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Dean’s Message - by Jonathan Stark 

Sub-Dean’s Message - by Will Powell 

The Invisible Organist 

This is a true story.  I’m not telling this to put a damper on the festive 

Christmas season, but to shed some light on why the AGO remains rele-

vant, perhaps more than ever. 

I recently played the organ for a church service for a group of retired clergy.  They do this an-

nually.  Never mind what church hosted this service, or what denomination these clergy re-

tired from.  This could have been Lutherans, Methodists, Roman Catholics, Episcopalians, 

Presbyterians, etc.  And my observations about this service do not rely solely on memory- the 

service was video recorded and I’ve reviewed the video. 

The folks attending the service were about half retired clergy persons, and half ordained peo-

ple in staff positions in this denomination’s local governing hierarchy.  Not only were there 

                                     Season's greetings and warm wishes for a happy New Year 

This time of year holds reflection and anticipation all bundled into the same yule log. We have 

much to be thankful for as a chapter, and much to look forward to in the year ahead. I would 

like to take a moment to thank all those who hosted events this past year. Your efforts are 

much appreciated. To those who attended events, we are grateful for your participation. For 

those who help plan, coordinate, and motivate, you help keep our chapter going. You are a 

blessing.  

This past year, we celebrated the life of our friend, Cathy O'Neil. Her indomitable spirit carried 

many roles in our chapter that are missed.  I am encouraged that people like Cathy exist in 

this world, people who give generously of their time and carry their heart through their work.  



 

  

P A G E  2  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

S F O R Z A N D O  V  O  L  U  M  E    1 5 ,      I   S   S  U  E    5  

Winter Social  
hosted by  

Irina Nenartovich 

 

Friday, January 9, 2026, 7 PM 

122 Heath Road, Medford 

January JumpStart 2026, planned in conjunction with St. Andrew's Organ Week (Scotland) "From the Old World to the 

New," features a full day of concerts and workshops with an emphasis on British and American music. 

Headline Presenters: Jeffrey Gemmell (Moravian choral music), James Kealey (British organ music), Chris Bragg (British 

Organ Music), and Douglas Reed (American organ music). 

Featuring: 

Moravian Singstunde (a worship service consisting primarily of hymns) 

Organ recitals including premieres by Libby Larsen and Trevor Weston 

Organ masterclass led by Douglas Reed 

Free music exchange 

Plus workshops / panel discussions on: 

The Weekend Organist                        Taking Your Choir on Tour                       British Organ Music                                     

 The Composer’s Process            Historic Organ Preservation/Restoration           Creating Choral Synergy 

 

FEES*: 

$25 AGO Philadelphia Chapter member 

$45 General 

$25 Full-time Student (please bring your ID) 

Included: Light breakfast, box lunch, and reception 
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Dean’s Message,  continued from page 1 

Sub-Dean’s Message,     continued from page 1 

staff from the local governing hierarchy, but that hierarchy’s chief executive was also present.  Everyone should have been on their 

best behavior. 

Ever seen wording like this in a church bulletin?   “…..time spent in Church prior to the service should be used for reflections and 

prayer”?  Apparently none of these folks ever had!  I began the organ prelude with an exquisite small piece for Advent by Helmut 

Walcha using delicate neo-Baroque registrations.  I couldn’t even hear myself play.  The socializing in the sanctuary sounded like 

Macy’s basement on the day after Thanksgiving.  Next was an organ meditation on Advent by Peter Pindar Stearns, which starts 

softly and eventually works up to a healthy forte.  The assembled “worshippers” reaction?  As the music reached its climax, they 

talked, laughed, guffawed, and even shouted ever louder. 

As the service proper began, they (reluctantly) quieted down.  For awhile.  The passing of the Peace after the sermon provided an-

other opportunity for enthusiastic chit-chat and socializing.  (I should mention that this service had been preceded by two hours of 

workshops and coffee breaks.  It’s not as if these folks had just arrived at the church.)  I stood next the organ console and……. no-

body, not one of these folks, so much as acknowledged me with a nod, let alone a greeting. 

