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Vive la Différence

P A few weeks ago our chapter’s Program Committee was discussing a venue for this spring’s
Member’s Recital. In the course of events, Vernon Williams was approached with the possi-
bility of hosting the event at Trinity Episcopal in Moorestown, and Vernon enthusiastically
agreed. Well, the Program Committee is a committee after all, so then the members had to
be polled for their approval. Not surprisingly, approval was quick and unanimous, thereby

leading one member of the Committee to remark, “Great hive mind work there.”

When | worked in the corporate world, | was a Director of Project Management. Project
managers tend to be highly intelligent, intensely focused, task-oriented and independent peo-
ple. Directing a team of project managers was like herding cats. A hive mind? Ahh, what a

lovely thought that would have been!

Page | photo by Gary Langel:
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, NY Or would it? The conservatory where | took my degree had a kind of hive mind operating

concerning technical proficiency. Only technical virtuosity was esteemed. Woe to the stu-

continued on page 2
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Dean’s MBSSElgB, conlinued from page 1

dent who might want to slow down the prescribed speed of quarter note = |76 in Beethoven’s Waldstein
sonata in order to achieve a little more clarity or perhaps a nuance of interpretation. | graduated in 1978 and
it’s taken me almost 50 years to banish the grip of that hive mind. | still argue with myself if my tempi in rep-
ertoire don’t conform to the professional recordings found on YouTube.

I’'m writing on February 27 and tomorrow night is a piano and organ duet concert, a collaboration between
pianist Dan Espie and me. You might have seen the ad in last month’s Sforzando. One of the pieces we're
playing is Flor Peeter’s Concerto for Piano and Organ, opus 74. If you attend, and you know the piece, you
might find our tempo in the first movement a little relaxed. Peeters specifies quarter note = 96, but after
trying different tempi we settled on quarter note = 84. Why! In every recording I've heard where the per-
formers adopted Peeters’ tempo, the organ part is muddy and blurred. 96 is just too fast. At 84, the music
retains its “spicy” character but also achieves clarity. As musicians Dan and | are prioritizing a balanced
presentation of all aspects of Peeters’ music thought over a display of technical virtuosity. (If you attend, you
can judge whether we hold to our intended tempo — there is such a thing as adrenaline during performance!!)

By the way, the Member’s Recital will be Sunday, May 18, 4:00pm, at Trinity Episcopal Church in
Moorestown. And how many conversations have | had over the years with Chapter members who were
reluctant to perform in a Member’s Recital because they “couldn’t play that piece as fast as you real professional
organists play.” Frustrating! | don’t want folks to play a piece Paul Jacobs’ way, or Daniel Roth’s way, or my
way. A Member’s Recital is about the experiencing the musical insights YOU bring to a piece, which are
YOURS and not anyone else’s!

Another way to express your individual voice is by responding to the AGO strategic assessment survey. You
recently received an e-mail blast from David Rhody with the link to this survey and a request for everyone to
participate. The survey will be online until March 10; please do participate, everyone’s point of view
is important. For example, my survey response stated a preference for more content in TAO about music
and less about AGO organizational matters. That’'s simply my opinion, please take the survey and express
YOUR opinions!

Soli Deo gloria

Matters of Note - by cathy o°Nein

Hospitality

We will be having coffee and donuts before the Wilbur Held workshop on Saturday March 22nd. Come and
join us at 9:30.

Cares and Concerns
A card was sent to Ruth Fink. Please let me know if there is someone that | should send a card to. Cathy
856-214-1928 or cmol25@aol.com.
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CHAPTER EMERGENCY FUND

The SWJAGO Chapter maintains a fund to provide short-term emer-
gency aid to Chapter members who find themselves temporarily in
need of assistance. No dues money will be used for this aid, but
tax-deductible contributions will be welcome at any time. The
chapter Executive Committee will award aid as the need arises.
Any Chapter member may recommend a member in good stand-
ing who, for reasons such as illness or unemployment, deserves
our help, by contacting the Dean. All cases of course will be
confidential, any discussions in the Executive Committee will

occur in executive (unrecorded) session. There are two ways to
contribute to this cause: |) when renewing your membership via
iMIS, you may elect to contribute an additional amount to the
Emergency Fund; you may also contribute via iMIS at any other
time by using the “Make a Contribution” option from the iMIS
menu; 2) you may also send your tax-deductible donation (as a
check made out to SW Jersey Chapter AGO) to our Treasurer

Chuck Gibson, marked for “Musicians’ Emergency Fund.” Mail to:
691 Willow Grove Road, Monroeville, NJ 08343-

Our chapter’ S SChO’C"'ShiP Program exists to serve area congregations by increasing the number of capable organists and

to insure the continuation of the classical church music profession. (Application forms on pages )

As a reminder, the program is structured as 14 one-hour lessons scheduled at the mutual convenience of the instructor and student, ideally on
the organ where the student practices, or at least one a month where the student practices. The lessons and public jury must take place within
4 months. The practice instrument must have a minimum of two 61-note keyboards and a concave, radiating 32-note pedalboard, with all keys
functioning. The student must have legs long enough to reach the pedalboard and have intermediate piano skills (meaning and understanding of
meter signatures, chords, key signatures, and the ability to read G and F clefs).

