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Dean’s Message -- by Jonathan Stark 

Rowan University                                                             Photo by Gary Langel 

Auferstehung und Erneuerung 

As a Music Education major at Hartt College in the 1970’s, I sang in the Hartt Chorale.  During those years 

the Chorale performed Gustav Mahler’s Second Symphony with the Hartford Symphony Orchestra.  

The Second Symphony is immense – 1 ½ hours long.  It is a choral symphony, the chorus joins on the 

last movement which itself is over a half hour long.  The Symphony is nick-named “Resurrection” after 

the last movement’s text, an examination and celebration of resurrection and afterlife.  The text begins: 

Auferstehen, ja auferstehen wirst du, 

mein Staub, nach kurzer Ruh! 

Rise again, yes, rise again, 

Will you, my dust, after a brief rest! 

Participating in a performance with a huge orchestra and chorus is a stirring, deeply emotional experience.  

For a nineteen-year-old student from Bucks County this was heady stuff.  I’ve listened to the Symphony 

many times since college and have always been thrilled, but never felt the need to perform it again – one 

Resurrection per lifetime is enough! 
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Sub-Dean’s Report -- by David Reich 

S F O R Z A N D O  

Matters of Note - by Cathy O’Neill 
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We had a great start to our program season with an excellent presentation on the use of an iPad for score notation 

and performance. A HUGE thank you to Laura Nolan (2022 Rowan Voice & Music Education graduate) for a thor-

ough and engaging demonstration of the Forscore app for the iPad. And thanks to First Church of Christ, Scientist - 

Haddonfield for hosting us. 

Please plan to attend our Annual Guild Service on Sunday, 10/20/24 at 4:00 P.M., led by Canon Richard Wredes at the 

Episcopal Church of St. John 

the Evangelist, 1720 Old Black Horse Pike, Chews Landing. Choral music under the direction of Larry De Pasquale 

and tudor era music offered by the Rowan University Collegium Musicum under the direction of Lourin Plant will 

make this a memorable service. The congregation of St. John’s is graciously providing a 

Tudor inspired menu for our repast following the service. 

On Saturday, 11/2/24 we gather at Haddonfield United Methodist Church at 29 Warwick Rd, Haddonfield for a mas-

ter class led by Dr. Caroline Robinson, beginning at 10:00 a.m. The following evening, Sunday 11/3/24 at 

7:00 p.m. we have the opportunity to enjoy Dr. Robinson’s recital presented at HUMC as the church’s annual Mi 

Wha Lee memorial organ recital. 

 

Hospitality 

The October meeting will be our annual guild service at the Church of St John the Evangelist. After the service the church 

will be hosting a dinner.  

Since the November meeting is early this year, I wanted to let you know what we will be having. As usual for the Saturday 

morning workshop there will be coffee and donuts to enjoy. We will be cohosting the reception after the recital on Sun-

day. There will be finger foods only and please let me know in advance what you will be bringing. If a few people can stay 

and clean up after the event that will be appreciated. The dates for that event are November 2nd and 3rd. 

Cares and Concerns 

A get-well card was sent to Gail Gassaway after elective surgery. David Reich was sent a thank you card for his contribu-

tions to our chapter.  As always, please let me know if a card should be sent to a member, cmo125@aol.com or 856-214-

1928. Thanks Cathy 

 

Rowan University Recital

Regrettably, I must tell you that I am moving to Syracuse, NY at the end of December to pursue an 

outstanding job opportunity, and so am resigning my position as Sub-Dean. I am very grateful for 

all the experience, mentorship and opportunities I have received through my membership in this 

chapter. I appreciate the support of our members and the relationships I have formed. I have al-

ready secured the position of organist at Camillus First United Methodist Church, and Jonathan 

has provided me with helpful insights about the tonal resources of the instrument. It is exactly this 

kind of generosity that makes our chapter special. I hope each of you makes the most of the good 

work done by the Program Committee, and that you support the chapter with your participation. 