On to Communion.  Communion was distributed up front, but also brought out to folks unable to make the trip.  I played Commun-

ion music and watched as Communion…… passed by.  No Communion for YOU, organist!  Perhaps  that’s a robot playing the organ; 

we don’t give Communion to robots!  Or the organist is strangely and mysteriously invisible? 

These folks are not brand new ministers just out of seminary.  They are retired clergy with decades of experience, or staff leaders in 

this denomination.  Yet despite their experience and education, despite their ostensible commitments to social justice, despite 

their advocacy of love and charity, I was treated as a non-person.   

And by the way, I wasn’t paid on the day of the service.  Three weeks later, I still haven’t been paid.  Classy….. not!   

Am I upset?  Of course not.  I’ve been doing church music for 47 years and have seen and experienced much worse.  I’m sure many 

of you have also.   

But if there’s any doubt about why we organists still need a strong national organization to advocate for us and for the art we prac-

tice and love, experiences like this should dispel that doubt.  Even with limitations imposed by the 2017 FTC ruling, the AGO re-

mains a powerful voice through its educational outreach, it’s many publications (not just TAO), and its advocacy for fair and equita-

ble musician/employer relations. 

Soli Deo gloria  
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Many thanks to the talented and exceptional Cowboy Organist, Nathan Figlio, who hosted a tour and demonstration of the Kim-

ball theatre organ (3/8 circa 1927) at the Broadway Theater of Pitman, a unique gem in our chapter's footprint. Those attending 

were treated to a demonstration of theater organ techniques and a tour of the pipes with a few brave souls invited to play. It was 

an inspirational event we are hoping to do again. Thank you, Nathan! 

Coming up very soon is our annual social event on Friday, January 9th, hosted by Irina Nenartovich. Bring your best holiday recipes 

for this year promises to be a joyful event. Festivities are at 122 Heath Rd, Medford. See you there! 

For those preparing for services this season, wishing you joy in the process. As organists, we hold the unique opportunity to layer 

music into the memories of so many.  May your organs stay in tune and your consoles be warm and cozy.  However you trim your 

table this holiday, I pray that song and merriment are yours in abundance. 

Regards, 

Will 



 

 

788 Piney Hollow Road                                                     Steve Jones 

Hammonton, NJ  08037                                                         President 

joness@comcast.net                           

(609) 970-9131 
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A retrospective by long-time friend and member of SWJAGO, Anthony Falatico. It will be published in  

serial form monthly in Sforzando. 

 

Part III:  WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

It was here that fate stepped in for the second time.  

My home church, Westminster Presbyterian in Utica, NY had been served by Westminster graduates for many years, and upon 

graduation that job became open and I was hired. This was a full-time position with six choirs, a wonderful pipe organ with two 

consoles, one in the balcony and the other a movable one in the sanctuary (there was also a small pipe organ in the chapel.) My 

title was Director of Music, and another person was organist. This was fine with me, since I loved to conduct, rather than con-

duct and play at the same time, which I’ve done so 6 often. That organist was John L. Baldwin, Jr., a well-known musician and 

first-class organist who gave many recitals, and I was able to play the organ when John was away. This church subscribed to the 

then popular graded choir system, with children’s choirs at all levels and a wonderful adult choir. I gave voice lessons and organ 

lessons, and a number of the choir singers studied with me. This choir was accustomed to singing the finest music, so we were a 

good match. The singers worked hard for me, and with beautiful accompaniments from John, the results were most satisfying. 

We sang the standard oratorio excerpts as anthems, pieces such as the Gounod “Sanctus” and Schubert's “The Omnipotence.”  

For our Concert Series the Oratorio Choir sang Handel’s “The Messiah”, Haydn’s “Seven Last Words”, Buxtehude’s “Rejoice, Be-

loved Christians”, and Clokey’s “When the Christ Child Came.” I was always pleased that some of our additional singers were my 

high school and college friends. A highlight of this series was a sacred voice recital by Janice Harsanyi, with yours truly at the or-

gan, a wonderful experience, enjoyed by many. I also taught organ, beginning the students on the smaller chapel organ, then 

later progressing to the larger organ in the sanctuary. There was one shy and reserved woman who studied and did quite well. 

