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….continued on page  14 

Dean’s Message -- by Jonathan Stark 

The Marcussen organ at Helsinki Cathedral in Finland.  Photo by Joe Routon. 

A year ago, I wrote in this column 

about Philadelphia AGO Chapter’s 

January Jumpstart.  I encouraged you to 

attend, considering it a belated Christ-

mas gift to yourself.  Shortly after I 

wrote that column, the 2022 Jumpstart 

was cancelled due to a COVID surge!  

Our chapter’s post-holiday social last 

year was also cancelled for the same 

reason. 

I’m going to try this again, and I’m rea-

sonably confident that we’ve learned 

enough about combatting COVID so that 

this year’s January Jumpstart won’t be 

cancelled.  I’m registered for the 

Jumpstart, and I hope to see many of you 

there also.   

Here’s what I wrote last year, it’s still 

valid: 

…… in this season of gift-giving, 

consider giving a gift to yourself.  

Occasional rest and relaxation 

are very necessary to continuing 

musical creativity.         
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Sub-Dean’s Report -- by Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO 

S F O R Z A N D O  

I wish to express great thanks to all who participated 

in the September Come Autunn Time program, both 

musically and for the exceptional luncheon spread 

with all areas of a full meal covered. The October 

Guild Service was a most musically-sensitive sharing 

from the three choirs of First Baptist Church/

Haddonfield under the care of chapter members Bob 

Gardner and Will Powell and new pastor Ryan Miller, 

with additional thanks to our chaplain, Pr. Kathryn 

Morgan and Fr. John Testa for their participation. The 

chapter also appreciated The Rowan University’s early 

music ensemble, Collegium Musicum, under the direc-

tion of Dr. Lourin Plant in November. We now look 

forward to the hospitality of Peter and Jane Homan 

for a post-holiday gathering at their Merchantville 

home, and then on March 6 the Mikkelsen organ re-

cital at First Presbyterian Church of Moorestown, 

under the care of chapter member Joel Krott. These 

events are all showers of blessing on our locale. 

Please, please, invite friends to come with you to our 

chapter events. The guild’s numbers are in a national 

decline. We do our own recruiting.  A healthy, 

blessed and safe preparation and holiday season to 

everyone. 

“….These events are 

all showers of blessings 

on  ou r  lo ca le .  

Please….invite friends 

to come with you to 

our chapter events.” 

    Matters of Note  
Hospitality 

I am looking forward to seeing you at Peter's home for our annual holiday get together. Remember to email him 

with what you will be bringing. He is asking that folks bring appetizers, side dishes, and desserts. Please RSVP to 

Peter by January 3rd at lapajar@yahoo.com.   
 

Cares and Concerns 

Christmas cards were sent to several of our members. I am also expanding this area as I know first-hand how 

successful sending cards has been at St James. I sent thank you cards to a few former members that served on 

various committees. Although they are no longer part of our Chapter, they deserved to be thanked for their 

service to us. Please let me know if there is anyone you think should receive a card on behalf of the chapter. 

Cathy cmo125@aol.com or 856-214-1928 

 

Sunday, January 22 at 7:30PM:  Young Person’s Concert at First 

Presbyterian Church of Moorestown, 101 Bridgeboro Rd, 08057 

This  special concert is crafted to enhance the appreciation of clas-

sical music among young musicians.  Layla and Vikram Joshi will be 

playing, along with a few youth choirs and other instrumentalists. 

 The program will include: 

Organ/Harpsichord:  Krebs Concerto in A minor for two keyboards 

 Organ:  Bach Fantasia in G Major, BWV 572,  Selections from F. Couperin 

Messe pour les Couvents 

 Harpsichord:  Couperin Preludes No. 1-4, Purcell Suite No. 1 in G major 
 

You are cordially invited  
to the SWJAGO  

post-holiday gathering! 
 

Saturday, January 7, 2023 at 4:00pm 
 

40 East Walnut Ave, 

Merchantville, NJ  08109    
 

Main course will be provided.  

