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g Js Dean’s MGSSflge - by Jonathan Stark

It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas....

It must be Christmas, right? This week Christmas lights have sprung up in Lumberton like flowers
after spring rain showers. But no, I'm writing this on the eve of Thanksgiving. As the curmudg-
eon and Grinch of my neighborhood, | try to delay hanging Christmas lights at my house until at
least the third Sunday of Advent, and perhaps not even until the fourth Sunday. But before the
fourth Sunday in Advent, Lumberton will be lit up like the Las Vegas Strip.

There’s a time to have a Feast, and a time to prepare for a Feast. One doesn’t prepare for a cele-
bratory meal by consuming all the delicacies before the guests arrive! | count myself fortunate

n'l

completely. | wish it were so everywhere. PSR
Friedrich Buechner’s book “Whistling in the Dark” consists of M
meditations on faith and theology. His meditation on Advent is

a favorite. Here are excerpts:

that clergy at both churches where | play every weekend are
pretty good about keeping Christmas from swallowing Advent

In the silence of a midwinter dusk there is far off in the deeps of it somewhere a sound so faint
that, for all you can tell, it may be only the sound of the silence itself. You hold your breath to
listen..... The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched only by the extraordinary
moment just before it happens. Advent is the name of that moment..... For all its madness and
lostness, not to mention your own, you can hear the world itself holding its breath.

The organ can roar or it can whisper. It can stack up heavy textures like massive masonry walls,
or it can bring forth slender lightning bolts of sound. It can emphasize the rhetorical aspects of a
composition like a harpsichord, or it can have the emotional sweep of a piano. But can the organ
evoke “the world itself holding its breath?” | think it can.

...... continued on page 3




SFORZANDO

VOLUME 14, 1 S SUE 4

UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS

Monday, December 2, 7:30pm-9:00pm
Executive Committee Meeting

Via Zoom

Friday, January 10, 7:00pm
After-dinner Holiday Social
With sweets and savories
At the Home of Jane and Peter Homon

40 East Walnut Avenue, Merchantville

Saturday, January 25, 8:00am-5:30pm
January Jumpstart (Philadelphia AGO)

Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church
625 Montgomery Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA

® & 6 6 6 O 6 O o o

CHAPTER EMERGENCY FUND

Our Chapter has begun the sponsorship of a fund to provide short-term emergency aid to Chapter members who
find themselves temporarily in need of assistance. No dues money will be used for this aid, but tax-
deductible contributions will be welcome at any time. The chapter Executive Committee will award aid as
the need arises. Any Chapter member may recommend a member in good standing who, for reasons such
as illness or unemployment, deserves our help, by contacting the Dean. All cases of course will be confi-
dential, any discussions in the Executive Committee will occur in executive (unminuted) session. There are
two ways to contribute to this cause: I) when renewing your membership via ONCARD, you may elect to
contribute an additional amount to the Emergency Fund; you may also contribute via ONCARD at any
other time by using the “Make a Contribution” option from the ONCARD menu; 2) you may also send
send your tax-deductible donation (as a check made out to SW Jersey Chapter AGO) to our Treasurer
Chuck Gibson, marked for “Musicians’ Emergency Fund.” Mail to: 691 Willow Grove Road, Monroeville, NJ
08343-4529.
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Dean’s Message, conlinued from page 1 +

There are denominations that forbid playing the organ as a solo instrument during Advent. In my personal database | have 222 organ
solos tagged as appropriate for Advent. If this restriction applied everywhere, there would have been a lot of composers and music
publishers wasting their time!

At the other extreme there are folks who want to sing Christmas carols as soon as the Thanksgiving leftovers are consumed. Per-
sonally | begin sneaking in a few “less-Christmasy” Christmas hymns and carols by the third Sunday of Advent. A a case can be made
for singing hymns such as “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”, “Lo, How a Rose” and “In the Bleak Mid-winter” on Sundays in Advent.

Advent is a season when a longing world, holding its breath, once again anticipates the arrival of the Almighty. But Advent is also a
season of quiet joy, as we experience the certainty that the promises of the Almighty will be fulfilled. The organ is a mighty tool,
capable of expressing many moods, and can serve music invoking all the varied themes of Advent. It is up to us, the ministers of mu-
sic, to understand the nature of the season, the needs of our congregations, and the bidding of the Almighty and use our mighty tool
to its best advantage.

And you can tell me how successful you were at reconciling all these threads of Advent at our next Chapter event, our Holiday So-
cial on Friday evening, January 10 at the home of Peter and Jane Homon in Merchantville.

Soli Deo gloria

EVEIYN LARTER: INSTRUMENTALS

Music for your advanced instrumental soloists,
available in digital download or physical print.

