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CIA Director John Ratcliffe met with Venezuela’s acting president Delcy Rodríguez in
Caracas on Thursday, according to a US official.

“During the meeting in Caracas, Director Ratcliffe discussed potential opportunities
for economic collaboration and that Venezuela can no longer be a safe haven for
America’s adversaries, especially narcotraffickers,” the official said.

The meeting, which was first reported by the New York Times, comes as Trump has
asserted control over Venezuela, particularly its oil production, saying the US will
effectively “run” the country following its capture of Nicolás Maduro earlier this
month.

Trump has shown support for Rodríguez, a longtime regime insider, over opposition
leader María Corina Machado, who met with the president on Thursday and even
gifted him her Nobel Peace Prize medal.

Trump administration officials insisted to lawmakers in a briefing after Maduro’s
capture that the move was not a regime change operation since the Venezuelan
government remains largely intact and is now led by Rodríguez, who was Maduro’s
deputy, sources familiar with the briefing previously told CNN.
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The administration’s policy decision to back Rodríguez over Machado was informed
by a classified CIA analysis on the impact of Maduro no longer being president and
near-term implications of his potential removal, according to a source familiar with
the matter.

The tightly held intelligence product was commissioned by senior policymakers, and
the CIA was expected to continue providing similar recommendations on the
leadership situation in Venezuela going forward, multiple sources previously told
CNN.

The CIA was also involved in the plan to capture Maduro. In August, the agency had
covertly installed a small team inside Venezuela to track Maduro’s patterns, locations
and movements, which helped bolster the operation earlier this month, sources
familiar with the plans told CNN.

The assets included a CIA source operating within the Venezuelan government who
assisted the United States with tracking Maduro’s location and movements ahead of
his capture, one source briefed on the operation told CNN.

Ratcliffe’s meeting with Rodríguez this week was meant to build trust, according to the
US official, and reflects the CIA director’s emphasis on human intelligence gathering
and wanting the agency to be less risk averse.

Advertisement

1/17/26, 6:31 PM CIA director traveled to Venezuela to meet with country’s acting president | CNN Politics

https://edition.cnn.com/2026/01/16/politics/cia-director-venezuela-acting-president 3/8

https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/03/politics/nicolas-maduro-capture-venezuela


Up next

Inside the operation: How the US moved to capture Nicolás Maduro

9 MIN READ

The two leaders fighting for Venezuela’s future – and for Trump’s favor

5 MIN READ

Private guns, public oil: Trump’s Venezuela plans start taking shape

7 MIN READ

Venezuelan officials return to X in apparent end to Maduro-era ban on platform

2 MIN READ

Why Venezuela’s opposition leader Machado is betting her political future on
Trump

5 MIN READ

Trump says US is taking control of Venezuela’s oil reserves. Here’s what it
means

5 MIN READ

Most popular

Trump threatens new tariffs on European allies over Greenland until deal reached, as
thousands protest1

No, Trump can’t cancel the midterms. He’s doing this instead2

Trump’s pardon of convicted woman is the second time he’s erased her sentence in a
criminal case3

From ‘A+’ grade to ‘we can’t stand this much longer,’ Georgia voters take stock of
Trump’s first year back in office4

1/17/26, 6:31 PM CIA director traveled to Venezuela to meet with country’s acting president | CNN Politics

https://edition.cnn.com/2026/01/16/politics/cia-director-venezuela-acting-president 4/8

