TBD
“To Be Determined”
Matthew 10:33-42

“{10:3} But whoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my
Father which is in heaven.”

“{10:34} Do not think that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send
peace, but a sword. {35} For [ am come to set a man at variance against his father, and
the daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. {36}
And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. {37} He that loves father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loves son or daughter more than me is not
worthy of me. {38} And he that takes not his cross, and follows after me, is not worthy of
me.”

“{10:39} He that finds his life shall lose it: and he that loses his life for my sake
shall find it. {40} He that receives you receives me, and he that receives me receives him
that sent me. {41} He that receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a
prophet's reward; and he that receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man
shall receive a righteous man's reward. {42} And whosoever shall give to drink unto one
of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto
you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.”

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, this morning’s theme began as a placeholder in
a list of services I prepared for the future. I tried to plan a month in advance at my last
congregation. I would put together a list of readings, hymns, and prospective themes.
Since I follow the liturgical calendar, I knew what assigned readings would be, but not
the theme. Consequently, I would fill the empty slots with “TBD,” “to be determined.” It
is an abbreviation I picked up in the Navy.

However, when I have something on my mind, I worry it to death. I cannot let it
go. If Pastor had asked me for my theme for this morning, I would probably have
answered — TBD. When I began preparing for this morning, I mulled the text over in my
mind. I probed at the edges, tore it apart and analyzed it. I concluded that I could do
worse than “TBD” for my theme. Whether or not we are saved, what our ultimate future
holds in store for us depends on what we believe and in Whom we have believed. There
are also those Christians who argue that a believer could possibly lose his or her salvation
by turning his or her back on the Lord. I guess we could say that our eternity is TBD,
except if we trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, then it is determined.

L Holding fast to Jesus will determine our destiny.
There are so many things of which we are unsure. We go about making plans as if

we are in control, but we actually control very little. That is a scary thought! I am a
proponent of the quip, “If you want to make God laugh, tell Him your plans.” We have



all listened to the news during the past several days. The President of the United States
predicts a several trillion-dollar surplus over the next fifteen years. The President and
Congress are already lining up to determine how to spend all that money. They have
proposed revamping the Medicare system and granting tax cuts. However, as the
political pundits argue, these projections are based upon current conditions and nobody
seriously expects these conditions to continue indefinitely into the future. I learned this
lesson as a child. When I thirteen years old I took over the paper route on my street. The
former paper carrier told me how many customers I had and how much money I would
make for each paper I delivered. I began counting all my money and planning how I
would spend it before I had delivered even the first paper. My father warned me not to
be foolish. Little did I realize just how accurate he would prove to be. I had not taken
into account the people who went on vacation or stopped delivery for one reason or
another. I had not considered the people who received the paper but failed to pay for it. I
still had to pay the newspaper company whether or not I was paid, and my mother made
me put money in the bank for college every Wednesday. Many were the weeks that I had
to borrow money from my father to cover my expenses.

We like to be in control, especially us men. We do not want to hear the initials
“TBD.” I guess it just a part of our nature, the way God wired our brains. We do not like
uncertainty, and we especially despise the feeling of helplessness. When somebody
comes to me with a problem I want to fix it. My heart aches when someone departs my
office and I have not been able to resolve his or her issue. I know that solving every
problem is unrealistic, but that is the nature of males. Some problems cannot be
resolved; some requests cannot be granted, at least in an hour counseling session.

None of us handles uncertainty well either. We worry and fuss. We take useless
action. James spoke of this in his general letter, “Go to now, you that say, today or
tomorrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get
gain: Whereas you know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is
even a vapor that appears for a little time, and then vanishes away. For that you ought to
say, ‘If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.”” (James 4:13-15)

Jesus assures us that we can know our ultimate future. There is only one sure way
to salvation and there are no alternate routes. In the mundane world in which we exist we
have learned that if we cannot achieve an objective in one manner then we should try
another. When our family returned from leave a week ago, we traveled part of the way
on the New Jersey Turnpike. A flashing sign along the turnpike advised us to turn to a
certain frequency on the AM dial where we heard about a long delay at the Delaware
Bridge toll station. The radio advised taking the 1495 exit and avoiding the delay. This
was an alternate route to the same end. However, there are no alternate routes to eternal
life and salvation.

