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Your Name: Edward J. Spock 

Genre(s) of your work: Horror 

Titles/Year of Published Work(s): 

The Eyes Of Mary Beth McCreary ( 2021 ) This is my first published work and it will be also appearing 

in Books Of Horror, Volume 3 Book 1 that was just released on October 27th 2021. 

Bio: 

 I am a card-carrying member of Gen X.  The entirety of my teenage years was in the decade of the 80s. I 

was a part of the rise of heavy metal, witness to the resurgence of the horror genre in the film industry 

and discovered a horror legend as he rose to a pinnacle of his writing career. All of this was part and 

parcel to forming my love for the genre. The imagery and lyrical content employed by the heavy metal 

artists lent itself perfectly to the horror film industry. The horror film industry in turn found a well of 

material in the Stephen King catalog. It was a three-pronged attack. It worked and I was all in. I spent the 

decade immersing myself in the world of horror fiction through music, movies and books. 

In my twenties I was one of the founding members of a hard rock / heavy metal band called Ballbreaker. 

We were part AC/DC tribute band and part an original hard rock band. Over our twenty plus years we 

appeared on a number of various artist collections as well as three of our own all-original cd’s. Our 

original music is where I got to display my love for the genre by crafting lyrics to our songs about freaks 

and apocalyptic visions all with a tongue in cheek fun. Writing the lyrics and melodies to our 

compositions was one of my favorite parts of crafting a song. 

Once the band dissolved, I found that I again needed to find a creative outlet. Having always enjoyed the 

lyric writing aspect while working in the band, I thought that I would really like to try my hand at 

creating my first horror story. I began coming up with a nice stock of ideas and starting in on my first 

attempt. It is still currently sitting on my computer unfinished, tentatively titled “Ruff Draft”. It sits 

unfinished because another idea had struck me that I was able to run with. The story kept coming to me 

as I wrote, and the completed work is “The Eyes Of Mary Beth McCreary”. My first story to see the light 

of day. 

Why do you write in the genre that you do? 

I once read an article with Joe Hill in which he talked about how he had spent so much time trying to 

stay out of his fathers shadow with his own writing. Eventually he realized that he couldn’t. He grew up 

around the horror genre, it was what he knew. He embraced the legacy of his father and began to write 

in the style and he is now one of the biggest names in the genre today. He began to write what he knew. 

I had always felt that way when writing lyrics for the band and is why I am writing in the horror genre. I 

have always felt that people can see through when a writer or musician is not being themselves. So 

when I decided to take a stab at writing it was only logical that it was going to be in horror. It was what I 

grew up watching, listening to, and reading. It is what I knew. 

How has writing changed/altered your life? 



As I am new to the writing field, it really hasn’t changed my life much …. Yet. But what it has allowed me 

is a creative outlet. After my band dissolved I was feeling the need to be creative somehow. I had picked 

up reading again and was reading a lot. I really enjoyed the lyric writing aspect of songwriting and had 

always written privately. With that being said, I decided to push my writing a little further and actually 

publish some of my work. I completely enjoyed the process of getting my first story out there and 

looking forward to getting more of my work out there. 

Who are your favorite authors and why? 

Of course, Stephen King to start with as he was one of my original gateways into the genre. Some of my 

other go-to authors are Tolkien, Lovecraft and Joe Hill. Most recently I have been enjoying works by 

Stephen Graham Jones and Nick Cutter. 

Do you believe that audiobooks are the wave of the future, more of a passing fad, or somewhere in 

between and why? 

I don’t know that audiobooks are the wave of the future, but what I do think they are is another great 

tool for authors to get their work in front of people. Audiobooks are perfect for when you are driving or 

just working around the house. It’s an opportunity for someone to pop one on and listen to where it was 

not an option before. It certainly helps broaden an author’s playing field and opens another door for an 

author to get their work out there. 

What is your opinion of mainstream/corporate bookstores? 

I do believe that the big box bookstores have their place. They have been able to diversify what they sell, 

such as adding coffee shops, toys, stationary and more. They have also been able to put themselves in 

high profile locations like malls. I would like to think that this all has a positive effect on the industry as a 

whole in that it keeps bookstores and books in general in the public’s mind. A not so avid book 

purchaser / reader may be more inclined to enter the store and buy something with these added 

factors. At the same time some of your greatest treasures are found at an independent store and it is 

hard to beat their atmosphere. So I can definitely see benefits to both for the book industry. 

Where can people find you and your work? 

You can find my author page on Facebook as Edward Spock. You can also find me on twitter 

(@ejspock70), Tiktok ( @ejspock ), and I am currently in the process of having a new website built at 

edwardspockauthor.com . 

You can also find my book “ The Eyes Of Mary Beth McCreary”. on Amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com as 

well as good reads. I am steadily working at getting my book added to new outlets and will update 

everyone through my social media platforms. 

 


