Almost Home New Mexico
PO Box 772

Peralta, NM 87042
www.almosthomenm.org
Adoption Application

Your answers to these questions will help us determine the best animal we have available for adoption for your family.  By filling out the information in this adoption form you give your permission for your veterinarian(s) and all other references permission to disclose information to an Almost Home NM representative.  Your information is secure and private and will be used for the sole purpose of adoption through AHNM. 
Fill it out and save it to your computer (preferably the desktop to make it easy to find) as a .doc or pdf and send it back as an attachment- or you can copy and paste it into an email to adopt@almosthomenm.org
If you are unsure if the email went through please feel free to text to check on the status 505-304-3384
Date ___________                                                                         Have you adopted from us before ______
Pet/s Interested In Adopting_________________________________________

Adopters: ______________________________________________________________ 

All Individuals Living in The Home:


Name________________________________ Age/DOB________________


Name________________________________ Age/DOB________________


Name________________________________ Age/DOB________________


Name________________________________ Age/DOB________________


Name________________________________ Age/DOB________________

Physical Address: _____________________________City ___________ State: _____   Zip____

Phone # ______________________________________
Alt Phone #_______________________________________ 
E-mail Address _____________________________________________________
Alt Email Address ___________________________________________________
Employer: _____________________  How long have you been employed there ___________
References outside the home (all 3 are required who know you very well- someone we can contact in case of an emergency if your pet is lost and we can not get a hold of you - they may get a call prior to adoption as well):
1. Name: ____________________ Relation:  _________________ Phone #:  ___________________  
2. Name:  ___________________ Relation: __________________   Phone #:  ____________________         

3. Name:  ___________________ Relation:  __________________ Phone #:  ____________________                  

Vet Information _______________________ Phone #: _________________
Are you prepared to cover all vet expenses your pet may incur throughout its life? __________
Are there limitations (Please explain) __________________________________  
How often do you feel a pet needs to be seen by a vet and for what purposes would you take your pet to the vet?   _________________________________________________________________________________
What will happen if the pet develops allergies, incontinence, or other chronic illness ___________________

Past pets you no longer have (last 10 years)
Name/Breed_________________________________________________________________________

Where did they stay during the day/night?_______________________________________________________

Why you no longer have: _________________________________________________________
Current pets that live in the home 
Please list all dogs in the home breed, sex, age, how long you have had______________________________     ________________________________________________________________________________________
Do any of them have behavioral, health, or dominance problems (if yes please describe) _________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Where do your current pets stay during the day and at night________________________________________

Are the current dogs in the home spayed/neutered _______ If not, why: ____________________________   
Are the current dogs in the home current on vaccines?  _______ If not, why: _____________________
How would you describe your current pet is with other animals_________________________________

Please describe how you will be introducing the new pet to the pet/s in the home______________________
Will you be bringing your dog/s to meet the dog/puppy you are interested in?__________
Please list other animals in the home that the dog might come into contact with (horses, goats, chickens, birds, etc)_______________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever had to take an animal to a shelter or rescue (yours or not if yes- explain): __________________
What are the most important things when owning a pet? ______________________________________
Does anybody in the home have allergies to pets? _________________________________________
What would happen to the pet in the event of yours and if married your spouse’s death or debilitating illness (a will, have you discussed their future w someone- please explain)?  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Your new pet’s living situation. 
Puppy (Skip this section if you are adopting an adult dog)
1. Where will your puppy primarily live?     Inside____        Outside____  
2. How often (hours per day) will the puppy be home alone and where _________________________
3. Are you willing to potty train your new puppy? ______ Potty training technique: ________
4. How/where will your pet spend its days? ________________  
5. How/where will your pet spend its nights? ___________________
6. Provide details on shelter provided outside and/or the access your pet will have inside your home (crate inside, dog run outside, dog house, some furniture, outside when family not home, garage,  etc ) _______________________________________________________________________________