With gratitude,  David 



 

  

  

 

P A G E  3  V  O  L  U  M  E    1 4 ,      I   S   S  U  E    2 S F O R Z A N D O  

  Upcoming Chapter Events 

 

Sunday, October 20 at 4:00 P.M. 

Annual Guild Service 

Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist, Chews Landing 

 

Saturday, November 2 at 10:00 A.M. Master Class 

Sunday, November 3 at 7:00 P.M. Recital 

Caroline Robinson 

Haddonfield United Methodist Church 

 

Monday, December 2, 7:30pm-9:00pm  

Executive Committee Meeting 

via Zoom  

 

 

 

Dean’s Message,  continued from page 1 

The pipe organ at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Philadelphia where I am organist has been dead since July 12, but  

resurrection is anticipated.  A new blower has been installed, but not electrically connected.  The organbuilder  

suspects the old electrical wiring may have contributed to the previous blower’s demise.  To avoid risking a brand-new  

blower (they’re expensive), the wiring should be upgraded.  But the electrician’s estimate was higher than expected.  Coming on top of the significant 

cost for the new blower, I was afraid the church might balk at spending more.  But no fear, Vestry and our priest have approved the wiring upgrade.  

Praise the Lord, organ music will soon be resurrected at St. Mary’s. 

The AGO, and our chapter specifically, are not dead.  Resurrection (Auferstehung) is not required.  But renewal (Erneuerung) is certainly in order.  Our 

chapter currently has 69 members; 6 of those are dual-chapter folks whose primary chapter is elsewhere.  77% of our members are age 65 or older.  

Of course I have nothing against senior citizens (I’m 68).  But common sense indicates an organization that is more than three-quarters seniors might 

not exist in another 15 years.  Across the river the Southeastern Pennsylvania AGO chapter has closed.  It’s membership had dwindled to approxi-

mately 20 members.  Finding it too difficult to sustain an AGO chapter that small, they’ve voted to close; the remaining members will join the Phila-

delphia chapter.  I don’t want to see that happen to us. 

Last month I wrote about a young person I met who is very interested in pipe organs, but had never heard of the AGO.  At Monday evening’s meeting 

the Executive Committee moved to establish the “Helen Carrell Gift Memberships for Young Organists” program.  Funded by a small portion of the 

bequest from Helen’s estate, the program will provide a one-year gift membership to young people who are emerging organists or interested in the 

organ.  Any chapter member can propose a young person for a gift membership; the Executive Committee will review and approve all proposals.  In 

addition to the young person I met, I recently learned of two others who may be candidates for this program.  Know of a young person who might be 

interested in the organ?  Want to fan the flames of that interest?  Propose them to me for a gift membership, and I’ll work with you and the Executive 

Committee to approve it.  This is one way we can obtain a brighter future for our profession. 

Soli Deo gloria.  

PROGRAM COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP FOR 2024-25 

As mentioned in his SubDean’s column, David Reich is stepping 

down from the office of SubDean effective October 1.  (More details 

are in David’s column.)  This news elicits mixed feelings: it is won-

derful that David can take advantage of a great opportunity for his 

professional advancement, but the Chapter is also losing a leader.   

In our Chapter the SubDean chairs the Program Committee.  The 

Program Committee’s work is essential to our Chapter, thus it is 

very important that there be a Chair for the Program Committee.  