mailto:?subject=CNN%20content%20share&body=Check%20out%20this%20article%3A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2026%2F01%2F16%2Fpolitics%2Fcia-director-venezuela-acting-president
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/03/politics/nicolas-maduro-capture-venezuela?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=up-next-article-end&tenant_id=related.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/03/politics/nicolas-maduro-capture-venezuela?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=up-next-article-end&tenant_id=related.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/15/americas/venezuela-machado-rodriguez-trump-intl-hnk?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=up-next-article-end&tenant_id=related.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/15/americas/venezuela-machado-rodriguez-trump-intl-hnk?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=up-next-article-end&tenant_id=related.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/15/politics/trump-private-contractors-venezuela-oil?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=up-next-article-end&tenant_id=related.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/15/politics/trump-private-contractors-venezuela-oil?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=up-next-article-end&tenant_id=related.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/14/americas/venezuela-officials-x-return-intl-hnk?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=up-next-article-end&tenant_id=related.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/14/americas/venezuela-officials-x-return-intl-hnk?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=up-next-article-end&tenant_id=related.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/14/americas/analysis-machado-trump-venezuela-test-intl-latam?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=up-next-article-end&tenant_id=related.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/14/americas/analysis-machado-trump-venezuela-test-intl-latam?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=up-next-article-end&tenant_id=related.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/03/business/oil-gas-venezuela-maduro?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=up-next-article-end&tenant_id=related.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/03/business/oil-gas-venezuela-maduro?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=up-next-article-end&tenant_id=related.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/17/europe/protesters-denmark-greenland-trump-intl?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=most-popular-article-end&tenant_id=popular.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/17/politics/midterm-elections-trump-2026-analysis?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=most-popular-article-end&tenant_id=popular.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/16/politics/wanda-vazquez-trump-pardon-puerto-rico?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=most-popular-article-end&tenant_id=popular.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/17/politics/donald-trump-georgia-voters?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=most-popular-article-end&tenant_id=popular.en


Sign in

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz mobilizes state National Guard amid ongoing protests5

CNN poll finds majority of Americans say Trump is focused on the wrong priorities6

Venezuela’s Machado gave Trump her Nobel prize. In return she received a swag bag but
no promise of support7

Trump’s double pardon underscores sweeping use of clemency8

US apologizes for mistake in deporting Massachusetts college student, but defends her
removal9

Elie Honig declares DOJ has "lost its damn mind" 1:5910

Search CNN...

Live TV

Listen

Watch

Politics Sign in

1/17/26, 6:31 PM CIA director traveled to Venezuela to meet with country’s acting president | CNN Politics

https://edition.cnn.com/2026/01/16/politics/cia-director-venezuela-acting-president 5/8

https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/17/us/ice-shooting-minneapolis-protests-renee-good-hnk?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=most-popular-article-end&tenant_id=popular.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/16/politics/trump-economy-first-year-cnn-poll?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=most-popular-article-end&tenant_id=popular.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/15/americas/venezuela-machado-trump-meeting-nobel-intl-hnk?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=most-popular-article-end&tenant_id=popular.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/17/politics/sweeping-use-of-clemency-pardons?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=most-popular-article-end&tenant_id=popular.en
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/15/us/us-apologizes-for-mistake-in-deporting-massachusetts-college-student-but-defends-her-removal?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=most-popular-article-end&tenant_id=popular.en
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/01/16/politics/cia-director-venezuela-acting-president?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc&recs_exp=most-popular-article-end&tenant_id=popular.en
https://edition.cnn.com/live-tv
https://edition.cnn.com/audio
https://edition.cnn.com/watch
https://edition.cnn.com/
https://edition.cnn.com/politics


World

US Politics

Business

Markets

Health

Entertainment

Tech

Style

Travel

Sports

Science

Climate

Weather

Ukraine-Russia War

Israel-Hamas War

Features

Watch

Listen

Games

About CNN

Politics

FOLLOW CNN POLITICS

1/17/26, 6:31 PM CIA director traveled to Venezuela to meet with country’s acting president | CNN Politics

https://edition.cnn.com/2026/01/16/politics/cia-director-venezuela-acting-president 6/8