Guests are asked to bring  appetizer, 

side dish, or dessert. 
 

RSVP to lapajar@yahoo.com by Jan-

uary 3 with what you are providing. 

file:///E:/lapajar@yahoo.com.
mailto:cmo125@aol.com
file:///E:/lapajar@yahoo.com.
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 Photo of Mike and Helen Carrell by Joe Routon  

Executive Committee Meeting Report 
-- by Jonathan Stark, Dean 

Report of the Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, December 5, 2022 

The Chapter Executive Committee met via Zoom on December 5.  9 of 11 members at large and all 4 elect-

ed officers were present, 2 members at large were absent.   

Treasurer Chuck Gibson reported on the current operating fund.  At mid-year the balance has increased 

by approximately $2000.  However, significant expenses related to the June 2023 program are antici-

pated which will result in an operating fund deficit for the 2022-23 year overall. 

Chuck Gibson reported on the bequest from the estate of Helen Carrell.  (See separate report elsewhere 

in this issue.)  The Executive Committee voted to keep the bequest separate from the operating fund, 

to deposit the bequest in an endowment account, and to use interest from that account for special 

projects.  

In the absence of a Chapter Membership Coordinator, Dean Jonathan Stark presented a report of the 

current chapter membership.  The chapter membership continues to slowly decline, and there are 

currently 73 members.  Although the ONCARD system has been in place for 8 years, there are still 

instances of members unintentionally overlooking renewal of their membership as the ONCARD 

process does not provide a traditional annual membership letter from a registrar. 

A Chapter Nominating Committee for the 2023 elections is being formed.  Anyone interested in serving 

please contact Jonathan Stark or Glenn Rodgers. 

The Executive Committee noted that long-time member Austin Gould passed away in 2022.  The Execu-

tive Committee approved a memorial donation from the chapter to the church and school Austin 

Gould served. 

Will Powell has accepted an appointment to the office of Chapter Historian.  Kudos to Will!   

A Generous Gift from  

Helen Carrell 
Our chapter has received an extremely generous bequest from 

the estate of Helen Carrell in the amount of $24,041.87.  The 

gift is unrestricted.  For those who didn’t know Helen, she 

passed away in May after an extraordinary life in music.  She was 

the founder of our AGO chapter and a long-term member.  

There was an in-depth illustrated article in the September issue 

of Sforzando, and an extended obituary in the October issue of 

The American Organist.  

The chapter Executive Committee has voted to keep the be-

quest from Helen separate from regular chapter operating 

funds, to deposit it in an endowment account, and to use the 

interest from the bequest to fund special projects.   
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Programs at a Glance 
(See Sub -Dean ’s Report on page 2 for details )  

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, January 7, 2023 at 4PM:    

Post Holiday Social  

at the home of Peter and Jane Homon,  40 

East Walnut Ave., Merchantville  

Sunday, March 5, 2023 time TBA: 

Recital by Sven-Ingvart Mikkelsen  

First Presbyterian Church of Moorestown  
 

Sunday, April 2 time TBA:    
Helen Carrell Day  

Trinity United Methodist Church, 36 West 

Maple Ave. and Chapel Ave., Merchantville  
 

Sunday, May 21, 2023 at 4PM:    

Chapter Members ’ Recital  

Christ Episcopal Church, 500 4th St., 

Riverton  
 

Saturday & Sunday, June 3 & 4 2023:    
Masterclass and Recital by Nicole Keller  

Times and location TBA  
 

Sunday, June 25 2023 at 3PM:   

Annual Picnic and Meeting  

at the home of Bill Mitchell, 631 Boundary 

Road, Pitman  

 

 

 

Register!  

 https://pcagoo.wildapricot.org/event-5037828 

...see schedule, next page 

https://pcagoo.wildapricot.org/event-5037828
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 SouthWest Jersey Chapter 

Scholarship Program   

-- by Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO 
 

Our chapter’s scholarship program exists to serve area congregations 

by increasing the number of capable organists and to insure the continu-

ation of the classical church music profession. 
 

