confident hope
of the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come that we may await with joy our reunion in Your
heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Collect for Grace



(P} O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting
God, You have safely brought us to the beginning of this
day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any
kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by
Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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Benedicamus LSB 228
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Let wus bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 228
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P} The grace of our Lord I+ Je-sus Christ and the love of God
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and the communion of the Holy Spir - it be with you all
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616 Bapthismal Waters Cover Me
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1 Bap - tis -mal wa - ters cov - er me As 1 ap -
21 look to Christ up - on the tree, His bod - y
3 Lord, may Your wound - ed hand im - part Your heal - ing
4 From Your own mouth comes forth a word; Your shep - herd
5Bap - tis-mal wa - ters cov - er me; Christ’s wound -ed
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proach on bend - ed knee; My Fa-ther’s mer - cy
bro - ken there for me; 1 lay be - fore Him
to my bro - ken heart; Your love a - lone can
speaks, but You are heard; Through him Your hand now
hand has  set me free. Held in my Fa - ther’s
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here I  plead, For griev - ous sins of thought and deed.
all my  sin, My dark - est se - crets from with - in.
form in me A heart that serves You joy - ful - ly.
stretch - es  out, For - giv - ing sin, de - stroy - ing doubt.
strong em - brace, With joy I praise Him for His grace.

Text: Kurt E. Reinhardt, 1969
Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742

Text: © 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017302
Tune: Public domain
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