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Dean’s Message - by Jonathan Stark

What’s She Got That | Ain’t Got?

Advertisers & 13, Anna Lapwood was here in America this month. Perhaps you have not heard of her? In a nutshell Anna Lapwood

Contributors 14 is a British concert organist, broadcaster, social media influencer, and university director of music. To some
“social media influencer” can mean “all hat and no cattle” But that doesn’t apply to Anna Lapwood. She is
the real deal.

Anna Lapwood studied at Magdalen College, Oxford, where she was the first woman ever to receive an or-
gan scholarship. At age 21 she became the youngest person in history appointed as director of music at an
‘ Oxbridge college when she became Director of Music at Pembroke College, Cambridge. She is an Associate
Artist at Royal Albert Hall. She is a composer,and has created organ transcriptions of challenging works such
|| as Britten’s Four Sea Interludes. Besides organ, she plays piano, violin, viola, and harp; she was a harpist in the
National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain. She was appointed MBE last year for her services to music. She’s

now 28.

©2024by SWlersey AGD continued on page 3
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Sub-Dean’s Report - by Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO

As we are about to enter the Season After Pentecost, which begins on May 20 and ends with mid-day prayer on the
Saturday before Advent |, we first celebrate Pentecost, the arrival of the Spirit, with our annual members' recital,
this year at First Presbyterian Church of Moorestown, on May 19 at 4 PM. You will find a poster listing the many
performers on the unique Marcussen organ, and we thank Joel Krott for hosting this event.

Then on Sunday, June 30 we look forward to our annual business meeting and picnic at the home of Evelyn Larter.

The Sundays After Pentecost make up the longest portion of the church year, where, in the Time of the Church,
we focus on growing together in the life of God. Many denominations use readings that will focus on the life of
Christ in his church, hearing of Jesus' healing the faithful and teaching his disciples. All that Jesus did was very invi-
tational. He told his disciples to go out, preach, teach and baptize.

We are called in music ministry to do the same.
Nothing i going to happen if we all just sit there.

Go out. Come out. See you soon, we hope.

Deacon Lawrence De Pasquale

Take-aways irom the Vocal[Choir Workshop with Lauren Athey-Janka—by Marilyn Rabbai

On Sunday afternoon, April 9, we gathered at Pitman United Methodist Church for a vocal pedagogy workshop
presented by Professor Lauren Athey-Janka of Rowan University. As participants introduced themselves, we
could see how diverse our comparative experiences were, with varied backgrounds in singing, conducting, and
accompanying.

Our common goal was to learn more about healthy vocal production in the choral rehearsal, and Professor Athey
-Janka was a passionately articulate advocate for healthy singing. She talked about her journey as a performer and
educator, adding a personal note to some of the highlights listed in her extensive resume. Her explanation of the
systems of the voice illustrated how those systems are optimally engaged to produce sound. She described singing
as “a full-bodied experience,” and explained the many factors that affect our production of vocal sound.

Particularly helpful were her demonstrations and suggestions for warm-ups, rehearsal techniques, exercises, and
diagnostic tools. The interactive structure of this workshop allowed us to practice some of the basic ideas, ask
questions and seek solutions for specific challenges we encounter in our rehearsals.

Professor Athey-Janka also talked about articulation, pronunciation, texts in multiple languages, and vocal physiolo-
gy, providing a wonderful multi-page handout to help us remember key concepts. We had an opportunity to talk
with her at the chili-fueled fellowship following the workshop.




SFORZANDO VOLUME 13, I SSUE 9 PAGE 3

Dean’s MBSSElgG, continued from page 1

On April 8 Ms. Lapwood played a recital on the 137 rank Mander organ at Princeton University Chapel. | attended with my colleague Erica Rose
Smith who noted “Anna Lapwood was her version of Taylor Swift” The recital started at 8pm, the Chapel doors opened at 7pm, and Erica urged
me to get us there early. Erica was right; when we arrived at 6:35, there were already 75 people lined up outside. A steady stream of concertgoers
kept coming, by 8pm every pew in the Chapel was occupied. The Chapel officially seats 2,000. | estimate that there were close to 1,000 people
there. Have you been to many organ recitals lately that drew 1,000 people?