https://edition.cnn.com/world
https://edition.cnn.com/politics
https://edition.cnn.com/business
https://edition.cnn.com/markets
https://edition.cnn.com/health
https://edition.cnn.com/entertainment
https://edition.cnn.com/business/tech
https://edition.cnn.com/style
https://edition.cnn.com/travel
https://edition.cnn.com/sport
https://edition.cnn.com/science
https://edition.cnn.com/climate
https://edition.cnn.com/weather
https://edition.cnn.com/world/europe/ukraine
https://edition.cnn.com/world/middleeast/israel
https://edition.cnn.com/specials
https://edition.cnn.com/watch
https://edition.cnn.com/audio
https://edition.cnn.com/games
https://edition.cnn.com/about
https://edition.cnn.com/
https://edition.cnn.com/politics
https://facebook.com/cnnpolitics
https://facebook.com/cnnpolitics
https://twitter.com/cnnpolitics
https://twitter.com/cnnpolitics
https://instagram.com/cnnpolitics
https://instagram.com/cnnpolitics
https://youtube.com/user/CNN
https://youtube.com/user/CNN


DOWNLOAD THE CNN APP

Terms of Use Privacy Policy Manage Cookies Ad Choices Accessibility & CC About Newsletters Transcripts

© 2026 Cable News Network. A Warner Bros. Discovery Company. All Rights Reserved.

CNN Sans ™ & © 2016 Cable News Network.

1/17/26, 6:31 PM CIA director traveled to Venezuela to meet with country’s acting president | CNN Politics

https://edition.cnn.com/2026/01/16/politics/cia-director-venezuela-acting-president 7/8

https://cnn.onelink.me/PVpf/q9j1odhf
https://cnn.onelink.me/PVpf/43qg6lsp
https://edition.cnn.com/terms
https://edition.cnn.com/privacy
https://edition.cnn.com/ad-choices
https://edition.cnn.com/accessibility
https://edition.cnn.com/about
https://edition.cnn.com/newsletters
https://edition.cnn.com/transcripts


1/17/26, 6:31 PM CIA director traveled to Venezuela to meet with country’s acting president | CNN Politics

https://edition.cnn.com/2026/01/16/politics/cia-director-venezuela-acting-president 8/8



CIA director had two-hour meeting with
new Venezuelan leader in Caracas
2 days ago

Jamie Whitehead
BBC News

Share Save

Reuters

CIA director John Ratcliffe met Venezuela's Interim President Delcy Rodríguez in
Caracas on Thursday "at President Trump's direction," a US official has said.

The two-hour meeting was aimed at building trust and communication following the
US seizure of Venezuela's former president Nicolás Maduro almost two weeks ago.

Ratcliffe and Rodríguez discussed potential economic collaboration and that
"Venezuela can no longer be a safe haven for America's adversaries", according to the
US official.

The meeting took place on the same day Rodríguez gave her first state of the union
address since taking over as interim president, where she announced oil industry
reforms to allow more foreign investment - a move away from Maduro's policies.
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During her speech to the nation, Rodríguez said she was not afraid to face the US
"diplomatically through political dialogue," adding Venezuela had to defend its
"dignity and honour".

President Donald Trump has said US oil companies will move into Venezuela and
make money that will go to people there and to the US, with a top official saying the
US would control sales of sanctioned Venezuelan oil "indefinitely".

Trump has asked oil companies to invest at least $100bn (£75bn) in Venezuela, but
one executive said last week the country is currently "uninvestable".

Rodríguez, the former vice-president, was sworn in on 5 January after US forces
seized Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores in an operation in Caracas. They are now
detained in New York, where they have pleaded not guilty to drug trafficking and
other charges.

The US official described the meeting between Rodríguez and Ratcliffe as "historic",
adding that Ratcliffe was the first cabinet-level official to travel to Venezuela.

The meeting also happened on the same day that Trump met opposition leader Maria
Corina Machado in Washington, who presented the US president with her Nobel Peace
Prize winning medal.

In her state of the union address, Rodríguez told Venezuelans it was "very difficult" to
deliver Maduro's annual report, saying that the two were working on the speech
together until six hours before his seizure on 3 January.

Noting the US is a nuclear power, the interim president said she was not afraid to
engage in diplomacy, saying "we have to go together as Venezuelans to defend
sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and also defend our dignity and our
honour".

She continued that if she needed to travel to Washington DC to meet with Trump, she
would do so "walking on her feet, not dragged there".

