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Dean’s Message 
-- by Jonathan Stark 

The Hazel Wright pipe organ at Christ Cathedral, formerly Crystal 

Cathedral, in Garden Grove, California. Built by Ruffati, it has 293 

ranks, 17,106 pipes, and two 5-manual consoles.   

Photo by Joe Routon. 

A High-voltage Jump Start! 

This year’s January JumpStart was 

hosted by Philadelphia AGO Chapter 

on January 28 at Bryn Mawr Presby-

terian church.  I was there with seven 

of our colleagues from SouthWest 

Jersey chapter, along with more than 

140 other folks.  Here are some im-

pressions from the day:  

JumpStart was cancelled in 2021 and 

2022 due to COVID, and there appar-

ently was quite a pent-up demand.  I 

should say only 150 people could be 

there, because registration had to be 

closed after that point.  There simply 

wasn’t enough space to accommodate 

more people. 

The day began with a hymn festival led 

by Tom Trenney in Bryn Mawr Pres-

byterian’s “chapel”.  The chapel is 

small only in comparison to Bryn 

Mawr Presbyterian’s main sanctuary, 
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Sub-Dean’s Report -- by Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO 
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Our unity under the Most High is reflected in our 

witness in music throughout the centuries, throughout 

the world. We are among a great procession of be-

lievers who have responded in gratitude to the pres-

ence and works of God. We are stewards of a pro-

gression of musical wisdom available from among 

many cultures who confess our same God. Although 

repertoire of hymns, canticles and musical literature 

varies among our worshipping communities, we iden-

tify a common core which unites us and turns us into 

recognizing that we are all God’s children.  

On March 5 we have an opportunity to hear music 

largely from the Scandinavian countries performed by 

Sven Mikkelsen at a church in our area where the 

walls have heard some of the most glorious sounds of 

praise to Almighty God. First Presbyterian Church of 

Moorestown has had the blessing of Joel Krott’s lead-

ership for decades. With the support of the congrega-

tion, Joel has established and maintained a breadth of 

choral and instrumental repertoire that has drawn 

thousands of people together, making connections on 

various spiritual, physical, social, emotional, and intel-

lectual levels, where the entire community is moved 

to respond, “Let everything that hath breath praise 

the Lord.” Soli Deo Gloria.  Please be there for this 

recital and bring at least one other person with you 

who perhaps is not a member of the guild. 

“….music...can break 

open a space that 

helps us perceive 

God’s design for a new 

creation.  Come and 

see.  Come and hear.” 

    Matters of Note  
Hospitality 

Since our celebration for Helen Carrell is on Sunday April 2nd, I will let everyone know that the chapter will be 

hosting the reception following the program. I will be bringing a tray of everyone's favorite hoagies that several of 

you have said you have missed. Please let me know if you can bring appetizers, side dishes, drinks, or desserts. 

You can email me at cmo125@aol.com or call 856-214-1928. Thanks, and I am looking forward to a good turn-

out for this event. 

Cares and Concerns 

Get well cards were sent to Gail Gassaway and Joann Owen, both of whom had elective medical procedures 

done. A note of congratulations was sent to member Layla A Joshi who placed second in the Young Organist 

Competition sponsored by the South Carolina AGO chapter. As usual please let me know if a card should be 

sent to a member. cmo125@aol.com or 856-214-1928. 
 

Saint James Music Press has just published Evelyn Larter’s commissioned anthem from the 2019 Mid-

Atlantic Regional Convention here in South Jersey. Glory To The Righteous One is scored for SATB, optional mezzo 

soprano solo, brass ensemble and organ. It was premiered during the opening convocation at Haddonfield United 

Methodist Church. The published version also includes an option for a solo trumpet instead of the brass ensem-

ble. In addition to Saint James Music Press (www.sjmp.com) Evelyn is published by Augsburg Fortress, Lorenz and 

Sheet Music Plus. Many more compositions are available through her website, www.evelynlartermusic.com. 