As a reminder, the program is structured as 14 one-hour lessons sched-

uled at the mutual convenience of the instructor and student, ideally on 

the organ where the student practices, or at least one a month where 

the student practices.  The lessons and public jury must take place within 

4 months.  The practice instrument must have a minimum of two 61-

note keyboards and a concave, radiating 32-note pedalboard, with all 

keys functioning.  The student must have legs long enough to reach the 

pedalboard and have intermediate piano skills (meaning and understand-

ing of meter signatures, chords, key signatures, and the ability to read G 

and F clefs).  
 

The audition for this program is on piano.  Applicants will be asked to 

prepare and perform a simple Bach keyboard work, also one movement 

of a sonata by Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Clementi, or Kuhnau, and 

also one hymn written in traditional four-part harmony.  The applicant 

will be asked to sight-read two short pieces; one will be in common 

meter.  
 

At the conclusion of the 14 one hour lessons, a jury is required with 

the teacher and at least two additional chapter members present. The 

jury will consist of the following: 

Two of these three chorales: Ein feste Burg, Lobe den Herren, Herzlich tut 

mir verlangen 

A hymn will be sight-read, pedaling not required 

The tune Old Hundredth  in any of its traditional forms, copy provided to 

the committee 

One pedal alone passage of a chorale, minimum 15 measures 

A trio chorale 

A prelude or fugue from the collection Eight Little Preludes and Fugues 
 

The instructor is appointed by the local chapter.  Accepted applicants 

are responsible for securing a pair of Organmaster shoes and required 

music.  Instruction may happen any time provided all activities are com-

pleted within four months.  Candidates of all ages who meet the above 

criteria are welcome. Please contact Lawrence De Pasquale at 

ldorg59@yahoo.com with questions and to express interest.  

 

Editor’s note:  See next page for the current brochure.  Please feel free to 

print out and encourage qualified applicants to submit this form. 

Gallery:   

January Jump Start 
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Above, Ethel Geist at the 2015 January Jump Start.   

Below, rabbits and a squirrel can be found in a stained 

glass window on the way to the sanctuary.  More photos 

on page 13 and 14. 

mailto:ldorg59@yahoo.com
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Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO  856-589-3901 (Pitman) mwrabbai@verizon.net 

Matthew Smith, 630-800-8967 (Philadelphia) matt.smith2011@att.net 

 

Steve Jones 

President 

788 Piney Hollow Road 

Hammonton, NJ  08037 

joness@comcast.net                          (609) 970-9131 
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Positions Available/Substitute List -- by Peter Homon 
Editor’s Note:  We are updating and hoping to expand our Substitute List.  If you are available to substitute, please contact Peter 

Homon, our Referral/Position Coordinator.  Please forward or refer any items concerning positions available or substitute needs to Peter at 

lapajar@yahoo.com or call 856-952-5132.   

Positions Available:   

St. Stephens Evangelical Lutheran Church, Feasterville - Organist, 2M, 12 R Schantz, 9:30 service, Thursday 7:30 rehearsal, Contact ststephensfeaster-

ville@yahoo.com.  (9/22) 

Audubon United Methodist Church - organist only, 10:30 svc., Adult and Children's Choirs, 1970 II/25 rank Tellers organ, Yahama professional grand 

piano. Contact Marilyn Bradley smradley69@gmail.com. (9/22) 

St. Peter Church, Merchantville (Catholic) – O, I mass (11:30 AM) with choir, Sept.-June. Choir rehearsal Thursday evening 7:30 PM.  Extra masses 

throughout the year.  3-manual pipe organ, no piano or keyboard.  Salary negotiable. Please send resume with education, experience and salary 

requirements to: Choir Director spcmchoir@gmail.com.  (8/22) 

Pittsgrove Presbyterian Church, Pittsgrove -  DOM, Duties include weekly choir rehearsals, praise band and managing sound system.  Knowledge of 

contemporary and traditional church music essentional.  Salary range $8,000 - $12,000 contingent upon experience.  Email 

ppcclerk1741@gmail.com.  (8/22) 