She added that "all of Venezuela is threatened", and called for national unity to "wage
the diplomatic battle".

Analysis: Why Trump chose Maduro's VP over Nobel winner
Venezuelan Nobel Peace Prize winner presents her medal to Trump
US forces seize a sixth Venezuela-linked oil tanker in Caribbean Sea
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In her address, Rodríguez announced the proposal to reform the country's
hydrocarbon law, saying she had asked the legislative body to approve it.

Until now, Venezuela's hydrocarbon law has stated foreign partners must work with
the country's state-owned oil and gas company, PDVSA - which must hold a majority
stake.

The reforms, Rodríguez said, would allow investment to flow to new fields.

She said she had instructed her government to create two sovereign funds - one for
social protection so that "foreign currency goes directly to hospitals, schools, food,
housing" and the second for infrastructure and social development to invest in water,
electricity and roads.

Venezuela has been facing an economic crisis, with a sharp rise in food prices and the
lack of purchasing power. Before the US operation to seize Maduro, Venezuelans told
the BBC they were concerned about what they were going to eat.

"We're more worried about food. Venezuela is in bad shape. Inflation is eating us alive,"
one man said.

Rodríguez's reforms come as Trump and American investors eye opportunity in
Venezuela, which holds the world's largest proven oil reserves.

Bosses of the biggest US oil firms who attended a meeting at the White House last
week acknowledged that Venezuela represented an enticing opportunity.

But they said significant changes would be needed to make the region an attractive
investment.

Trump said his administration would decide which firms would be allowed to operate.

"You're dealing with us directly. You're not dealing with Venezuela at all. We don't
want you to deal with Venezuela," he said.

Trump also said that "one of the things the United States gets out of this will be even
lower energy prices".

Venezuela has had a complicated relationship with international oil firms since crude
oil was discovered in its territory more than 100 years ago.

Chevron is the last remaining major American oil company still operating in the
country.
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Watch: BBC Verify examines claims Venezuela "stole" US oil
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troops killed in Venezuela
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Bodies of Cubans killed during US raid
on Venezuela returned
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37 mins ago Half American, half Canadian: Take a ride in
a car welded from two front ends
The owner of this quirky vehicle says it gets a "lot of smiles per gallon" on
the streets of Detroit.

37 mins ago

1 hr ago I want to show the world what Africa is -
YouTube star brings joy and tears on tour
"I love the love in Africa. The energy here is crazy," he says on his maiden
tour of the continent.

1 hr ago

1 hr ago A deadly fire swept through a nightclub in
just 90 seconds. I got out. Would you?
Twenty-two years before the Swiss ski resort fire, Gina escaped a near-
identical disaster. Would you know what to do if it happened to you?

1 hr ago

3 hrs ago Trump tariff threat over Greenland
'unacceptable', European leaders say
The US president says several European allies opposed to his plans to buy
Greenland will face 10% tariffs from February.
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4 hrs ago Protests in Greenland and Denmark against
Trump plans
Demonstrators took to the streets in Danish cities as well as in
Greenland's capital, Nuuk.
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g±Ÿ�þ ḉ î́ ��ÿ ± •́ ±� Í́ • Æó› Ÿ› �‡�çÌ ‡ÆÆ�îŸ‡Ì �Ôª�� Ì Ÿã́• ‡Í �Ôªfi • ´‡Æç�‡Í › �ÿ ‡ç�fi ãçî �ãŸàÔãîŸ› �” � �g±Ÿ�GŸÿ �~ÔãÃ�g Ì́ Ÿç�

ÿ ‡ç� Í́ îŸÍ › Ÿ› �îÔ�Æ‡� �î±Ÿ�«ãÔóÍ › ÿ ÔãÃ�ªÔã�‡› › î́ ´ÔÍ ‡Æ�• ÔÔàŸã‡î ´ÔÍ �” Ÿîÿ ŸŸÍ �î±Ÿ�gãóÌ à�‡› Ì Í́ ḉî ã‡î ´ÔÍ �‡Í ›
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