7. Will the puppy be allowed in and out of the house as it pleases (Explain)? __________________
8. If you have other dogs will the puppy be left with the other dogs when you go to work or have to leave the house (explain- separated, crated, together, etc) ____________________________________
Adult Dogs (Everyone fills this section out)
1. Where will your dog primarily live?     Inside______        Outside______  
2. How often (hours per day) will the dog be home alone and where _____________________
3. Are you willing to potty train your new dog? ______ Potty training technique: ________
4. How/where will your pet spend its days? __________________________  
5. How/where will your pet spend its nights? _________________________
6. Provide details on shelter provided outside and/or the access your pet will have inside your home (crate inside, dog run outside, dog house, some furniture, outside when family not home, garage, etc ) _______________________________________________________________________________

7. Will the dog be allowed in and out of the house as it pleases (Explain)? __________________
8. If you have other dogs will they be left with the new dog when you go to work or have to leave the house (explain- separated, crated, together, etc)____________________________________
Will you be feeding (Please mark all that apply):   Canned   Dehydrated    Kibble    Raw   Home cooked
What BRAND of food will you feed and how often? _________________________________________
What’s important to you when selecting food for your pet (cost, ingredients, etc)? _____________________
Why did you choose the type/brand you chose? __________________________________________________ 
Which of the following would force you to give up your pet (mark all that apply)?  ___Divorce/Separation  ___Move   ___Too Loud   ____Too big  ___Too small    ___Nips at strangers    ___Bites    ___Marry someone with allergies   ___Pet becomes Incontinent   ___Develops chronic illness    ___Big vet bills   ___Un-trainable   ____ Too Small    ___Pet is not what expected   ___Having a baby   ___Doesn't get along with current pet   ___Neighbors complain   ___Can’t keep contained   ___Untrained    ___Too expensive  ___Too rough with kids   ___Too much energy   ___Destructive   ____Identified as wrong breed by shelter   ___Does not apply    
Other (explain)___________
What would you do if you got home and your new pet destroyed your house, chewed something special or expensive up, or had an accident? _________________________________________________________
Are you aware you probably should not leave a new dog/puppy loose in the house until you get to know them and have them trained? ____________________________________________
If you have to leave soon after adopting, where will you be leaving the new dog/puppy (outside, in a crate, in a room with a baby gate, etc – please explain)?__________________________________________________

Will you be crate training? ________   Have you crate trained a dog before____

If so, how much time will it be spending in the crate? _______________________________________   

If you are having behavioral issues and the rescue recommends hiring a trainer would you? ___________
What would you do if you are having a hard time keeping your pet in the yard or the house (it’s dashing through the door/gate, jumping fences, digging)? ______________________________________________  

If dog is jumping the fence would you tether while the pet is outside (explain)?_________________________
Living Situation

What type of home do you live in (apartment, home with yard, etc) ___________________________
Do you:   OWN   RENT      If you rent, do you have permission to have animals? ___________________
Landlord or apartment manager’s name and phone number: ____________________________________
Do you have a fenced yard _____ Height________ Type___________________________ 
Do you have an outside Run/Kennel Area_______   How often will the pet be in the run/kennel_______ 
Do you have a tether area_________  How often/when will it be used if you do________________________
Do you have a dog door? ______    A dog house ______  Other form of shelter (explain)_______________
Do you agree to a home visit and follow up after adoption: ______________________  
Are there restrictions on the number, size, or breed of animals you can have? _______________________  
Do all members of your family in the home know that you plan to adopt?  ____________  
Will the pet be around small children ____   Livestock  ____   Birds/chickens ____    Small animals  _____  
Who will care for the dog/s when you go on vacation? ___________________________________________  

