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                                                   New and Old 

Welcome to the first Sforzando issue of our Chapter’s 2024-25 program year!   

I hope you have had a restful and refreshing summer and you’re ready for another 

year of activities, both new and exciting and old and comfortable.   

A personal anecdote about what’s old: I am!  The September TAO arrived yesterday, and in the Chap-

ter News, I read about the Southern Indiana Chapter’s “League of Distinguished Honorable Service”, 

which commemorates those with “50 years or more of dedicated service to church music.”  “How wonder-

ful!”, I thought.  Fifty years is a long time, and it’s admirable that the Southern Indiana Chapter recog-

nizes their old-timers.  But then a little voice in the back of my head spoke up and told me to stop and 

think.  Because…… this coming Sunday is the fiftieth anniversary of my first church service as organist, 

September 1, 1974!!  If I lived in Southern Indiana, they could put ME in that League.   I was 18 years 

old that September, and for my postlude I played the fugue from Bach’s D major Prelude and Fugue, 

BWV 532.  Because, doesn’t everyone play a major piece of Bach repertoire for their very first church 

service?  I think in my 18-year-old cockiness I was trying to prove to the congregation that I was way 

more cool than their regular organist.  (Shaking my head). 
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Sub-Dean’s Report -- by David Reich     
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Matters of Note - by Cathy O’Neill 
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I am sure that I can’t be alone in looking forward to cooler days as summer winds 

down. Our new season of programs starts on Saturday, 9/28/24. Please join us at First 

Church of Christ, Scientist at 355 Kings Hwy E. in Haddonfield for coffee and doughnuts at 

9:30 followed by our program at 10:00. We will be learning about the use of the iPad for score reading and 

notation. Although the forScore app is favored by most musicians, we will also explore the free Piascore for 

those who wish to just “dip their toes in the water.” The church has a parking area behind the building ac-

cessed by Sylvan Lake Ave. 

Our Annual Guild Service on Sunday, 10/20/24 at 4:00 P.M. is being hosted by the Episcopal Church of St. John 

the Evangelist, 1720 Old Black Horse Pike, Chews Landing. Canon Richard Wrede will lead the service with 

choral music under the direction of Larry De Pasquale and tudor era music offered by the Rowan University 

Collegium Musicum under the direction of Lourin Plant. The congregation of St. John’s is graciously providing a 

Tudor inspired menu for our repast following the service. 

On Saturday, 11/2/24 we gather at Haddonfield United Methodist Church at 29 Warwick Rd, Haddonfield for a 

master class led by Dr. Caroline Robinson, beginning at 10:00 a.m. The following evening, Sunday 11/3/24 at 

7:00 p.m. we have the opportunity to enjoy Dr. Robinson’s recital presented at HUMC as the church’s annual 

Mi Wha Lee memorial organ recital. 

Please come support your fellow AGO members and the artists who lend their talents to make our programs 

a success. See you when it’s “sweater weather.” 

Hospitality 

I hope everyone had a relaxing summer and is ready for the fall. I enjoyed the Association of Lutheran Church 

Musicians annual conference that was held in Indiana this summer as well as the annual Augsburg workshops 

at St Paul's in Ardmore. This year I am looking forward to having more receptions after our meetings to give 

members a chance to visit with each other. 

Cares and Concerns 

Thank you cards were sent to Charlene Cranmer, Mary Johnson, and Hugh Kronrot who completed their 

terms on the executive committee in June. A congratulations card was sent to Charlene Cranmer who has 

successfully completed the testing for her AAGO certification. Cards and notes were sent to Ruth Fink and 

Kathleen "Boots" White who are both now in assisted living facilities. A thank you card was sent to Evelyn 

Larter for hosting our annual picnic that was a great success. As always if there is someone you know of in 

the chapter who should receive a card, please let me know. Cathy cmo125@aol.com or 856-214-1928 
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Dean’s Message,  continued from page 1 

And what’s new?  Hopefully in another week, a new blower for the organ at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Philadelphia where I play on Sun-

days.  The motor of the old blower burned out on July 12, but fortunately we have a fine Yamaha piano in the sanctuary.  You might recall I 

wrote an article in the February 2023 Sforzando about being a church pianist.  How fitting that I now have had an opportunity to heed my own 

counsel! 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Mount Holly, my home parish, where I also play for the Saturday Masses, has hired a new Organist and Choir-

master, Charles (Chuck) Griffin.  Chuck lives in Bucks County and is already a member of the AGO Philadelphia Chapter (perhaps we can en-

tice him to also join our chapter as a Dual Member.)  Chuck starts his duties at St. Andrew’s on September 1, culminating an 8-month effort to 

define and document the position, publicize it, interview and audition candidates, select one, and negotiate a contract.  Although the Rector of 

St. Andrew’s necessarily took the lead role, I was also very involved.  Normally I’m an applicant, but this time I got the chance to learn new 

things about the process from the hiring institution’s perspective. 