Ms. Lapwood played pieces by living composers Kristina Arakelyan and Philip Glass, three movements from Hans Zimmer’s score for the movie
Interstellar, a Suite by Florence Price, and her own transcription of Debussy’s Clair de Lune. And as if to prove her mastery of “conventional” reper-
toire, she also played Durufle’s Prelude et fugue sur le nom d'Alain. She explored the full gamut of registrations on the big Mander organ. Her tech-
nique is brilliant, her musicianship is impeccable.

So what? Look at the ads for concert management agencies in TAO and you’ll see many organists with brilliant technique and impeccable musician-
ship. Last year | attended a recital by Levente Kuzma in Philadelphia. Mr. Kuzma played Liszt’s Variations on Weinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Zagen on a Fisk
tracker— not the most congenial instrument for Liszt’s music — and gave a dazzling performance. There were 35 people there.

Yes, Anna Lapwood is young and blonde and pretty, and has a charming (to American ears) RP accent. She’s warm and engaging and personable. But
1,000 people didn’t turn out just to see an attractive young Englishwoman with a congenial personality. What'’s she really got that others ain’t got?

Here’s a clue: as an encore, Ms. Lapwood offered the audience a choice between something from Phantom of the Opera and Test Drive from How to
Train Your Dragon (composer John Powell). Test Drive was the overwhelming audience choice. And her performance was greeted by enormous audi-
ence approval. Anna Lapwood understands how to connect with non-organists, and even with non-musicians.

In the early 20" century Edwin Lemare was the most highly paid organist of his day, sometimes playing for audiences of 10,000. Much of what he
played were orchestral transcriptions and his own light and popular compositions. It’s no coincidence that Lemare’s time was also the zenith of
public esteem for the pipe organ. Anna Lapwood is showing us something important. Will we pay heed?

Soli Deo gloria.

Matters of Note - by caty 0Nl

Hospitality

Thanks to Bill Mitchell for hosting the April meeting. After our member's recital in May there will be a reception.We will be having finger foods.
Anyone who would like to donate cracker and cheese, dips and chips, veggie or fruit trays, cookies, or anything else please let me know in ad-
vance. Cathy 856-214-1928

Cares and Concerns

A note was sent to Ruth Fink. | will also be sending a get-well card to Jonathan who is having an elective procedure before the end of April. If
you know of anyone else who would appreciate a card, please let me know at 856-214-1928 or cmo125@aol.com

EEEEEEEEE
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The Southwest Jersey Chapter
American Guild of Organists

presents its

ANNUAL
MEMBERS’ RECITAL

Layla Joshi, David Doan, Irina Nenartovich, Misty Fiske,
Vernon Williams, Glenn Rodgers,
Christopher Daly, Matthew Smith

Hosted by Joel Krott
Sunday. May 19, 2024 at 4 PM

First Presbyterian Church
101 Bridgeboro Rd., Moorestown, N
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The NOmlHatng COmmlﬂBB of the Southwest Jersey AGO chapter is pleased to propose the following slate of nominees

for the 2024 chapter elections:

Dean Jonathan Stark
Sub Dean David Reich

Secretary Cathy O’Neill
Treasurer Chuck Gibson

Executive Committee Members at Large, Class of 2027
Misty Fiske
Joanne Owen
David Rhody
Matt Smith

We thank these members for their willingness to serve our chapter. Please take the time to cast your vote in favor
of their nominations.