Evelyn’s collections
Oh Night Divine ~ Six Christmas Carols for Viola and Piano
How Sweet The Sound: Hymn Arrangements ~ for Piano Trio
Noel Nouvelet: Christmas Music ~ for Flute
Carols for the King from Around the World
Volumes 1 & 2 ~ for Clarinet
Five English Carols ~ for Flute
Consecration: Seven Hymn Arrangements ~ for Flute
Consecration: Seven Hymn Arrangements ~ for Violin
Still Be My Vision: Hymn Arrangements ~ for Cello
Hear The News The Angels Bring: Christmas Music ~ for Cello
A Rose E’er Blooming ~ for Violin
Oh Glory! Five Spirituals ~ for Piano Trio
Lord of All — Three Hymn Arrangements ~ for Flute and Piano Trio

www.evelynlartermusic.com

“Evelyn Larter has a knack for writing that is easy to put together, yet lacks
nothing in terms of harmonic, melodic, and instrumental depth.
I find her work deeply moving, spiritual, and satisfying.”
— David Kim, Concertmaster of The Philadelphia Orchestra
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Positions Available / Substitute List - by Peter Homon

If you are available to substitute and would like to be included on this list, please contact Peter Homon, our Referrall
Position Coordinator. Please forward or refer any items concerning positions available or substitute needs to Peter at

lapajar@yahoo.com or call 856-952-5132. ,
gé%/j%

Positions Available:

Luther Memorial Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod), Blackwood - O/D, no choir but would like to begin one, 3 manual Allen Renais-
sance, 9 a.m. svc. Contact Carlo Danesi 609-832-9702 or cpdanesi@yahoo.com. (3/21)

First Baptist Church, Woodstown - O/D but the position can also be split. 9:30 service. Additional details on First Baptist Woodstown
Website. Contact Pastor Tim Joyce at 856-769-0214. (2/24)

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, Cherry Hill - O/D, 10:00 service, rebuilding choir, 1982 and LEVAS hymnals, Contact Betsy Murphy
at 856-424-2229 or Office@stbart-cherryhill.org, (5/24)

First Presbyterian Church, Woodbury Heights - O/D of the Adult Choir, | 1:00 Service (10:00 Summer) | weekly rehearsal, Salary com-
mensurate with experience. Please contact David Taylor at dtaylor86@comcast.net or 856-906-1636 (9/24)

St. Matthew Lutheran Church (ELCA), Moorestown - O/D, PT 20 hours, Adult Vocal and Handbell Choirs, services 8:15 and 10:00. Con-
tact Ethan Geehr at stmatthew@stmatthew-lutheran.org (9/24)

St. Stephen's Lutheran Church , Feasterville, PA - O/D, 9:30 service, Adult Vocal and Bell Choirs, 19,000 - $25,000, piano skills help-
ful. Contact Susan Gordon ststephensfeasterville@gmail.com (12/24)

These musicians are available on Sundays and also for weddings and funerals other days:
Mary Johnson 856-332-8869 (Pine Hill) mebayj47 @yahoo.com

Irina Nenartovich 856-321-3465 (Medford) irinanenartovich@gmail.com (after 10:30AM on Sundays)

Robert Powell 609-220-3558 (Collingswood) pianoboy88@hotmail.com

Bob Scara 609-386-7268 (Burlington) rvscara@aol.com, Roman Catholic services only

Katrina Wylie 856-217-9143 (Sewell) KatrinaWylie6@gmail.com

These substitutes are available for weddings and funerals or Saturday work only:
Misty Fiske, 302-535-6398 (Greenwich) mistypenguins@gmail.com

Evelyn Larter, CAGO 856-358-1112 (Elmer) ERLarter@juno.com

Cathy O’Neill, 856-214-1928 (Sewell, NJ) cmo|25@aol.com

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO 856-589-3901 (Pitman) mwrabbai@verizon.net

Matthew Smith, 630-800-8967 (Philadelphia) matt.smith201 | @att.net
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JanuaryJUMmpStart

Saturday, January 25 2025
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We are pleased to present the Plaladelphiz
Chapter's 20th Tarmizary TunpStart oor armmal day-long
program of learning, collaboratmg, and comecting. Jom

us!

Pleaze chick on the button below which wall take vou to the

stration page .. ok o shout our
faztured arbets, prasenters, and sessions:

REGISTER!

(Fenember - only 120 spots availabla.)

8:00-8:45 Fegistration (this i= the updated time)
8:45-12:15 Mommng sasmions

12:15-1:30 Laumch

1:30-5:00 Afternoon sassioms

5:00-3:30 Fecepton

Free Music Exchange and Art Gallery open all day.

£35 - AGO Member (amy chapter)
£20 - Full tims Student (please bring ID)
£70 - Mon- AGD Mernber
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=Y RODGERS PLAY

REMOTE CONTROL APP
Rodgers Play is a novel new tool that allows you to control your organ while
away from the console, Now you can create a playlist of pieces to playback for

services, events, or gatherings when an organist is unavailable.