Richardson Park United Methodist Church, DE - O/D or split position, handbell and adult vocal choir rehearsals on same evening, 10:30 service, re-

cently installed 3 manual Rogers with 20 ranks of pipes.  Contact Sherlynn Aurelio at 302-893-5129.  Resume can be sent to staff-

ing@rpumchurch.org.  (3/30/22) 

Holy Trinity Episcopal, South River - O/D, piano skills also helpful, speaking Spanish helpful as well, comfortable using several congregational re-

sources for singing, Rev. Gregory Bezilla, 732-254-1734.  (3/22) 

Luther Memorial Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod), Blackwood - O/D, no choir but would like to begin one, 3 manual Allen Renaissance, 9 a.m. 

svc.  Contact Carlo Danesi 609-832-9702 or cpdanesi@yahoo.com.  (3/21)   

Lambertville Presbyterian, Lambertville, NJ - Organist/pianist Music Director - 3 manual pipe, baby grand as well as electric keyboard,  vocal ensemble 

for holidays, 9:30 summer service, 10:30 winter, Contact Church Administrator Sue Mc Cloughan  609-397-0650  Lambertvillepresbyteri-

an@gmail.com.  (7/21) 

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal, Cherry Hill - Interim Organist, 3 manual Allen Digital, 10:00 svc with a possible change to 10:30, $150.00 per ser-

vice.  Congregation uses 1982 Hymnal, LEVAS, and Praise Songs.  Contact Fred Astmann at 856-424-3820.  (11/22) 

First Church of Christ Scientist, Haddonfield - Keyboardist for 7:30 Wednesday evening services.  Prelude, postlude, 3 congregational hymns.  This 

position is for Wednesdays only, NOT Sundays. Clavinova keyboard.  Contact Hollie Holzinger hjhilzinger@gmail.com   (11/22)  
 

These musicians are available on Sundays and also for weddings and funerals other days:  

Mary Johnson 856-332-8869 (Pine Hill) mebayj47@yahoo.com 

Joanne Owen 856-769-3212 (Woodstown area) lbjkowen1982@comcast.net 

Irina Nenartovich 856-321-3465 (Medford) irinanenartovich@gmail.com  (after 10:30AM on Sundays) 

These substitutes are available for weddings and funerals or Saturday work only:  

Misty Fiske, 302-535-6398 (Greenwich) mistypenguins@gmail.com 

Evelyn Larter, CAGO 856-358-1112 (Elmer) ERLarter@juno.com 

Cathy O’Neill, 856-589-0192 (Sewell, NJ) cmo125@aol.com 
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CHAPTER EMERGENCY FUND  

Our Chapter has begun the sponsorship of a fund to provide short-term emergency aid to Chapter mem-

bers who find themselves temporarily in need of assistance.  No dues money will be used for this aid, but 

tax-deductible contributions will be welcome at any time.  A committee of three, consisting of the Dean, 

the Chair of Professional Concerns, and another member of that committee, will award aid as the need 

arises.  Any Chapter member may recommend a member in good standing who, for reasons such as illness 

or unemployment, deserves our help, by contacting the Dean or the Chair of Professional Concerns. All 

cases of course will be confidential.  If you would like to contribute to this cause, please send your tax-

deductible donation (made out to SWJersey Chapter AGO) to our Treasurer Chuck Gibson, marked for 

“Musicians’ Emergency Fund.”  Mail to:  691 Willow Grove Road, Monroeville, NJ  08343-4529. 