Respectfully submitted,
Evelyn Larter, Chair
Christopher Daly, Irina Nenartovich, Cathy O’Neill, Theresa Savage

SOUTHWEST JERSEY CHAPTER
AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS
ELECTION BALLOT 2024

Please complete your ballot, do not sign it. Place it in an envelope, sign your name across the back flap, and mail by May I5th to:

Evelyn R. Larter, CAGO, Teller of the Election
507 Daretown Road
Elmer, NJ 08318-2724
You may also vote by email to Evelyn at erlarter@juno.com by May |8th

DEAN - Vote for one
__Jonathan Stark
__ (write-in choice)

SUB-DEAN - Vote for one
David Reich
(write-in choice)

TREASURER/REGISTRAR - Vote for one
Chuck Gibson
(write-in choice)

SECRETARY — Vote for one
Cathy O’Neill
(write-in choice)

EXECUTIVE BOARD CLASS OF 2027 — Vote for four
__ Misty Fiske
__ Joanne Owen
__ David Rhody
__ Matt Smith
_ (write-in)
_ (write-in)
_ (write-in)
_ (write-in)
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The College/Community Chorus of Rowan College of South Jersey
presents its annual

Spring Concerts

Featuring
Maurice Gardner’s setting of Kumbaya
Alfred Tennyson’'s Crossing the Bar
Howard Hanson's Song of Democracy
Peter Wilhousky's setting of Battle Hymn of the Republic

R. William Powell, Guest Director

Sunday, May 5, 2024 at 4 PM

First Baptist Church of Haddonfield
124 Kings Highway East, Haddonfield

Tuesday, May 7, 2024 at 7:30 PM
Trinity United Methodist Church
351 North Delsea Drive, Clayton

L awrence De Pasquale, Director
Theresa Savage, Accompanist
Lisa Parker, Administrative Assistant

FREE WILL OFFERING

#RowanCollege 1400 Tanyard Road, Sewell, NJ 08080
SOUTH JEREES:S #56-168-5000 = RCSledu

The Choms operates under the Gloncester County Cultural & Heritage Commission,
funded by the RCSJ Gloncester Campus.
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The Moon Ascending

Philadelphia ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Voices of Pride Daniel Schwartz

CONCERT DATE LOCATION

Saturday, June 1, 2024 The Church of the Holy Trinity
8:00 PM 1904 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem
Ralph Vaughan Wiliams’ Dona Nobis Pacem

5
L et
o y

ThePluladelphia. - \ISIT PVOP.ORG FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFO &2} vereey
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{5 GREATER PHILADELPHIA
(& CHORAL SOCIETY

DR. WILLIAM GORTON
FOUNDING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

FROM

Bratimns

JOHANNES BRAHMS: LIEBESLIEDER - WALZER OP. 52
PLUS SELECT BROADWAY HITS

F?fij\(lyYD BOOTH | EDDIE McKEOWN

5/10 PHILADELHIA, PA
5/17 wavnE, Pa

5/19 CHERRY HILL, NJ
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Positions Available /Substitute List - by peter Homon

If you are available to substitute and would like to be included on this list, please contact Peter Homon, our Referral/Position Coordi-
nator. Please forward or refer any items concerning positions available or substitute needs to Peter at lapajar@yahoo.com or call 856-952-5132.

Positions Available:

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Mt Holly — O/D, |0am Sunday service, 1936 Aeolian-Skinner 11/23 organ, Adult choir, Handbell choir. Salary $25,000-
$28,000. Contact Fr Andrew Hanyzewski at 609-267-0225 or saintandrewschurchmh@gmail.com for full position description (2/24)

Trinity Episcopal /Old Swedes Church, Swedesboro - O/D, 9:30 service, Tracker organ, no choir but an occasional soloist, salary $10,400 per
year. Contact Rev. Greg Wilson at revgregwilson@gmail.com. (10/23)

Pittsgrove Presbyterian Church, Pittsgrove - DOM, Duties include weekly choir rehearsals, praise band and managing sound system. Knowledge of

contemporary and traditional church music essential. Salary range $8,000 - $12,000 contingent upon experience. Email ppcclerk| 74 1 @gmail.com.
(8/22)