…...continued on page 3 

On April 2 we have the opportunity to celebrate and 

experience music as a means of healing and reconcilia-

tion as we honor the work of Helen Carrell while she 

was in the flesh.  On this first day of Holy Week, we will 

express our most healthy honesty before God. Compos-

ers, chapter members and friends and their choir mem-

bers will bring their skills for the needs of healing from 

the earthly loss of Helen and the forthcoming passion of 

Christ. There is a story to be told of peace, justice, 

truth, and love. Facing those needs is an act of seeking 

justice for those present and for those who have been 

silenced by abuse, racism, mental illness, violence, trage-

dy, and other forms of exclusion. We already have a 

$100 donation to the chapter’s efforts on this program 

from a former chapter member who is out of our geo-

graphical area and cannot attend.  

Both these upcoming events are great opportunities for 

music to contribute to synagogue and church witness. 

Melodies in our hearts and on our lips continue to pro-

claim the word of God to the world. We are living in a 

time of much injustice and a lack of harmony in the 

world, yet we maintain that God intends a just and or-

derly creation. In order to form a community, music 

helps to more adequately address issues of justice and 

mercy, and by God’s grace can break open a space that 

helps us perceive God’s design for a new creation. Come 

and see. Come and hear. 

mailto:cmo125@aol.com
mailto:cmo125@aol.com
http://www.sjmp.com/
http://www.evelynlartermusic.com/
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Our Chapter Nominating Committee, Glenn Rodgers, chair; Stephen Obarski, 

Cathy O’Neill, and Joyce Ann Routon, is now developing nominations for the 

2023 elections for chapter offices.  The Nominating Committee will present its 

slate of nominations to the chapter Executive Committee on March 13.  If you 

have interests you wish to share with the Nominating Committee please contact 

them prior to March 13.  Look for your ballot in next month’s SFZ! 

It's not too late to participate in Woman Composer Sunday on March 5. Check out this 

Special Edition of the AGO Task Force for Gender Equity's newsletter for repertoire 

suggestions and other resources. 

Click here to download the Task Force's Special Edition 
Woman Composer Sunday newsletter. 

 
Remember to post your videos of your playing on social media with the hashtag 

#WomanComposerSunday.  Happy Playing! 

(Editor’s note:  see Evelyn Larter, Matters of Note page 2) 

Matters of Note, continued from page 2 

Woman Composer Sunday:  March 5 

Lenten Organ Recital Series: Wednesdays at noon  at Trinity Episcopal Church, 207 West Main Street in Moorestown, NJ  08057.   

March 8 - Edward Landin Senn - Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church 

March 15 - Matthew Smith - Haddonfield United Methodist Church 

March 22 - Glenn Rodgers - Delran, NJ 

March 29 - Mark Trautman - St. John's Episcopal Church, Somerville, NJ 
 

Sunday, March 12 at 4PM:  Choral Evensong for the Season of Lent with the choir of Trinity Episcopal Church, 207 West Main 

Street in Moorestown, NJ  08057.  Andrew Senn is the guest organist. 
 

Congratulations Layla Joshi!  Layla received 2nd place (and was awarded $1000) in her first organ competition—the Young Organist 

Competition of the Columbia, SC chapter of the AGO. 

Here’s a link to her recorded submission: https://youtu.be/bkQLepNpPJA 

Paul Hindemith: Sonata No. 3 (I. “Ach Gott, wem soll ich’s klagen”) 

JS Bach: Fantasia in G Major (“Pièce d’Orgue”) BWV 572 
 

Sunday, April 2, 2023 at 7:30PM:  Haydn's "Theresa" Mass with the West Jersey Chamber Symphony and Chorale and Adult 

Choir of First Presbyterian Church of Moorestown, NJ.  One of the most radiant choral works of the classical era, Hay-

dn's Theresienmesse showcases the composer at his masterful best.  Tickets:  Regular - $28 - Senior - $20 and students 18 and under are 

always free.  Tickets can be purchased at the door or online at  https://wjcms.org/concerts/. 
 