When it was time to transfer to the larger instrument, I began to explain the numerous new console features, and at one point, 

obviously overwhelmed, she interrupted me and said “Well, if you stuck a broomstick up my a**, I could sweep the floor, too.”  

Although Westminster Church was a full-time position, the church permitted me to teach two days a week at New Hartford Cen-

tral School. There I taught music in Grades 1 and 2, and directed a choir of 60 junior high girls. I was also active in the Central 

New York Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, and performed for the chapter and for both the Etude and B Sharp Clubs, 

all of whom gave me scholarships when I was a student. Working at Westminster Presbyterian Church was most rewarding. The 

pastor, P. Arthur Brindisi was, like me, an Italian former Roman Catholic. We frequently joked with each other that we must keep 

the worship service Presbyterian: For him, no colored robes, and no more than two candles on the altar, and for me, no Latin 

anthems, no Ave Marias and no Gregorian Chant. Both my music teachers from high school, Christine Gardner and Louise Miner 

Hobaica were long-time members of Westminster Church. It was quite a switch with Louise singing in my choir, and I frequently 

used her as soloist, even though there were four 7 other capable sopranos. Christine was so proud of me, and often wrote notes 

to my mother, singing my praises.  

Next month - Part IV: PHILADELPHIA AND GIRARD COLLEGE  

THREE LIVES AND MORE - by Anthony Falatico 
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C H A P T E R   E M E R G E N C Y   F U N D 

 

The SWJAGO Chapter sponsors a fund to provide short-term emergen-

cy aid to Chapter members who find themselves temporarily in 

need of assistance.  No dues money will be used for this aid, but 

tax-deductible contributions will be welcome at any time.  The 

chapter Executive Committee will award aid as the need arises.  

Any Chapter member may recommend a member in good stand-

ing who, for reasons such as illness or unemployment, deserves 

our help, by contacting the Dean.  All cases of course will be 

confidential, any discussions in the Executive Committee will 

occur in executive (unrecorded) session.  There are two ways to 

contribute to this cause: 1) when renewing your membership via 

iMIS, you may elect to contribute an additional amount to the 

Emergency Fund; you may also contribute via iMIS at any other 

time by using the “Make a Contribution” option from the iMIS 

menu; 2) you may also send your tax-deductible donation (as a 

check made out to SW Jersey Chapter AGO) to our Treasurer 

Chuck Gibson, marked for “Musicians’ Emergency Fund.” Mail to: 

691 Willow Grove Road, Monroeville, NJ 08343-4529. 

 

Our chapter’s scholarship program exists to serve area congregations by increasing the number of capable organists and 

to insure the continuation of the classical church music profession. (Application forms on pages 8 & 9.) 

 

As a reminder, the program is structured as 14 one-hour lessons scheduled at the mutual convenience of the instructor and student, ideally on 

the organ where the student practices, or at least one a month where the student practices.  The lessons and public jury must take place within 

4 months.  The practice instrument must have a minimum of two 61-note keyboards and a concave, radiating 32-note pedalboard, with all keys 

functioning.  The student must have legs long enough to reach the pedalboard and have intermediate piano skills (meaning and understanding of 

meter signatures, chords, key signatures, and the ability to read G and F clefs).  

 

The audition for this program is on piano.  Applicants will be asked to prepare and perform a simple Bach keyboard work, also one movement 

of a sonata by Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Clementi, or Kuhnau, and also one hymn written in traditional four-part harmony.  The applicant will 

be asked to sight-read two short pieces; one will be in common meter.  

 

At the conclusion of the 14 one hour lessons, a jury is required with the teacher and at least two additional chapter members present. The jury 

will consist of the following: 

Two of these three chorales: Ein feste Burg, Lobe den Herren, Herzlich tut mir verlangen 

A hymn will be sight-read, pedaling not required 

The tune Old Hundredth  in any of its traditional forms, copy provided to the committee 

One pedal alone passage of a chorale, minimum 15 measures 

A trio chorale 

A prelude or fugue from the collection Eight Little Preludes and Fugues 

 

The instructor is appointed by the local chapter.  Accepted applicants are responsible for securing a pair of Organmaster shoes and required 

music.  Instruction may happen any time provided all activities are completed within four months.  Candidates of all ages who meet the above 

criteria are welcome. Please contact Lawrence De Pasquale at ldorg59@yahoo.com with questions and to express interest.  