Luther Memorial Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod), Blackwood - O/D, no choir but would like to begin one, 3 manual Allen Renaissance, 9 a.m. svc.
Contact Carlo Danesi 609-832-9702 or cpdanesi@yahoo.com. (3/21)

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, Cherry Hill - Organist, 10:00 service, Allen, cantor (no formal choir), Contact Fred Astmann at 856-424-3820.
(11722)

Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church (naic), Abington, PA - O/D, Adult Vocal and Adult Bell Choirs, 9 a.m. service, 2M 20R 1963 Reuter, $37,000 -
$47,000 salary. Contact Sherry Breslin Skp,brez| @gmail.com (8/23).

St. Pauls United Methodist Church, West Deptford- O/D (Organist or Pianist), Thursday evening Adult Choir rehearsal, one service at 9:30, 2m
Allen. Contact Pastor Dave Delaney, 856-845-6638. (1/24)

St. Mary's Episcopal Church, Ardmore - O/D, 8-10 hour workweek, 20 in choir plus 4 section leaders. For additional details contact Peter Phillips at
pephillips@comcast.net. (2/24)

First Baptist Church, Woodstown - O/D but the position can also be split. 9:30 service. Additional details on First Baptist Woodstown
Website. Contact Pastor Tim Joyce at 856-769-0214. (2/24)

These musicians are available on Sundays and also for weddings and funerals other days:
Charlene Cranmer (Leesburg, FL) ctcranmer@comcast.net, July only

Mary Johnson 856-332-8869 (Pine Hill) mebayj47 @yahoo.com

Joanne Owen 856-769-3212 (Woodstown area) Ibjkowen | 982@comcast.net

Irina Nenartovich 856-321-3465 (Medford) irinanenartovich@gmail.com (after 10:30AM on Sundays)

Bob Scara (Burlington) rvscara@aol.com, Roman Catholic services only

Katrina Wylie 856-217-9143 (Sewell) shopper56 | @comcast.net

These substitutes are available for weddings and funerals or Saturday work only:

Misty Fiske, 302-535-6398 (Greenwich) mistypenguins@gmail.com

Evelyn Larter, CAGO 856-358-1 112 (EImer) ERLarter@juno.com I I I I I I I I I I I I l I I

Cathy O’Neill, 856-214-1928 (Sewell, NJ) cmo|25@aol.com

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO 856-589-3901 (Pitman) mwrabbai@verizon.net I I l l l I I I I I I I | I |

Matthew Smith, 630-800-8967 (Philadelphia) matt.smith201 | @att.net
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EVELYN LARTER: SACRED INSTRUMENTAL

Music for your advanced instrumental soloists, available
for digital download at www.evelynlartermusic.com

Evelyn’s collections

How Sweet The Sound: Hymn Arrangements ~ for Piano Trio
Noel Nouvelet: Christmas Music ~ for Flute
Carols for the King from Around the World
Yolumes 1 & 2 ~ for Clarinet
Five English Carols ~ for Flute
Consecration: Seven Hymn Arrangemeants ~ for Flute
Consecration: Seven Hymn Arrangements ~ for Violin
Siill Be My Vision: Hymn Arrangements ~ for Cello
Hear The News The Angels Bring: Christmas Music ~ for Cello
A Rose E'er Blooming ~ for Violin
Oh Glory! Five Spirituals ~ for Piano Trio
Lord of All — Three Hymn Arrangements ~ for Flute and Piano Trio
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www.evelynlartermusic.com

“Evelyn Larter has a knack for writing that is casy to put together, yet lacks nothing in terms of harmonic,
melodic, and instrumental depth. I find her work deeply moving, spiritual, and satisfying.”
— David Eim, Concertmaster of The Philadelphia Orchesira