On Monday night the Executive Committee met and moved to ap-

point two acting Co-Chairpersons to lead the Program Committee 

in the absence of a SubDean from October 1 through June 30 next 

year.  Will Powell and Vicki Nichols have stepped forward to be the 

Co-Chairs and will lead the Program Committee.  The Executive 

Committee, on behalf of the entire Chapter, wishes to thank Will 

and Vicki for stepping forward to fill this vital role. 
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Steve Jones 

President 

788 Piney Hollow Road 

Hammonton, NJ  08037 

joness@comcast.net                          (609) 970-9131 
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Rae Ann Anderson, CAGO  

Miriam Bisbing, SPC 

Charlene Cranmer, AAGO, CAGO, SPC 

Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO  

Ruth O. Fink, AAGO, ChM  

Ethel H. Geist, CAGO  

Evelyn Larter, CAGO, SPC  

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO, SPC  

David L. Rhody, SPC  

Glenn L. Rodgers, AAGO  

Joyce Ann Routon, CAGO, SPC  

Anderson, Rae Ann 

Arndt, Ruthann 

Bisbing, Miriam 

Dishong, Mark 

Doan, David 

Fenimore, William 

Gardener, Robert 

Gassaway, Gail 

Hatzold, Renee 

Homon, Peter 

Joshi, Layla 

Kirk, Guy 

AGO Certified Members  Thank You Patrons & Contributors  
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Langel, Gary  

Larter, Evelyn 

Nichols, Victoria 

Obarski, Stephen 

Owen, Joanne 

Rabbai, Marilyn 

Rhody, David 

Robinson, Christine 

Rodgers, Glenn 

Scara, Robert 

Stokking-Perry, Nancy 

Wylie, Katrina 

Our Advertisers -  

C.W.Gibson Pipe Organ Specialties; Evelyn Larter Music; RMcFarland@DafferOrgans; Beverly Pugh Flutist; Glenn Rodgers 

Organist 
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American Federation of Teachers Local 2373 

Retirees Chapter 

GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP 

FUND OF ROWAN UNIVERSITY 

BENEFIT CONCERT 
featuring former music students of 

Glassboro State College/Rowan University 

VOCALISTS 

Rhonda Locklear Holland, Nina Bernard Miranda, John Lyden, Justin Henry, 

Nicholas Potalivo, James Carman, Christina Lang 

INSTRUMENTALISTS 

Joshua Tostevin, Eric Sikorski, Kenneth Carson 

Evan Smith and The Collective Jazz Ensemble 

ACCOMPANIST 

 Lawrence De Pasquale 

SPECIAL GUESTS 

Carl Ellinwood and The Mansion Avenue School Elementary Chorus 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PLATES WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR DONATIONS 

Hosted by music alumnus Kenneth Carson 

and former music student Carl Ellinwood 

Sunday, October 6, 2024 at 4 PM 

First United Methodist Church 

               314 West Graisbury Avenue, Audubon, NJ  



 

Positions Available/Substitute List -- by Peter Homon  

If you are available to substitute and would like to be included on this list, please contact Peter Homon, our Referral/Position 

Coordinator. Please forward or refer any items concerning positions available or substitute needs to Peter at lapajar@yahoo.com or call 

856-952-5132.  

Positions Available: 

Luther Memorial Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod), Blackwood - O/D, no choir but would like to begin one, 3 manual Allen Renaissance, 9    

a.m. svc. Contact Carlo Danesi 609-832-9702 or cpdanesi@yahoo.com. (3/21)  

First Baptist Church, Woodstown - O/D but the position can also be split.  9:30 service.  Additional details on  First Baptist Woodstown  

Website.  Contact Pastor Tim Joyce at 856-769-0214.  (2/24) 

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, Cherry Hill - O/D, 10:00 service, rebuilding choir, 1982 and LEVAS hymnals, Contact Betsy Murphy 

at  856-424-2229 or Office@stbart-cherryhill.org,  (5/24) 

First Presbyterian Church, Woodbury Heights -  O/D of the Adult Choir, 11:00 Service (10:00 Summer) 1 weekly rehearsal, Salary commensu-

rate with experience. Please contact David Taylor at dtaylor86@comcast.net or 856-906-1636 (9/24) 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church (ELCA), Moorestown -  O/D, PT 20 hours, Adult Vocal and Handbell Choirs, services 8:15 and 10:00. Contact 

Ethan Geehr at stmatthew@stmatthew-lutheran.org (9/24) 

 

These musicians are available on Sundays and also for weddings and funerals other days:  