Sunday, April 23 at 3PM:  Piano/Organ Recital featuring Mary Shipley (piano), Edwin Mitchell (piano) and William Mitchell (organ).  

It will take place in the sanctuary of the Pitman United Methodist Church, located on the corner of Lamb's Road and Broadway, Pitman. 
 

Call for Performers:  two more recitalists are needed for the SWJAGO chapter Members Recital on Sunday, May 21 at 4PM at Christ 

Episcopal Church, 500 4th St., Riverton.  Repertoire would not need to be a major work.  Each of the performers will have their own 

memory level and appropriate practice time on the instrument.  Contact Peter Homon at lapajar@yahoo.com. 

https://youtu.be/bkQLepNpPJA
https://wjcms.org/concerts/
mailto:lapajar@yahoo.com


 SouthWest Jersey Chapter 

Scholarship Program   

-- by Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO 
 

Our chapter’s scholarship program exists to serve area congregations 

by increasing the number of capable organists and to insure the continu-

ation of the classical church music profession. 
 

As a reminder, the program is structured as 14 one-hour lessons sched-

uled at the mutual convenience of the instructor and student, ideally on 

the organ where the student practices, or at least one a month where 

the student practices.  The lessons and public jury must take place within 

4 months.  The practice instrument must have a minimum of two 61-

note keyboards and a concave, radiating 32-note pedalboard, with all 

keys functioning.  The student must have legs long enough to reach the 

pedalboard and have intermediate piano skills (meaning and understand-

ing of meter signatures, chords, key signatures, and the ability to read G 

and F clefs).  
 

The audition for this program is on piano.  Applicants will be asked to 

prepare and perform a simple Bach keyboard work, also one movement 

of a sonata by Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Clementi, or Kuhnau, and 

also one hymn written in traditional four-part harmony.  The applicant 

will be asked to sight-read two short pieces; one will be in common 

meter.  
 

At the conclusion of the 14 one hour lessons, a jury is required with 

the teacher and at least two additional chapter members present. The 

jury will consist of the following: 

Two of these three chorales: Ein feste Burg, Lobe den Herren, Herzlich tut 

mir verlangen 

A hymn will be sight-read, pedaling not required 

The tune Old Hundredth  in any of its traditional forms, copy provided to 

the committee 

One pedal alone passage of a chorale, minimum 15 measures 

A trio chorale 

A prelude or fugue from the collection Eight Little Preludes and Fugues 
 

The instructor is appointed by the local chapter.  Accepted applicants 

are responsible for securing a pair of Organmaster shoes and required 

music.  Instruction may happen any time provided all activities are com-

pleted within four months.  Candidates of all ages who meet the above 

criteria are welcome. Please contact Lawrence De Pasquale at 

ldorg59@yahoo.com with questions and to express interest.  

 

Editor’s note:  See next page for the current brochure.  Please feel free to 

print out and encourage qualified applicants to submit this form. 

Programs at a Glance 
(See Sub -Dean ’s Report on page 2 for details )  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March 5, 2023 time TBA: 

Recital by Sven-Ingvart Mikkelsen  

First Presbyterian Church of Moorestown  

(see poster and program, page 7 & 8)  

 
 

 

Sunday, April 2 at 4PM:    

Helen Carrell Day  

Trinity United Methodist Church, 36 West 

Maple Ave. and Chapel Ave., Merchantville  
 

Sunday, May 21, 2023 at 4PM:    
Chapter Members ’ Recital  

Christ Episcopal Church, 500 4th St., 

Riverton  
 

Saturday & Sunday, June 3 & 4 2023:    

Masterclass and Recital by Nicole Keller  

Times and location TBA  
 

Sunday, June 25 2023 at 3PM:   

Annual Picnic and Meeting  

at the home of Bill Mitchell, 631 Boundary 

Road, Pitman  
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Moorestown March 5, 2023 

