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Life Thought: Today we journey with Mary to the hill country of 
Judah to visit her relative Elizabeth. Both women were blessed by God 
with miraculous pregnancies. Even in the womb a child can be filled 

-45). 
The pregnancies in our midst may not be as miraculous, but every new 
human life is a cause of rejoicing. And every child in the womb is in fact 
a blessing from God.   lutheransforlife.org 

 

 

 

Closed Communion: 

We rejoice in this celebration of the LORD'S Supper as the Lord 
Jesus indeed comes to us in a very intimate manner, giving to us 
His true Body and Blood in with and under the bread and wine in 
this sacred meal.  St. Paul writes, "A man ought to examine 
himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.  For 
anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the 
Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself." (1 Corinthians 11:28-
29)  
extend loving care to every individual that comes to the Lord's 
Supper, we ask those who are not yet fully instructed in the faith 
and/or not currently under the regular pastoral care of this 
congregation to speak to the Pastor before attending the Lord's 
Supper.  If you belong to a church of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, believing and confessing as we do, please speak 
to the Pastor so he can give your home pastor an accounting of 

We ask that ALL guests visiting for the first time, 
kindly speak to the Pastor before the service.  Please respect our 
position of love for you and for all, COSELC Pastor and Elders. 

If you need gluten-free bread for Communion, please notify the 
pastor or an elder before the start of the service. It would be our 
pleasure to serve you! 



Divine Service Setting Four 
 
Ringing of the bell 
 
Announcements 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348 c. 413; (sts. 1 4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818 66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. 
Henry W. Baker, 1821 77 
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 



 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
 
P 

Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before 
God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our 

sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 
Introit 1 Samuel 2:1 2, 7 8; antiphon: Luke 1:46b 47 

 

P  My soul magni- | fies the Lord,* 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my | Savior. 
C  My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted | in 



the LORD.*  My mouth derides my enemies, because I 
rejoice in your sal- | vation.
P  There is none holy like the LORD; there is none be- | sides 
you;*  there is no rock | like our God. 
C  The LORD makes poor and | makes rich;* 
 he brings low and | he exalts. 
P  He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from 
the | ash heap* 
 to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of | honor. 
C  For the pillars of the earth | are the LORD * 
 and on them he has | set the world. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
P  My soul magni- | fies the Lord,* 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my | Savior. 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 



 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You chose the virgin Mary to be the 
mother of Your Son and made known through her Your 
gracious regard for the poor and lowly and despised. 
Grant that we may receive Your Word in humility and 
faith, and so be made one with Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.
 
P Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace 
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the 
confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the 
power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this 
faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, 
now and forever. 

 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1 5 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 



3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.
 

 
Gradual  Psalm 103:2; 105:5; 100:4 

 

P Bless the LORD, | O my soul,*
 and forget not all his | benefits. 
C  Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 

his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered.
P  Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his | courts with 
praise!* 
 Give thanks to him; | bless his name! 

 
Epistle Romans 12:9 16 

 9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what 
is good. 10Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo 
one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be 
fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient 
in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs 
of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 
 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 



C Thanks be to God.
 

Stand 
 
Alleluia and Verse (sung) 

 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
C These things are written that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
 
C   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:39-46 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.
 
 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the 
hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house 
of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth 
heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why 
is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting 
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 
45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 

 
 46And Mary said, 

 
 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
 For behold, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name.
50And his mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 



51He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
 and exalted those of humble estate; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers,
  
56And Mary remained with her about three months and 
returned to her home.
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.
 

Sit 
 
Sermon Hymn: 385 From East to West 

 

 

 
Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Ellerton, 1826 93, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche lieder, 1539, Leipzig, ed. Valten Schumann 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 



Sermon  
 

Athanasian Creed, LSB 319 
L Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the 

catholic faith. 
C Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will 

without doubt perish eternally. 
L And the catholic faith is this, 
C that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in 

Unity, neither confusing the persons nor dividing the 
substance. 

L For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the 
Holy Spirit is another. 

C But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit is one: the glory equal, the majesty 
coeternal. 

L Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the 
Holy Spirit: 

C the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy 
Spirit uncreated;

L the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit 
infinite;

C the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit 
eternal. 

L And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 
C just as there are not three Uncreated or three 

Infinites, but one Uncreated and one Infinite. 
L In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son 

almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty; 
C and yet there are not three Almighties, but one 

Almighty. 
L So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is 

God; 
C and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 
L So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is 

Lord; 
C and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 
L Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to 

acknowledge each distinct person as God and Lord, so 



also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say that 
there are three Gods or Lords. 

C The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by 
anyone. 

L The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the 
Father alone. 

C The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, 
neither made nor created nor begotten, but 
proceeding. 

L Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not 
three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

C And in this Trinity none is before or after another; 
none is greater or less than another; 

L but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other 
and coequal, so that in all things, as has been stated 
above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be 
worshiped. 

C Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think 
thus about the Trinity.

L But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one 
faithfully believe the incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

C Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and 
confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is 
at the same time both God and man. 

L He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father 
before all ages; and He is man, born from the substance 
of His mother in this age: 

C perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational 
soul and human flesh; 

L equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than 
the Father with respect to His humanity. 

C Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one 
Christ: 

L one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into 
flesh, but by the assumption of the humanity into God; 

C one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by 
unity of person. 

L For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and 



man is one Christ, 
C who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, 

rose again the third day from the dead, 
L ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, God Almighty, from whence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

C At His coming all people will rise again with their 
bodies and give an account concerning their own 
deeds. 

L And those who have done good will enter into eternal 
life, and those who have done evil into eternal fire. 

C This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it 
faithfully and firmly cannot be saved. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Sit 

 
Offering 

Service of the Sacrament
Stand 

 
Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
 
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, 



Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and 
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, 
for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of 
Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You 
justly barred them and all their children from the tree of 
life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation 
by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in 
Him. 
 
We give You thanks for the redemption You have 



prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy 
Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of 
His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, 
and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 



Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 
 
Distribution 
 
Ushers will direct rows of communicants to the rail for Holy 
Communion. When the pastor welcomes your table, you may either kneel 
or remain standing.  If you are to receive a baptismal blessing from the 
Pastor today, please indicate this by crossing your arms in front of your 
chest prior to his coming to you with the Body of Christ. If you need 
gluten-free bread, please notify the pastor or an elder.  
The Blood of Christ is available in individual glasses, non-alcoholic 
wine is in the middle of the tray. If you prefer to drink from the chalice, 
then cross your arms in front of your chest before the pastor comes to 
you with the Blood of Christ. Each table will be dismissed with the 

side aisles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



507 Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

 

 

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783 1826 
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823 76
Text and tune: Public domain

 



933 My Soul Rejoices 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556 c. 1622 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110017302 
Tune: Public domain 

 
The distribution ended, the following is said: 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 
Depart T in peace.

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
 

 



 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 
face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen.  
 
803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852 1933, alt. 
Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770 1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796 1867 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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