Jesus stated that our salvation is a matter of priorities, and that should be our first
priority. Almost every decision in life is a matter of priorities when we think about it,
especially when we have limited time and resources. Whom to follow is our most
important decision.



II. Life complicates our decisions.

Life complicates our decisions. Other priorities clamor for our attention. What
intrudes on your relationship with God and with our Savior?

We all want peace and lives free of strife. What are willing to pay to get it?
Who, present this morning wants to be part of a contentious family? It is uncomfortable
and the stress may shorten our lives. Would you surrender your faith to live peacefully in
a household that does not value the Christian faith? Jesus said, “He who loves father or
mother, son or daughter, more than me is not worthy of me.” He says in our text, “A
man’s enemies will be the people of his own household.”

Who wants to volunteer for a life of strife and misery? How much are we willing
to sacrifice for worldly peace? Jesus brings peace with God, but he establishes enmity on
earth. This is what he meant when he stated, “I did not come to bring peace but a sword.”
Those who belong to God and those who belong to the world or Satan are at war with
each other. There are no neutral bystanders in this engagement. During the recent
Serbian campaign negotiators scurried back and forth between many locations trying to
settle on a face saving deal for everyone. All sides had their interests to protect,
minimums below which they would not go. A compromise was finally attained; the
bombing stopped; the refugees headed home. However, there can be no compromises
between God’s kingdom and the kingdom of the world, between believers and non-
believers. The ACLU recently brought suit against a minor league ball team because it
offered discount admission tickets to anyone bringing a worship bulletin to the ballpark.
A man who had to pay full price protested the sales promotion. The ACLU said that the
promotion violated the separation of church and state.

Let’s admit it. Strong worldly attractions also tug at our loyalties. “A bird in the
hand is worth two in the bush.” Worldly ease and success bring satisfaction now, not
delayed. We live in the world of the here and now, and whereas “faith is the substance of
things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen,” what we can touch often has more
appeal. The devil tempted Jesus in this same way. The devil showed Jesus all the
kingdoms of the world and their riches and said, “All this I will give you if you will bow
down and worship me.” Satan offered Jesus immediate gratification over delayed
gratification.

Family loyalty also tugs at us. Families are important to God. The psalmist
wrote, “God sets the solitary in families.” Peace with the family I see may be more
alluring than the peace with God that I cannot see. Therefore, I may be tempted to
compromise my faith for the sake of family in order to keep the peace. However, Jesus
warned that a man’s enemies might well be the people of his household. The reasons a
family member might want to prevent another family member from following Christ are
many. Sometimes it is fear. Sometimes it is laziness. Sometimes it is control.
Sometimes it is simply orneriness, and so forth. The results are the same; conflict arises
and the believer may be tempted to shift priorities to preserve peace in the family.



Unfortunately, we often mortgage the future to pay for the present. We may gain
the world now and lose eternal life in the bargain. Jesus is a loving, gracious Savior, but
he is no “namby-pamby.” He was humble but he was not a pushover. He could stoop to
wash his disciples’ feet, and yet he could go one-on-one with the Pharisees, Pontius
Pilate, Herod, and even Satan. He could throw the moneychangers out of the temple and
stare down the elders who caught a woman in adultery. He is the same Lord who said,
“Come unto me all you who are weary and heavy-laden and I will give you peace.”
However, he is not a pushover who turns a blind eye or a deaf ear to his people’s sins or
to their rejection of him. He forgives but he cannot overlook it when a person disowns
him or denies him, at least if that person is not repentant and does not seek forgiveness.
If we are ashamed of him, he will be ashamed of us. He calls us to take up our crosses
and follow him; whatever we bear for the sake of Christ is our cross.