Mary Johnson 856-332-8869 (Pine Hill) mebayj47@yahoo.com  

Irina Nenartovich 856-321-3465 (Medford) irinanenartovich@gmail.com (after 10:30AM on Sundays) 

Robert Powell 609-220-3558 (Collingswood) pianoboy88@hotmail.com  

Bob Scara 609-386-7268 (Burlington) rvscara@aol.com, Roman Catholic services only 

Katrina Wylie 856-217-9143 (Sewell) KatrinaWylie6@gmail.com 

 

These substitutes are available for weddings and funerals or Saturday work only:  

Misty Fiske, 302-535-6398 (Greenwich) mistypenguins@gmail.com  

Evelyn Larter, CAGO 856-358-1112 (Elmer) ERLarter@juno.com  

Cathy O’Neill, 856-214-1928 (Sewell, NJ) cmo125@aol.com  

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO 856-589-3901 (Pitman) mwrabbai@verizon.net  

Matthew Smith, 630-800-8967 (Philadelphia) matt.smith2011@att.net  
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        www.BeverlyPughFlutist.com 



 

Photo Gallery 

Larry De Pasquale in recital at Rowan University 
Layla Joshi and Matt Smith with Cherry Rhodes at a Philadelphia AGO master class 

on September 22 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Chestnut Hill.  Layla played Bach’s 

Fantasia and Fugue in C minor, BWV 537; Matt played a movement from Bach’s 

Trio Sonata No. 2 in C minor BWV 526.  

David Reich presents Piascore music 

score management application  

David and Laura demonstrate a forScore feature to Gae Finch and Evelyn Larter  Laura Nolan makes a point about 

the forScore music score app.  

Coda 
Chapter Member Recital 

On November 3rd at 2 PM Vicki Nichols will present an organ recital at Church of the Nativity R.C. Church 2677 Delsea Drive, Franklinville, 

NJ. She will play works by Sawa, Barte-Hanssen, J.S. Bach, Benoit, and Tournemire. There will be a free will offering and light refreshments 

following the recital. 

Cancellation  

Because of the ongoing work on the Kimball/Gerger organ at St. John’s Church, the Halloween concert “Tunes from the Crypt” has been 

cancelled for Friday, October 18, 2024.  Mark your calendar for Friday, October 24, 2025 when MUSIC AROUND THE COUNTY will once 

again present this ever popular organ recital of spooky music for Halloween.   
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Sforzando is the official publication of the SouthWest Jersey Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  

The AGO is a multi-denominational, non-profit organization chartered by the Board of Regents of the 

University of the State of New York in 1896. 
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S F O R Z A N D O  

C H A P T E R   E M E R G E N C Y   F U N D 

Our Chapter has begun the sponsorship of a fund to provide short-term emergency aid to Chapter 

members who find themselves temporarily in need of assistance.  No dues money will be used 

for this aid, but tax-deductible contributions will be welcome at any time.  The chapter Execu-

tive Committee will award aid as the need arises.  Any Chapter member may recommend a 

member in good standing who, for reasons such as illness or unemployment, deserves our help, 

by contacting the Dean.  All cases of course will be confidential, any discussions in the Execu-

tive Committee will occur in executive (unminuted) session.  There are two ways to contribute 

to this cause: 1) when renewing your membership via ONCARD, you may elect to contribute 

an additional amount to the Emergency Fund; you may also contribute via ONCARD at any 

other time by using the “Make a Contribution” option from the ONCARD menu; 2) you may 

also send send your tax-deductible donation (as a check made out to SW Jersey Chapter AGO) 

to our Treasurer Chuck Gibson, marked for “Musicians’ Emergency Fund.” Mail to: 691 Willow 

Grove Road, Monroeville, NJ 08343-4529. 

Sforzando is published on the 1st of the month September through June. 

Please submit all material to be included in the publication by the  

25th of the preceding month. 

gcrodgers@aol.com 
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