 

Organ music from Scandinavia 
 

Sven-Ingvart Mikkelsen - Organ 

 

Diderik Buxtehude    Praeludium in C, BuxWV 136    

  1637-1707 

 

Nicolaus Bruhns    Nun komm der Heiden Heiland  

  1665-1697 

 

Johann Adolph Scheibe Triosonata in D Major 

  1708-1776  - Fuga – Langsam – Geschwind  

 

Bent Lorentzen Saturnus (from The Planets) 

  1935-2018 

   

Johan Lorentz Prelude in d minor 

  1610-1689 

 

Christian Geist Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr 

  1640-1711 

 

Johann Rudolph Radeck Engellischer Mascharada 

  1610-1663 

 

Christian Flor Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott 

  1626-1697 

 

Niels W. Gade Tone Piece in d minor 

  1817-1890 

 

H. Matthison-Hansen Fantasi on the folk tune ”Queen Dagmar” 

1807-1890 

 

Sven-Ingvart Mikkelsen    Variations and Fuge on the folk tune ”Queen Dagmar” 

  1955-     
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HELEN CARRELL 

DAY 

 

 
 

Offered to the community by the Southwest Jersey Chapter 

of The American Guild of Organists 
featuring choirs and friends from Trinity Episcopal Church, Moorestown and 

Haddonfield United Methodist Church 

Organ solos by Jonathan Stark, Evelyn Larter, Misty Fiske 

Alice Gilmore Young, soprano; Kenneth Carson, oboe; Robert Gardner, harp 

An offering will be received and divided between 

the church and the chapter’s scholarship fund 

 

Sunday, April 2, 2023 at 4 PM 

Trinity United Methodist Church, 36 W. Maple Ave., Mer-

chantville NJ 
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Steve Jones 

President 

788 Piney Hollow Road 

Hammonton, NJ  08037 

joness@comcast.net                          (609) 970-9131 
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Positions Available/Substitute List -- by Peter Homon 
Editor’s Note:  We are updating and hoping to expand our Substitute List.  If you are available to substitute, please contact Peter 

Homon, our Referral/Position Coordinator.  Please forward or refer any items concerning positions available or substitute needs to Peter at 

lapajar@yahoo.com or call 856-952-5132.   

Positions Available:   

St. Stephens Evangelical Lutheran Church, Feasterville - Organist, 2M, 12 R Schantz, 9:30 service, Thursday 7:30 rehearsal, Contact ststephensfeaster-

ville@yahoo.com.  (9/22) 

Audubon United Methodist Church - organist only, 10:30 svc., Adult and Children's Choirs, 1970 II/25 rank Tellers organ, Yahama professional grand 

piano. Contact Marilyn Bradley smradley69@gmail.com. (9/22) 

St. Peter Church, Merchantville (Catholic) – O, I mass (11:30 AM) with choir, Sept.-June. Choir rehearsal Thursday evening 7:30 PM.  Extra masses 

throughout the year.  3-manual pipe organ, no piano or keyboard.  Salary negotiable. Please send resume with education, experience and salary 

requirements to: Choir Director spcmchoir@gmail.com.  (8/22) 

Pittsgrove Presbyterian Church, Pittsgrove -  DOM, Duties include weekly choir rehearsals, praise band and managing sound system.  Knowledge of 

contemporary and traditional church music essentional.  Salary range $8,000 - $12,000 contingent upon experience.  Email 

ppcclerk1741@gmail.com.  (8/22) 

Richardson Park United Methodist Church, DE - O/D or split position, handbell and adult vocal choir rehearsals on same evening, 10:30 service, re-

cently installed 3 manual Rogers with 20 ranks of pipes.  Contact Sherlynn Aurelio at 302-893-5129.  Resume can be sent to staff-

ing@rpumchurch.org.  (3/30/22) 