C.W.GIBSON:INC.
PIPE ORGAN SPECIALTIES

Steve Jones

President
788 Piney Hollow Road
Hammonton, NJ 08037
joness(@comcast.net (609) 970-9131
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FLUTE, PAN FLUTE, P1ccOLOQ, FLUTE ENSEMBLE
By Renowned Flutist, BEVERLY PUGH
(Member, Bay-Atlantic Symphony) Reasonable Rates
& Flute Lessons for All Ages & Levels
Ph: 856-455-1098 BevsPanFlutes@aol.com

www.BeverlyPughFlutist.com

AGO CERTIFIED MEMBERS

Rae Ann Anderson, CAGO

Patrons &
Contributors

Miriam Bisbing, SPC
Arndt, Ruthann
Charlene Cranmer, CAGO, SPC . -
Bisbing, Miriam
Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO Cranmer, Charlene
Dishong, Mark
Fenimore, William
Finch, Gae
Fink, Ruth

Gardener, Robert

Ruth O. Fink, AAGO, ChM
Ethel H. Geist, CAGO
Evelyn Larter, CAGO, SPC

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO, SPC
Gassaway, Gail

David L. Rhody, SPC Hatzold, Renee
Homon, Peter

Kirk, Guy

Larter, Evelyn
Obarski, Stephen
Owen, Joanne
McFarland, Donald
Nichols, Victoria
Rabbai, Marilyn
Rhody, David
Robinson, Christine

Glenn L. Rodgers, AAGO
Joyce Ann Routon, CAGO, SPC

For more information on Professional
Certification requirements, proce-
dures, materials and deadlines, visit the
website of AGO National Headquar-

ters: www.agohqg.org Rodgers, Glenn

Scara, Robert

Thank you,

Patrons, Contributors

and Advertisers
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CHAPTER EMERGENCY FUND

Our Chapter has begun the sponsorship of a fund to provide short-
term emergency aid to Chapter members who find themselves tem-
porarily in need of assistance. No dues money will be used for this
aid, but tax-deductible contributions will be welcome at any time. A
committee of three, consisting of the Dean, the Chair of Professional
Concerns, and another member of that committee, will award aid as
the need arises. Any Chapter member may recommend a member
in good standing who, for reasons such as illness or unemployment,
deserves our help, by contacting the Dean or the Chair of Profes-
sional Concerns. All cases of course will be confidential. If you
would like to contribute to this cause, please send your tax-
deductible donation (made out to SW]ersey Chapter AGO) to our
Treasurer Chuck Gibson, marked for “Musicians’ Emergency Fund.”
Mail to: 691 Willow Grove Road, Monroeville, NJ 08343-4529.

GOD IS'OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH
SSAN EVER-PRESENT HELP IN TROUBLE:

N s pr s

A Note irom the Editor

Storzando is published on the 1st of the month September through

June.
Please submil all material to be included in the publication by the
251h of the preceding month.
Thank you!

Glenn Rodgers, gerodgers@aol.com

-
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Programs al a Glance

Sunday, May 19 at 4 PM
Members™ Recital, Joel Krott, Host
First Presbyterian Church, Moorestown

Sunday, June 30 at 3 PM
Annual Business Meeting and Picnic
Evelyn Larter, Host

Sforzando is the official publication of the SouthWest Jersey Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.
The AGO is a multi-denominational, non-profit organization chartered by the Board of Regents of the

University of the State of New York in 1896.

EDITOR & PUBLISHER: Glenn L. Rodgers, gcrodgers@aol.com
OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER: Joe Routon
REFERRAL & POSITIONS AVAILABLE COORDINATOR: Peter Homon, lapajar@yahoo.com, 856-952-5132
PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS COORDINATOR: David Rhody, drthodyl@comcast.net; (856)795-6735

CHAPTER OFFICERS
DEAN: Jonathan Stark, jonstark47@gmail.com

SUB-DEAN: Deacon Lawrence DePasquale, ldorg59@yahoo.com
TREASURER/REGISTRAR: Chuck Gibson, gibsonorgntnr@aol.com
SECRETARY: Cathy O’Neill, cmo125@aol.com
WEBSITE: www.agohq.org/chapters/southwestjersey
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