Remotely control playback of hymns
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Rob McFarland
RMctarland@DafferOrgans.com
302-357-2101

C.W.GIBSON;INC.
PIPE ORGAN SPECIALTIES

Steve Jones

President
788 Piney Hollow Road

Hammonton, NJ 08037
joness(@comcast.net (609) 970-9131

SFORZANDO
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AGO Certified Members

Rae Ann Anderson, CAGO
Miriam Bisbing, SPC

Charlene Cranmer, AAGO, CAGO, SPC
Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO
Ruth O. Fink, AAGO, ChM
Ethel H. Geist, CAGO

Evelyn Larter, CAGO, SPC
Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO, SPC
David L. Rhody, SPC

Glenn L. Rodgers, AAGO
Joyce Ann Routon, CAGO, SPC

Our Advertisers -
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Thank You Patrons & Contributors

Anderson, Rae Ann
Arndt, Ruthann
Bisbing, Miriam
Dishong, Mark
Doan, David
Fenimore, William
Gardener, Robert
Gassaway, Gail
Hatzold, Renee
Homon, Peter
Joshi, Layla

Kirk, Guy

Langel, Gary
Larter, Evelyn
Nichols, Victoria
Obarski, Stephen
Owen, Joanne
Rabbai, Marilyn
Rhody, David
Robinson, Christine
Rodgers, Glenn
Scara, Robert
Stokking-Perry, Nancy
Wylie, Katrina

C.W.Gibson Pipe Organ Specialties; Evelyn Larter Music; RMcFarland@DafferOrgans; Beverly Pugh Flutist; Glenn Rodgers

Organist

Matters of Note - by catny o°Nein

Hospitality

Thanks to everyone who brought something to the reception at Haddonfield Methodist Church. We had a great variety to

choose from and not many leftovers.

Cares and Concerns

A Thanksgiving card and note were sent to Ruth Fink. Please let me know of anyone | should send a card to. Cathy

cmo |1 25@aol.com or 855-214-1928

Photos from Masterclass at Haddonfield

United Methodist Church.

Pictured: Dr. Caroline Robinson, and SouthWest
Jersey chapter members Layla Joshi, Larry DePas-

quale, David Doan, and Matt Smith.
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~Deerfield Recital Series~

Presents
Selections from Handel’s Messiah Part One

Conducted by Maestro Thomas Hong

|

The Choir of Deerfield Presbyterian Church & Friends

B T
o SO 1!

Sarah Shafer, soprano Esther Jane Kulp, mezzo soprano Nathaniel Fletcher, tenor

Brinson Moore and Kaylin Pagliarini violins Eric Jones, cello
Evelyn Larter, piano and organ.

Also Christmas Music Solos By The Guest Artists!

Sunday, December 15" 4:00PM

No admission charge ~ a freewill offering will be received
For more information or directions, call (856) 455-1222 ~ www.deerfieldpres.org
Deerfield Presbyterian Church, 530 Old Deerfield Pike, Deerfield Street, NJ 08313

PAGE 8

The audience will have the opportunity to join in The Hallelujah Chorus at the conclusion of the performance.

SFORZANDO
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~ Greater Philadelphia Choral Saciey presents

A Holiday Concert

and Gommunity

'[_]'umc_iuin in 5ing‘ing Part T of Handel's "Messiah"

with Prufcxﬂiunal soloists.

e - . . i . T} . 4 T}
= ‘M: En]{}}'Jath Whithourn's stunnlng Missa Carolae

and other seasonal gems in the second half,

with The Timberdale Brass accompanying.

Sunday,
December 15
3:00 pm

5t. Bartholomew's Episcupal Church
1989 Route 70 East Cherry Hill, NJ

Tickets are available by visiting
www.gpchoralsociety.org/concerts
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FLUTE, PAN FLUTE, PICCOLO, FLUTE ENSEMBLE
By Renowned Flutist, BEVERLY PUGH
Cell Phone: 856 520-6609 (Member, Bay-Atlantic Symphony) Reasonable Rates
& Flute Lessons for All Ages & Levels

S Ph: 856-455-1098 BevsPanFlutes@aol com

South Jersey/Philadelphia

www.BeverlyPughFlutist.com

Sforzando is the official publication of the SouthWest Jersey Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.
The AGO is a multi-denominational, non-profit organization chartered by the Board of Regents of the

University of the State of New York in 1896.

EDITOR & PUBLISHER: Glenn L. Rodgers, gcrodgers@aol.com
OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER: Joe Routon
REFERRAL & POSITIONS AVAILABLE COORDINATOR: Peter Homon, lapajar@yahoo.com, (856)952-5132
PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS COORDINATOR: David Rhody, drthodyl@comcast.net; (856)795-6735

CHAPTER OFFICERS
DEAN: Jonathan Stark, jonstark47@gmail.com
TREASURER/REGISTRAR: Chuck Gibson, gibsonorgntnr@aol.com
SECRETARY: Cathy O’Neill, cmo125@aol.com

WEBSITE: www.agohq.org/chapters/southwestjersey

Storzando is published on the Ist of the month September through June.

p-ll /N [ T

Please submit all material to be included in the publication by the
251h of the preceding month.

gerodgers@aol.com

SFORZANDO
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