When we returned from leave this past week, we had a message from our former
son-in-law to give him a call. He had something important he wanted to share with us.
He reported that he had seen the heir to the Proctor and Gamble empire on the Phil
Donahue show. The heir supposedly admitted that the crescent moon and stars on
Proctor and Gamble products are really satanic symbols, something which Proctor and
Gamble had denied for decades. When asked by Donahue if Proctor and Gamble feared a
boycott by Christians, the heir allegedly stated that there are not enough really good
practicing Christians to make a significant difference in Proctor and Gamble’s bottom
line. What does this say about making peace with the world and giving up eternity in the
bargain? By the way, I think that my former son-in-law fell for one of the modern urban
myths. I have been unable to verify this incident, but I use it to illustrate a point.
Somewhere in the public perception is the idea that Christians are not a dedicated bunch.
They talk big, but compromise for expediency’s sake.

I11. The message gives us the strength.

Jesus tells us in today’s text that the medium is the message. Jesus, himself, is
both messenger and message, he who is sent and he who sends. This is kind of hard to
get our minds around. If you remember the summer blockbuster of several years ago,
Men in Black, there is a scene where a galactic assassin kills an ambassador from another
world. The ambassador has a pet cat named Orion. The ambassador puts a special
bauble on the cat’s collar just before the ambassador is killed. The bauble contains what
looks like a whirling galaxy. Just before the ambassador dies he tells two of the main
characters, “The galaxy is on Orion’s belt.” Of course, all the characters take him
literally and wonder what he could be talking about since there is no galaxy on the literal
constellation Orion’s belt. The people fail to see what is in front of them because they
are not trained to think in that fashion. We may fail to see what is right in front of us
because we are not trained to think in that fashion. Jesus, message and messenger, sender
and he who is sent.



The message has God’s power to make us believers. Today we baptized Julia, not
because she has the capacity to reflect upon her faith but because the Gospel contains the
power of God to make even Julia a believer. The Holy Spirit works in us through the
message and turns hearts of stone into hearts of flesh. Then he gives us the power to set
our priorities straight. When we turn everything over to Christ we realize that we are
stewards of what God has lent us. Knowing that what we have is on loan enables us to let

go.

The message contains eternal life and forgiveness, so when the message generates
faith, the faith has the promises in front of it to which it clings. Consequently, the Gospel
of Jesus is a very neat package. It imparts faith and provides the object to which faith
clings. Through our faith we receive the promises of God, and God declares us righteous
in his sight. The message also causes repentance because when we receive all that God
has done for us we are ashamed that we have offended him and failed to live as he wants
us to live.

When we receive the messenger, we also receive the message and he who sent the
message. For example, wedding invitations say something like, “Mr. & Mrs. John Smith
request the honor of your presence at the wedding of their daughter Sally to Mr. David
Jones.” If we accept the wedding invitation we also signify that we wish to honor the
people who sent the invitation. We not only accept the offer to participate in the
celebration, but we also accept mother and father, bride and groom. That is, unless we
just like to attend anyone’s wedding.

The message also sets us free. Paul wrote in this morning’s epistle lesson,
“Likewise reckon also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that you should
obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield your members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have
dominion over you: for you are not under the law, but under grace.” (Romans 6:11-14)

We would like to be able to seize the future with certainty. We do not like to see
the words “to be determined” looming in our way to the future. However, we cannot
control the future. Hannah Arendt (1906-1975), German born U.S. political philosopher
said of the future, “Predictions of the future are never anything but projections of present
automatic processes and procedures, that is, of occurrences that are likely to come to pass
if men do not act and if nothing unexpected happens; every action, for better or worse,
and every accident necessarily destroys the whole pattern in whose frame the prediction

moves and where it finds its evidence.”! There is one thing, however, of which we can
be certain, that is our salvation in Christ, our Savior. If we confess him before men, if we
make him first in our lives, if we receive his message, then we will gain peace with God,

IHannah Arendt (1906-75), German-born U.S. political philosopher. Crises of the Republic,"On
Violence,” sct. 1 (1972).



something far more important and lasting than the riches and uncertainty of this world.
Amen.

May the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.