mailto:ldorg59@yahoo.com
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S F O R Z A N D O  

 



 

Rae Ann Anderson, CAGO  

Miriam Bisbing, SPC 

Mark Cole, SPC 

Charlene Cranmer, AAGO, CAGO, SPC 

Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO  

Ethel H. Geist, CAGO  

Evelyn Larter, CAGO, SPC  

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO, SPC  

David L. Rhody, SPC  

Glenn L. Rodgers, AAGO  

Joyce Ann Routon, CAGO, SPC  

Anderson, Rae Ann 

Bisbing, Miriam 

Cranmer, Charlene 

Dishong, Mark 

Doan, David 

Gardener, Robert 

Gassaway, Gail 

Hatzold, Renee 

Homon, Peter 

Johnson, Mary & Keith 

AGO Certified Members  Thank You Patrons & Contributors  

Positions Available/Substitute List - by Peter Homon  

If you are available to substitute and would like to be included on this list, please contact Peter Homon, our  

Referral/Position Coordinator.  

Please forward or refer any items concerning positions available or substitute needs to Peter at lapajar@yahoo.com or 

call 856-952-5132.  

 

Positions Available: 

St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, Laurel Springs - permanent or interim O/D, Adult Choir, 10 a.m. service. Contact Pastor 

Dasol Kang at 917-886-7254 or dasolkang@sppres.org. (12/24) 

St. James Lutheran Church, Pitman – o/p, 9:30 service, Thursday evening, rehearsal, pipe instrument. Complete job de-

scription is available upon request. Secretary@saintjamespitman.com (10/25) 

 

These musicians are available on Sundays and also for weddings and funerals other days:  

Mary Johnson 856-332-8869 (Cherry Hill) mebay47@yahoo.com  

Irina Nenartovich 856-321-3465 (Medford) irinanenartovich@gmail.com (after10:30AM on Sundays) 

Bob Scara 609-386-7268 (Burlington) rvscara@aol.com, Roman Catholic services only 

  

These substitutes are available for weddings and funerals or Saturday work only:  

Evelyn Larter, CAGO 856-358-1112 (Elmer) ERLarter@juno.com  

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO 856-589-3901 (Pitman) mwrabbai@verizon.net  

Matthew Smith, 630-800-8967 (Philadelphia) matt.smith2011@att.net  
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Joshi, Layla 

Kolojejchick, Leonard 

Kronrot, Hugh 

Larter, Evelyn 

Nichols, Victoria 

Obarski, Stephen 

Powell, Robert “Will” 

Rodgers, Glenn 

Scara, Robert 
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Sforzando is the official publication of the Southwest Jersey Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.   

The AGO is a multi-denominational, non-profit organization chartered by the Board of Regents of the University of the 

State of New York in 1896. 

 

EDITOR & PUBLISHER:  Glenn L. Rodgers, gcrodgers@aol.com 

REFERRAL & POSITIONS AVAILABLE COORDINATOR:  Peter Homon, lapajar@yahoo.com, (856)952-5132 

PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS COORDINATOR:  David Rhody, drhody1@comcast.net; (856)795-6735 

 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 

DEAN:  Jonathan Stark, jonstark47@gmail.com 

SUB-DEAN: Will Powell, pianoboy88@hotmail.com 

TREASURER:  Chuck Gibson, gibsonorgntnr@aol.com 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Class of 2026: David Doan, Robert Gardner, Gail Gassaway, Gary Langel 

Class of 2027: Misty Fiske, Joanne Owen, David Rhody 

Class of 2028: Ken Carson, Renee Hatzold, Terry Savage 

 

WEBSITE: swjago.org 

Webmaster: Vernon Williams, vwilliams@trinitymoorestown.org 

 

S F O R Z A N D O  

Sforzando is published on the 1st of the month September through June. 

Please submit all material to be included in the publication by the  

25th of the preceding month. 

gcrodgers@aol.com 

Nathan Figlio 

looks on as 

Peter Homon 

plays the organ 

at the Broad-

way Theater in 

Pitman. 

mailto:drhody1@comcast.net

