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Stand 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Psalmody 

 

P The Lord has sanctified us in the true faith. 
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P The Lord has sanctified us in the true faith. 

 
 

 
Additional Psalm Psalm 136; antiphon v. 26 

 

P  Give thanks to the God of | heaven,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever. 

1Give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever. 
2Give thanks to the | God of gods,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever. 
3Give thanks to the | Lord of lords,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 

4to him who alone does great | wonders,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
5to him who by understanding made the | heavens,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
6to him who spread out the earth above the | waters,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
7to him who made the | great lights,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
8the sun to rule o- | ver the day,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
9the moon and stars to rule o- | ver the night,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 

10to him who struck down the firstborn of | Egypt,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
11and brought Israel out from a- | mong them,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 



12with a strong hand and an | outstretched arm,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
13to him who divided the Red | Sea in two,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
14and made Israel pass through the | midst of it,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
15but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the | Red Sea,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
16to him who led his people through the | wilderness,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
17to him who struck down | great kings,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
18and killed | mighty kings,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
19Sihon, king of the | Amorites,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
20and Og, king of | Bashan,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
21and gave their land as a | heritage,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
22a heritage to Israel his | servant,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever. 
23It is he who remembered us in our | low estate,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
24and rescued us | from our foes,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever; 
25he who gives food | to all flesh,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever. 
26Give thanks to the God of | heaven,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever. 

       Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

        and to the Holy | Spirit; 

       as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

        is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P  Give thanks to the God of | heaven,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever. 

Sit 

 
  



870 Now That the Daylight Fills the Sky 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–6th  cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Dale Wood, 1934–2003 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017302 

 
Reading Isaiah 55 

P A reading from Isaiah, chapter 55. 

 

1“Come, everyone who thirsts, 

 come to the waters; 

and he who has no money, 

 come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

 without money and without price. 
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not 

bread, 

 and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 

 and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

 hear, that your soul may live; 

and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

 my steadfast, sure love for David. 



4Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

 a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 

 and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 

because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of 

Israel,  for he has glorified you. 
6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

 call upon him while he is near; 
7let the wicked forsake his way, 

 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion 

on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

 neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

 so are my ways higher than your ways 

 and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  



Reading Romans 9:1-18 

P A reading from Romans, chapter 9. 

  

 1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my 

conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2that I have 

great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could 

wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for 

the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 
4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the 

glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and 

the promises. 5To them belong the patriarchs, and from their 

race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, 

blessed forever. Amen. 

 6But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not 

all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7and not all 

are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but 

“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8This means 

that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of 

God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 
9For this is what the promise said: “About this time next year 

I will return and Sarah shall have a son.” 10And not only so, 

but also when Rebecca had conceived children by one man, 

our forefather Isaac, 11though they were not yet born and had 

done nothing either good or bad—in order that God’s purpose 

of election might continue, not because of works but because 

of his call— 12she was told, “The older will serve the 

younger.” 13As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

 14What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? 

By no means! 15For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on 

whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 

have compassion.” 16So then it depends not on human will or 

exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 17For the Scripture says 

to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I 

might show my power in you, and that my name might be 

proclaimed in all the earth.” 18So then he has mercy on 

whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 

  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



 
 
Reading Matthew 14:13–21 

P A reading from Matthew, chapter 14. 

 

 13Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], he 

withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. 

But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from 

the towns. 14When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and 

he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15Now 

when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, 

“This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the 

crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” 16But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you 

give them something to eat.” 17They said to him, “We have 

only five loaves here and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring 

them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down 

on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he 

looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the 

loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 

them to the crowds. 20And they all ate and were satisfied. And 

they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 
21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 

women and children. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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First Sunday Catechism- Christian Questions with Their Answers 

P  After confession and instruction in the Ten 

Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the 

Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the pastor may 

ask, or Christians may ask themselves these questions: 

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner? 

Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner. 