The audition for this program is on piano. Applicants will be asked to prepare and perform a simple Bach keyboard work, also one movement
of a sonata by Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Clementi, or Kuhnau, and also one hymn written in traditional four-part harmony. The applicant will
be asked to sight-read two short pieces; one will be in common meter-.

At the conclusion of the 14 one hour lessons, a jury is required with the teacher and at least two additional chapter members present. The jury
will consist of the following:

Two of these three chorales: Ein feste Burg, Lobe den Herren, Herzlich tut mir verlangen

A hymn will be sight-read, pedaling not required

The tune Old Hundredth in any of its traditional forms, copy provided to the committee

One pedal alone passage of a chorale, minimum |5 measures

A trio chorale

A prelude or fugue from the collection Eight Little Preludes and Fugues

The instructor is appointed by the local chapter. Accepted applicants are responsible for securing a pair of Organmaster shoes and required
music. Instruction may happen any time provided all activities are completed within four months. Candidates of all ages who meet the above
criteria are welcome. Please contact Lawrence De Pasquale at Idorg59@yahoo.com with questions and to express interest.
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EVELYN LARTER
INSTRUMENTALS

Music for advanced instrumental soloists,
available in digital download or physical print
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Evelyn’s Collections

- i

O Night Divine ~ Six Christmas Carols for Viola and Piano
How Sweet the Sound: Hymn Arrangements ~ for Piano Trio
Noel Nouvelet: Christmas Music ~ for Flute
Carols for the King from Around the World
Volumes 1 & 2 ~ for Clarinet
Five English Carols ~ for Flute
Consecration: Seven Hymn Arrangements ~ for Flute
Consecration: Seven Hymn Arrangements ~ for Violin
Still Be My Vision: Hymn Arrangements ~ for Cello
Hear The News The Angels Bring: Christmas ~ for Cello
A Rose E'er Blooming ~ for Violin
Oh Glory! Five Spirituals ~ for Piano Trio
Lord of All—Three Hymn Arrangements ~ for Flute & Piano Trio

;""‘I_'n. /
P LT ]

www.evelynlartermusic.com

“Evelyn Larter has a knack for writing that is easy to put together, vet lacks nothing in terms of harmonic,
meladic, and instrumental depth. I find her work deeply moving, spiritual, and satisfying.”
— David Kim, Concertmaster of The Philadelphia Orchestra

C.W.GIBSON;INC.
PIPE ORGAN SPECIALTIES

Steve Jones

President
788 Piney Hollow Road
Hammonton, NJ 08037
joness(@comcast.net (609) 970-9131

SFORZANDO
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AGO Certified Members Thank You Patrons & Contributors

Rae Ann Anderson, CAGO Anderson, Rae Ann Langel, Gary
Miriam Bisbing, SPC Arndt, Ruthann Larter, Evelyn
Charlene Cranmer, AAGO, CAGO, SPC Bisbing, Miriam Nichols, Victoria
Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO Dishong, Mark Obarski, Stephen
Ruth O. Fink, AAGO, ChM Doan, David Owen, Joanne

. Fenimore, William Rabbai, Marilyn
Ethel H. Geist, CAGO

Gardener, Robert Rhody, David

Evelyn Larter, CAGO, SPC Gassaway, Gail Robinson, Christine
Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO, SPC Hatzold, Renee Rodgers, Glenn
David L. Rhody, SPC Homon, Peter Scara, Robert
Glenn L. Rodgers, AAGO Joshi, Layla Stokking-Perry, Nancy
Joyce Ann Routon, CAGO, SPC Kirk, Guy Wylie, Katrina

Our Advertisers -

C.W.Gibson Pipe Organ Specialties; Evelyn Larter Music; RMcFarland@DafferOrgans; Beverly Pugh Flutist; Glenn Rodgers
Organist

REMOTE CONTROL APP

Rodgers Play is a novel new tool that allows you to control your organ while

=Y RODGERS PLAY

away from the console. Now you can create a playlist of pieces to playback for

services, events, or gatherings when an organist is unavailable.

Remotely control playback of hymns,
FOR MORE INFORMATION: B
and other onboard music
Rob McFarland Create playlists, including with your own
RMcFarland@DafferOrgans.com Rodgers
302-357-2101 ; s »n a USB drive

Adjust tempo or lranspose directly from the app

Available now on these models, more coming soon!

AG] fl’\
IM NE INJINITY
ERIES ) k SERIES 439

SFORZANDO
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Chapter Events 2025

Chapter Members’ Recital
Sunday, May 18 at 4:00pm
Trinity Episcopal Church,

207 W Main St, Moorestown, NJ 08057

Annual Chapter Meeting and Picnic
Sunday, June 30 at 3:00pm
Corpus Christi Roman Catholic Church
Il S Sunset Rd, Willingboro, NJ 08046

FLUTE, PAN FLUTE, PICCOLO, FLUTE ENSEMBLE
By Renowned Flutist, BEVERLY PUGH South Jersey/Philadelphia
(Member. Bay-Atlantic Symphony) Reasonable Rates Cell Phone: 856 520-6609
& Flute Lessons for All Ages & Levels

Ph: 856-455-1098 BevsPanFlutes@aol.com
www.BeverlyPughFlutist.com

Email: gcrodgers@aol.com

SFORZANDO
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Positions Available / Substitute List - by Peter Homon

If you are available to substitute and would like to be included on this list, please contact Peter Homon, our

ReferrallPosition Coordinator.