S F O R Z A N D O  

mailto:ststephensfeasterville@yahoo.com
mailto:ststephensfeasterville@yahoo.com
mailto:smradley69@gmail.com
mailto:spcmchoir@gmail.com
mailto:staffing@rpumchurch.org
mailto:staffing@rpumchurch.org
mailto:cpdanesi@yahoo.com
mailto:Lambertvillepresbyterian@gmail.com
mailto:Lambertvillepresbyterian@gmail.com
mailto:hjhilzinger@gmail.com
mailto:irinanenartovich@gmail.com
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Rae Ann Anderson, CAGO  

Miriam Bisbing, SPC 

Mark A. Cole, SPC  

Charlene Cranmer, CAGO, SPC 

Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO  

Ruth O. Fink, AAGO, ChM  

Ethel H. Geist, CAGO  

Evelyn Larter, CAGO, SPC  

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO, SPC  

David L. Rhody, SPC  

Glenn L. Rodgers, AAGO  

Joyce Ann Routon, CAGO, SPC  

 

For more information on Professional 

Certification requirements, proce-

dures, materials and deadlines, visit the 

website of AGO National Headquar-

ters:  www.agohq.org 

Our next issue will be February 2023.  

Deadline for articles, announcements, pictures and reports will be 

Wednesday, January 25. 

Patrons, Contributors  and Advertisers 

Arndt, Ruthann 

Bisbing, Miriam 

Cranmer, Charlene 

Dishong, Mark 

Fenimore, William 

Finch, Gae 

Fink, Ruth 

Gardener, Robert 

Gassaway, Gail 

Hatzold, Renee 

Kirk, Guy  

Larter, Evelyn 

Obarski, Stephen 

Owen, Joanne 

McFarland, Donald 

Nichols, Victoria 

Rabbai, Marilyn 

Rhody, David 

Robinson, Christine 

Rodgers, Glenn 

Scara, Robert 

Stokking-Perry, Nancy 

White, Kathleen 

 

AGO CERTIFIED MEMBERS  

Thank you,  

Patrons &  

Contributors  
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Church musicians gather for the annual January Jump 

Start, which will take place on January 28 in Bryn Mawr. 

http://www.agohq.org
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Dean’s Message  

-- continued from page 1 
An idea for a gift to yourself- sign up 

for January Jumpstart hosted by the 

AGO Philadelphia Chapter on Satur-

day January 28, 2023 at Bryn Mawr 

Presbyterian Church.  The event is 

“designed to inspire you with the contribu-

tions of leaders in the profession in a re-

laxed environment. It's also as much a 

time for reconnecting with colleagues and 

making new friends…”  As well as rest 

and relaxation, education and inspira-

tion and important in recharging our 

batteries. 

The fee for January Jumpstart is $40 for 

AGO members.  Per my employment 

agreement, my church employer will 

pay this fee as part of their support for 

my continuing education.  I’m know this 

is not a benefit universally enjoyed by 

AGO members.  Unfortunately some 

of you aren’t able to even have writ-

ten employment agreements.  I salute 

your perseverance in what could be 

difficult situations, and I have another 

gift suggestion: download the new 

AGO publication “Employing Musi-

cians in Religious Institutions” at 

https://www.agohq.org/employing-

musicians-handbook/ and share a 

copy with your employer.  Although 

the AGO is prohibited by the 2017 

FTC agreement from making explicit 

salary recommendations, there is 

much other information about the 

scope and value of musician’s duties 

that can be discussed.  The 

“Employing Musicians” handbook is a 

wonderful resource for supporting 

discussions with your employer 

about both the value and quantity of 

your work.  If you don’t have a copy, 

please gift yourself one today; it’s 

free! 

Another opportunity for rest and relaxation is 

our chapter’s holiday social, hosted by Peter 

Homon at his home in Merchantville, January 7, 

at 4pm.  As I must play for Mass in Mount Hol-

ly at 5pm, I’m still trying to figure out how to 

The sanctuary of First Presbyterian 

Bryn Mawr Presbyterian, seen from 

the organ loft.   

be in two places at once; my attendance 

at the social may be virtual.  But I hope 

to see you there also, even if only via 

digital technology! 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 

mailto:drhody1@comcast.net
https://www.agohq.org/employing-musicians-handbook/
https://www.agohq.org/employing-musicians-handbook/