 

2. How do you know this? 

From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept. 

 

3. Are you sorry for your sins? 

Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 

 

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins? 

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal 

damnation. See Romans 6:21, 23. 

 

5. Do you hope to be saved? 

Yes, that is my hope. 

 

6. In whom then do you trust? 

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

7. Who is Christ? 

The Son of God, true God and man. 

 

8. How many Gods are there? 

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. 

 

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? 

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for 

the forgiveness of sins. 

 

10. Did the Father also die for you? 

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; 

but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me 

and shed His blood for me. 



 

11. How do you know this? 

From the Holy Gospel, from the words instituting the 

Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a 

pledge in the Sacrament. 

 

12. What are the Words of Institution? 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the 

cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of 

Christ are in the Sacrament? 

Yes, I believe it. 

 

14. What convinces you to believe this? 

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, 

all of you, this is My blood. 

 

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His 

blood, and in this way receive His pledge? 

We should remember and proclaim His death and the 

shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often 

as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

 

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death? 

First, so we may learn to believe that no creature could 

make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and 

man, could do that. Second, so we may learn to be 

horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. 

Third, so we may find joy and comfort in Christ alone, 

and through faith in Him be saved. 

 



 

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for 

your sins? 

His great love for His Father and for me and other 

sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; 

and Ephesians 5. 

 

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? 

That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, 

died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and 

my neighbor. 

 

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to 

receive the Sacrament frequently? 

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the 

Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the 

command, encouragement, and promise are given. 

 

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need 

and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament? 

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: 

first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh 

and blood. Then he should believe what the Scriptures say 

of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look 

around to see whether he is still in the world, and 

remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as 

the Scriptures say in John 15–16 and in 1 John 2 and 5. 

Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, 

who with his lying and murdering day and night will let 

him have no peace, within or without, as the Scriptures 

picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 

2 Timothy 2. 

 
Sermon Rev'd Mark B. Stirdivant 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, 

still You provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us 

Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give 

thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 
 

Collect 

P  Almighty and eternal God, worthy to be held in reverence 

by all people everywhere, we give You humble and sincere 

thanks for the innumerable blessings that You have bestowed 



on us without any merit or worthiness on our part. 

     We praise You especially for preserving for us Your 

saving Word and the holy Sacraments. Grant and preserve to 

Your holy Church throughout the world purity of doctrine, 

and provide faithful pastors to preach Your Word with power. 

Help all who hear the Word rightly to understand and truly to 

believe it. Send laborers into Your harvest, and open the door 

of faith to those who do not know You. In mercy, bring to 

repentance the enemies of Your Church, and grant them 

amendment of life. Protect and defend Your Church in all 

tribulation and danger. Strengthen us and all fellow Christians 

to set our hope fully on the grace revealed in Christ, and help 

us to fight the good fight of faith that in the end we may 

receive the salvation of our souls. 

     Bestow Your grace on all nations of the earth. Bless 

especially our country, its inhabitants, and all who are in 

authority. Watch over and protect our armed forces, those 

who are in harm’s way, especially our loved ones who are 

deployed to the Middle East. Let Your glory dwell in our land 

that mercy and truth, righteousness and peace may abound in 

all places. We commend to You the care of our schools so that 

our children may grow in useful knowledge and Christian 

virtue and thus bring forth wholesome fruits of life. Grant 

Your Holy Spirit to those who come to the Lord’s Table this 

day that they may receive the body and blood of Jesus Christ 

in sincere repentance and firm faith and to their abundant 

blessing. 

     As we are strangers and pilgrims on earth, help us by 

true faith and a godly life to prepare for the world to come, 

doing the work You have given us to do while it is day, before 

the night comes when no one can work. And when our last 

hour comes, support us by Your power, and receive us into 

Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 
 
 
 



Collect for Grace 

P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, You have safely brought us to the beginning of this 

day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and 

grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any 

kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by 

Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
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822 Alleluia! Let Praises Ring 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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