And in June I was privileged to meet a young man, still in high school, who is a budding organist.  He simply showed up one Saturday at St. An-

drew’s before Mass.  He serves his home parish, St. Lawrence Roman Catholic in Lindenwold as an organist.  As a hobby he likes to visit other 

churches to see their organs.  I spoke to him about the AGO and…… he had never heard of us(!)  I would love to be able to gift him and other 

young folks with free memberships.  These young people are the future of our profession, and could become the new leaders of the AGO. 

Do you have some news about your personal musical life, or the musical life of an institution you serve which you’d like to share?  Please do 

send it along to our Editor Glenn Rodgers, or to me, for a future issue of Sforzando.  This is a newsletter after all! 

Soli Deo Gloria 

 

Cherry Rhodes 
Friday,  September 27 at 7:30pm 

Works by J.S. Bach, Max Reger, Louis Vierne, William Grant Still and others.  

The first of four events to celebrate the rededication of the church's landmark  

Aeolian-Skinner organ (IV/128), renovated by Stephen Russell & Company.  

Tickets are $20 and $30 and are available at the door or through the church website: https://stpaulschestnuthill.org/cherry-rhodes/ 

St. Paul's Church Chestnut Hill 

22 E. Chestnut Hill Ave  

Philadelphia PA 19118 

In Recital 

Larry DePasquale 

Sunday, September 8 at 3pm 

The new organ in Pfleeger Concert Hall, Wilson Music Center, will sound in its first solo recital on September 8 at 3 PM in a program 

entitled "Remembering Faithful Servants of Glassboro State College/Rowan University" with Lawrence De Pasquale at the console. Com-

positions dedicated to 11 late employees reflecting their personalities and contributions to the academic life of the campus are the struc-

ture of the 90 minute program, which is free and open to the public, and will include works by Balbastre, Franck, JS Bach, Handel, and 

Elgar. The organ was rebuilt by the Brunner Company, Silver Spring, PA in 2022. Assistant Vice President Lori Marshall will speak to open 

the program, and several faculty members will briefly address their colleagues' beneficence. 

https://stpaulschestnuthill.org/cherry-rhodes/
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Sunday, September 8, 2024:  “September 11: A Memorial Concert” — Featuring Joseph Krupa (Piano), Joanne 

Owen (Organ) and soloists from the Delaware Valley Opera Company.  First Presbyterian Church, 88 Market 

Street, Salem NJ 08079.  Admission is Free, but donations gratefully accepted.  For more information, please call 

Joe Krupa (856) 287-5313 or Joanne Owen (609) 420-0309.  Presented by SCAA/Music Around the County.  
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Rae Ann Anderson, CAGO  

Miriam Bisbing, SPC 

Charlene Cranmer, AAGO, CAGO, 

SPC 

Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO  

Ruth O. Fink, AAGO, ChM  

Ethel H. Geist, CAGO  

Evelyn Larter, CAGO, SPC  

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO, SPC  

David L. Rhody, SPC  

Glenn L. Rodgers, AAGO  

Joyce Ann Routon, CAGO, SPC  

 

For more information on Professional 

Certification requirements, proce-

dures, materials and deadlines, visit the 

website of AGO National Headquar-

ters:  www.agohq.org 

A Note from the Editor 
Sforzando is published on the 1st of the month September through 

June. 

Please submit all material to be included in the publication by the  

25th of the preceding month. 

Thank you! 

Glenn Rodgers, gcrodgers@aol.com 

 
Patrons, Contributors   

and Advertisers 

Arndt, Ruthann 

Bisbing, Miriam 

Cranmer, Charlene 

Dishong, Mark 

Fenimore, William 

Finch, Gae 

Fink, Ruth 

Gardener, Robert 

Gassaway, Gail 

Hatzold, Renee 

Homon, Peter 

Kirk, Guy  

Larter, Evelyn 

Obarski, Stephen 

Owen, Joanne 

McFarland, Donald 

Nichols, Victoria 

Rabbai, Marilyn 

Rhody, David 

Robinson, Christine 

Rodgers, Glenn 

Scara, Robert 

AGO CERTIFIED MEMBERS  

Thank you!  

Patrons &  

Contributors  
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CHAPTER EMERGENCY FUND  

 

Our Chapter has begun the sponsorship of a fund to provide short-

term emergency aid to Chapter members who find themselves tem-

porarily in need of assistance.  No dues money will be used for this 

aid, but tax-deductible contributions will be welcome at any time.  A 

committee of three, consisting of the Dean, the Chair of Professional 

Concerns, and another member of that committee, will award aid as 

the need arises.  Any Chapter member may recommend a member 

in good standing who, for reasons such as illness or unemployment, 

deserves our help, by contacting the Dean or the Chair of Profes-

sional Concerns. All cases of course will be confidential.  If you 

would like to contribute to this cause, please send your tax-

deductible donation (made out to SWJersey Chapter AGO) to our 

Treasurer Chuck Gibson, marked for “Musicians’ Emergency Fund.”  