Holy Trinity Episcopal, South River - O/D, piano skills also helpful, speaking Spanish helpful as well, comfortable using several congregational re-

sources for singing, Rev. Gregory Bezilla, 732-254-1734.  (3/22) 

Martin Luther Chapel (Missouri Synod), Pennsauken - organist/pianist, pipe organ, baby grand, possibility to begin a choir, 10:00 svc.  Contact John 

Doose at Jdoose@hotmail.com.  (2/23) 

Luther Memorial Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod), Blackwood - O/D, no choir but would like to begin one, 3 manual Allen Renaissance, 9 a.m. 

svc.  Contact Carlo Danesi 609-832-9702 or cpdanesi@yahoo.com.  (3/21)   

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal, Cherry Hill - Interim Organist, 3 manual Allen Digital, 10:00 svc with a possible change to 10:30, $150.00 per ser-

vice.  Congregation uses 1982 Hymnal, LEVAS, and Praise Songs.  Contact Fred Astmann at 856-424-3820.  (11/22) 

These musicians are available on Sundays and also for weddings and funerals other days:  

Mary Johnson 856-332-8869 (Pine Hill) mebayj47@yahoo.com 

Joanne Owen 856-769-3212 (Woodstown area) lbjkowen1982@comcast.net 

Irina Nenartovich 856-321-3465 (Medford) irinanenartovich@gmail.com  (after 10:30AM on Sundays) 

These substitutes are available for weddings and funerals or Saturday work only:  

Misty Fiske, 302-535-6398 (Greenwich) mistypenguins@gmail.com 

Evelyn Larter, CAGO 856-358-1112 (Elmer) ERLarter@juno.com 

Cathy O’Neill, 856-589-0192 (Sewell, NJ) cmo125@aol.com 

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO  856-589-3901 (Pitman) mwrabbai@verizon.net 

Matthew Smith, 630-800-8967 (Philadelphia) matt.smith2011@att.net 
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CHAPTER EMERGENCY FUND  

Our Chapter has begun the sponsorship of a fund to provide short-term emergency aid to Chapter mem-

bers who find themselves temporarily in need of assistance.  No dues money will be used for this aid, but 

tax-deductible contributions will be welcome at any time.  A committee of three, consisting of the Dean, 

the Chair of Professional Concerns, and another member of that committee, will award aid as the need 

arises.  Any Chapter member may recommend a member in good standing who, for reasons such as illness 

or unemployment, deserves our help, by contacting the Dean or the Chair of Professional Concerns. All 

cases of course will be confidential.  If you would like to contribute to this cause, please send your tax-

deductible donation (made out to SWJersey Chapter AGO) to our Treasurer Chuck Gibson, marked for 

“Musicians’ Emergency Fund.”  Mail to:  691 Willow Grove Road, Monroeville, NJ  08343-4529. 
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P A G E  1 2  

Rae Ann Anderson, CAGO  

Miriam Bisbing, SPC 

Mark A. Cole, SPC  

Charlene Cranmer, CAGO, SPC 

Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO  

Ruth O. Fink, AAGO, ChM  

Ethel H. Geist, CAGO  

Evelyn Larter, CAGO, SPC  

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO, SPC  

David L. Rhody, SPC  

Glenn L. Rodgers, AAGO  

Joyce Ann Routon, CAGO, SPC  

 

For more information on Professional 

Certification requirements, proce-

dures, materials and deadlines, visit the 

website of AGO National Headquar-

ters:  www.agohq.org 

Our next issue will be April  2023.  

Deadline for articles, announcements, pictures and reports will be 

Saturday, March 25. 