Please forward or refer any items concerning positions available or substitute needs to Peter at lapajar@yahoo.com or
call 856-952-5132.

Positions Available:

Luther Memorial Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod), Blackwood - O/D, no choir but would like to begin one, 3 manual Allen
Renaissance, 9  a.m. svc. Contact Carlo Danesi 609-832-9702 or cpdanesi@yahoo.com. (3/21)

First Baptist Church,Woodstown - O/D but the position can also be split. 9:30 service. Additional details on First Baptist
Woodstown
Website. Contact Pastor Tim Joyce at 856-769-0214. (2/24)

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, Cherry Hill - O/D, 10:00 service, rebuilding choir, 1982 and LEVAS hymnals, Contact Betsy
Murphy at 856-424-2229 or Office@stbart-cherryhill.org, (5/24)

First Presbyterian Church, Woodbury Heights - O/D of the Adult Choir, | 1:00 Service (10:00 Summer) | weekly rehearsal,
Salary commensurate with experience. Please contact David Taylor at dtaylor86@comcast.net or 856-906-1636 (9/24)

St. Matthew Lutheran Church (ELCA), Moorestown - O/D, PT 20 hours, Adult Vocal and Handbell Choirs, services 8:15 and
10:00. Contact Ethan Geehr at stmatthew@stmatthew-lutheran.org (9/24)

St. Stephen's Lutheran Church , Feasterville, PA - O/D, 9:30 service, Adult Vocal and Bell Choirs, 19,000 - $25,000, piano skills
helpful. Contact Susan Gordon ststephensfeasterville@gmail.com (12/24)

St. Peter Episcopal Church, Clarkesboro - O/D, 10 a.m. service, adult choir with Wednesday evening rehearsal, older Allen but
plan ning to replace with new instrument, family oriented, using 1982 hymnal, Contact Rev. Mantelle Bradly
revmmb@comcast.net. (12/24)

St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, Laurel Springs - permanent or interim O/D,Adult Choir, 10 a.m. service. Contact Pastor Dasol
King at 917-886-7254 or dasolking@sppres.org. (12/24)

These musicians are available on Sundays and also for weddings and funerals other days:
Irina Nenartovich 856-321-3465 (Medford) irinanenartovich@gmail.com (after 10:30AM on Sundays)
Robert Powell 609-220-3558 (Collingswood) pianoboy88@hotmail.com

Bob Scara 609-386-7268 (Burlington) rvscara@aol.com, Roman Catholic services only

Katrina Wylie 856-217-9143 (Sewell) KatrinaWylie6@gmail.com

These substitutes are available for weddings and funerals or Saturday work only:
Misty Fiske, 302-535-6398 (Greenwich) mistypenguins@gmail.com

Evelyn Larter, CAGO 856-358-1112 (Elmer) ERLarter@juno.com

Cathy O’Neill, 856-214-1928 (Sewell, NJ) cmo|25@aol.com

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO 856-589-3901 (Pitman) mwrabbai@verizon.net

Matthew Smith, 630-800-8967 (Philadelphia) matt.smith20| | @att.net
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Coda

Dr. Gordon Turk Organ Recital, Sunday, March 9 at 3pm
Pfleeger Hall, Rowan University, Tickets: $5
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35360/production/12166 1 2?performanceld=11537881

Organist Glenn Rodgers in Recital on Wednesday, March 26 at 12 noon.
Church of the Holy Trinity on Rittenhouse Square
Music by Bach. Portman, Messiaen, Morricone and Reger

Still having difficulties with the transition to iMIS? Call Membership & Infor-
mation Technology Coordinator Daniel McCaffrey during business hours
(Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm) at 212-870-2311, ext.4322.

Sforzando is the official publication of the SouthWest Jersey Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.
The AGO is a multi-denominational, non-profit organization chartered by the Board of Regents of the

University of the State of New York in 1896.

EDITOR & PUBLISHER: Glenn L. Rodgers, gcrodgers@aol.com
OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER: Joe Routon
REFERRAL & POSITIONS AVAILABLE COORDINATOR: Peter Homon, lapajar@yahoo.com, (856)952-5132
PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS COORDINATOR: David Rhody, drhodyl@comcast.net; (856)795-6735

CHAPTER OFFICERS
DEAN: Jonathan Stark, jonstark47@gmail.com
TREASURER/REGISTRAR: Chuck Gibson, gibsonorgntnr@aol.com
SECRETARY: Cathy O’Neill, cmo125@aol.com

Storzando is published on the Ist of the month September through June.
Please submit all material to be included in the publication by the
251h of the preceding month.

gerodgers@aol.com

SFORZANDO


mailto:drhody1@comcast.net
mailto:drhody1@comcast.net