Mail to:  691 Willow Grove Road, Monroeville, NJ  08343-4529. 

 

http://www.agohq.org


 

 

Positions Available/Substitute List -- by Peter Homon  

If you are available to substitute and would like to be included on this list, please contact Peter Homon, our Referral/Position 

Coordinator. Please forward or refer any items concerning positions available or substitute needs to Peter at lapajar@yahoo.com or call 

856-952-5132.  

Positions Available: 

Luther Memorial Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod), Blackwood - O/D, no choir but would like to begin one, 3 manual Allen Renaissance, 9    

a.m. svc. Contact Carlo Danesi 609-832-9702 or cpdanesi@yahoo.com. (3/21)  

First Baptist Church, Woodstown - O/D but the position can also be split.  9:30 service.  Additional details on  First Baptist Woodstown  

Website.  Contact Pastor Tim Joyce at 856-769-0214.  (2/24) 

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, Cherry Hill - O/D, 10:00 service, rebuilding choir, 1982 and LEVAS hymnals, Contact Betsy Murphy 

at  856-424-2229 or Office@stbart-cherryhill.org,  (5/24) 

First Presbyterian Church, Woodbury Heights -  O/D of the Adult Choir, 11:00 Service (10:00 Summer) 1 weekly rehearsal, Salary commensu-

rate with experience. Please contact David Taylor at dtaylor86@comcast.net or 856-906-1636 (9/24) 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church (ELCA), Moorestown -  O/D, PT 20 hours, Adult Vocal and Handbell Choirs, services 8:15 and 10:00. Contact 

Ethan Geehr at stmatthew@stmatthew-lutheran.org (9/24) 

 

These musicians are available on Sundays and also for weddings and funerals other days:  

Mary Johnson 856-332-8869 (Pine Hill) mebayj47@yahoo.com  

Irina Nenartovich 856-321-3465 (Medford) irinanenartovich@gmail.com (after 10:30AM on Sundays) 

Robert Powell 609-220-3558 (Collingswood) pianoboy88@hotmail.com  

Bob Scara 609-386-7268 (Burlington) rvscara@aol.com, Roman Catholic services only 

Katrina Wylie 856-217-9143 (Sewell) KatrinaWylie6@gmail.com 

 

These substitutes are available for weddings and funerals or Saturday work only:  

Misty Fiske, 302-535-6398 (Greenwich) mistypenguins@gmail.com  

Evelyn Larter, CAGO 856-358-1112 (Elmer) ERLarter@juno.com  

Cathy O’Neill, 856-589-0192 (Sewell, NJ) cmo125@aol.com  

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO 856-589-3901 (Pitman) mwrabbai@verizon.net  

Matthew Smith, 630-800-8967 (Philadelphia) matt.smith2011@att.net  
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Sforzando is the official publication of the SouthWest Jersey Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  

The AGO is a multi-denominational, non-profit organization chartered by the Board of Regents of the 

University of the State of New York in 1896. 
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Coming in October 

And in April…. 

The male chorus Chanticleer will be per-

forming at Rowan, as part of the Marie  

Rader concert series, on April 26 at 7:30. 

Ticket prices are $35 for adults, $225 for 

seniors and Glassboro residents.  

mailto:drhody1@comcast.net
mailto:drhody1@comcast.net
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                                            ADVERTISING ORDER FORM  

                                                             Sforzando  

                                     Newsletter of the Southwest Jersey Chapter  

                                                 American Guild of Organists  

  

Please consider advertising your services or product in the Sforzando, the newsletter of the Southwest Jersey Chapter 

of the American Guild of Organists. 

Revenue from the ads supports activities of the chapter. 

Sforzando is published monthly from September to June, 10 issues total. We currently deliver Sforzando to 75 chapter 

members plus a few non-members and friends. 

You will receive each issue sent electronically as proof of purchase. Please include the name and email address to 

whom the complimentary copy is to be sent.  

Please select an option from the chart below and send your ad in MS Word or full color pdf-ready to publisher, Glenn 

Rodgers at the address below.  

  

Price Chart for publication in 10 issues of Sforzando:  

□ ⅛ page (business card) -- $35  

□ ¼ page (square or wide) -- $70  

□ ½ page (long or wide) -- $140  

□ Full page (8 ½” x 11”) -- $280  

  

Name of business _____________________________ Attn: _________________________________  

Street Address ______________________________________________________________________  

City _________________________________________ State ________ Zip ____________________  

Email address ______________________________________________________________________  

  

Deadline for receipt of payment and camera-ready copy or renewal of existing ad is August 15.  

Make checks payable to:                               Southwest Jersey Chapter, AGO  

Mail check and send ad copy to:                         Glenn Rodgers, Publisher  

                                                                       103 Tarlton Court  

                                                                        Delran, NJ 08075  

                                                                        gcrodgers@aol.com 

  

                                                    Thank you for your support! 
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