Patrons, Contributors  and Advertisers 

Arndt, Ruthann 

Bisbing, Miriam 

Cranmer, Charlene 

Dishong, Mark 

Fenimore, William 

Finch, Gae 

Fink, Ruth 

Gardener, Robert 

Gassaway, Gail 

Hatzold, Renee 

Kirk, Guy  

Larter, Evelyn 

Obarski, Stephen 

Owen, Joanne 

McFarland, Donald 

Nichols, Victoria 

Rabbai, Marilyn 

Rhody, David 

Robinson, Christine 

Rodgers, Glenn 

Scara, Robert 

Stokking-Perry, Nancy 

White, Kathleen 

 

AGO CERTIFIED MEMBERS  

Thank you,  

Patrons &  

Contributors  

S F O R Z A N D O  

Happy 
Birthday,  

J. S. Bach! 

http://www.agohq.org
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Dean’s Message  

-- continued from page 1 

and the chapel organ is a 3-manual 42 rank Petty-

Madden.  Tom Trenney accompanied traditional 

hymns on the organ with style and creativity, and 

switched to piano for some more contemporary 

songs.  This reviewer found a few of the contem-

porary songs musically unimpressive and theolog-

ically questionable, but your mileage may vary! 

Next was a master class in the main sanctuary by 

Dr. Damin Spritzer, professor of organ at the 

University of Oklahoma.  The main sanctuary at 

Bryn Mawr Presbyterian is the size of a cathedral 

and contains a 3 manual Rieger tracker organ of 

89 ranks built in 2005.  (Confusingly, the church’s 

previous organ was also a Rieger tracker from 

1974; the current instrument is a complete re-

placement, not a rebuild.)  Forget any impression 

you might have of neo-Baroque Riegers from the 

50’s, 60’s or 70’s. This organ is capable of the 

most authentic renditions of French Romantic 

music this side of Paris. 

Damin Spritzer is a major artist, with formidable 

technique and impeccable musicianship.  But in 

the master class what impressed most was her 

humility and positive attitude.  Three students 

of differing abilities participated, playing Rachel 

Laurin’s Fantasy and Fugue in D, op. 73; Sigrid 

Karg-Elert’s chorale prelude on Nun danket 

alle Gott, Op. 65; and the Preambule from 

Louis Vierne’s 24 Pieces en Style Libre.  No 

matter the skill level or preparedness of each 

student, Dr. Spritzer unfailingly focused on the 

positive, and used that focus to extend and 

stretch each student’s performance to a higher 

level.  Frankly, not every teacher in my person-

al life has been so positive.  I’d love to study 

with Dr. Spritzer – if only Oklahoma was clos-

er! 

Next, I chose a workshop by organ builder 

David Storey of Baltimore on pipe organ con-

struction and troubleshooting.  David Storey 

possesses a wealth of information.  But with so 

many different types of pipe organ action, pipe 

construction, and voicing styles a workshop of 

only an hour’s length could not cover these 

topics in depth. 

Following lunch, I elected to attend the panel 

discussion on gender equity.  (No, I wasn’t the 

only male there.)  The panel consisted of AGO 

President Eileen Hunt, Lyn Loewi, and Michael 

Smith, with Damin Spritzer as an extremely 

enthusiastic participant from the audience!  

You may have noticed a recent emphasis in 

TAO on diversity, equity, and inclusion issues.  

It is long overdue.  A resource sheet listing 

organ compositions by 31 woman composers 

was passed out; I’m embarrassed to say 

I only recognized 10 names. 

The day concluded with a recital by Dr. 

Spritzer on the Rieger organ of a pro-

gram of works by woman and PoC 

composers.  Johanna Senfter’s Fantasy 

and Fugue on Wie schön leuchtet der 

Morgenstern is fully equal to the most 

accomplished works of her teacher, 

Max Reger.  Josephine Boulay’s music 

shows some traces of influence from 

her teacher Cesar Franck, but also 

speaks with a unique and individual 

voice.  I was impressed with the Boulay 

pieces; I’ve scheduled them for my 

prelude on Woman Composer Sunday, 

March 5.    

The event was very professionally orga-

nized and is a great credit to the Phila-

delphia AGO chapter.  Consider at-

tending next year, you won’t be disap-

pointed! 

 
Soli Deo Gloria 

mailto:drhody1@comcast.net