Children (If this does not apply please skip)
What age are children responsible enough to take care of a pet without assistance (walk, feed, etc.)? ______
What would you do if you caught your child or their friends sitting on, teasing, or hitting your pet?________ ________________________________________________________________________________________
If you have small children please remember puppies tend to mouth and scratch and may hurt children's sensitive skin and or scare them; and not all children know how to treat puppies/dogs softly so may pull ears, hair, and tail causing the puppy/dog to snap to defend itself. We have had some puppies/dogs returned for this.  How will you be handling this if it does occur (please be honest) ______________________________
Pet You Are Interested In:
Name of animal/s interested in (if interested in more than one please list in order of preference):  ________ _______________________________________________________________________________________  
Breeds/Type you are interested in_____________________  

Please describe your experience with the type or breed/s, we have the dog you are interested in, listed as________________________________________________________________________________________
Please check all of your reasons for wanting to adopt this dog:   __Outdoor Watch Dog    __Companion    __Breeding   __Hunting    __Family Pet   __Guard Dog for Business   __Child’s pet   __Companion for pet __Size __Hair/Coat type __Running/Hiking Partner    __For Elderly/Disabled Person   __Therapy Pet

__Service Animal    __4H/Club   __Indoor Watch Dog   __Protection Sports   __Agility/Competition  
__Desire and ability to rescue a special pet (the pet you are applying for is fearful, standoffish, etc)
What type and how often does this type of dog need grooming and are you able to ensure the pet will be kept groomed and kept free of mats if it is long haired? _____________________________________  
Will you be taking it to a groomer and are aware of cost? ____________________________

What exactly are you wanting in your new pet (Mark with 1 for requirement or 2 would like but not required) 

  __high energy/active        __lazy/couch potato       __likes walks but doesn’t absolutely need them  
  __wire hair      __long hair (Shih Tzu, Maltese)      __short/smooth coat  (Pit Bull, Doberman)  
  __medium coat (German Shepherd, heeler)      __Hypoallergenic (Poodle)

  __good with kids      __tolerates kids      __I don’t have kids and don’t plan to 
  __happy/goofy/loves everyone     __serious/standoffish   __aggressive with strangers    
  __very loving/affectionate     __good with lying next to me/following me around but doesn’t lick    
  __good with cats   __tolerates cats   __I don’t have cats and never will  
  __good with dogs   __tolerates dogs   __I just want the one dog     __want to take to dog parks
  __uses dog door   __uses potty pads     __uses litter box     __good in car      __ plays fetch   

  __trained/well behaved
Some of our dogs are a little special. Are you OK with a dog that may take time to settle down or get comfortable (greets you way too excitedly – jumping around, fearful upon meeting, ignoring you or your dog initially, etc)? _____________________________________________________________________
Age category you are considering:  __Puppy   __Young   __Adult   __Senior __Sick/Hospice
Size:   __Giant (Over 80 lbs) __Big (60-80 lbs)   ___Medium (25-55)   ___Small (10-20)    __X-Small (Under 10)
We do our best to identify the breed/s the dog/puppy might be but there is no guarantee without registration papers. Would you need to return the pet if it grew into something other than what you thought it would be, bigger than you expected, or smaller than expected (please explain) __________________________________

Most destructive behavior, chewing, and escapes are due to boredom and excess energy.  What are you able to do to burn energy if the pet you are wanting is high energy or becoming bored and destructive?? ________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Puppies and dogs need to be trained. They will not automatically know how you want them to behave.
Do you realize this and are you willing to commit to working through behavioral problems? ________

How do you expect the dog/puppy you are interested in to behave when meeting you for your first meeting (please explain) _____________________________ 
How do you expect your pet to behave when meeting a stranger after adoption (please explain) _____________________________________________________________
Are you able to spend at least a couple hours a day working with your new pet and socializing them (especially if you are adopting a puppy- friends, puppy groups, etc)_____________________________________
Are you comfortable with and willing to do training and socialization _____________________  

What type of training experience do you have? ___________________________________  
Do you have a trainer that you currently use or have used in the past? (If yes, who?) ______________ 

Are you willing to take your new puppy/dog thru a basic obedience class with a certified trainer? ________  
If so, who/where will you be taking them? ________________________________
Are you willing to do what is necessary if your pet is jumping/digging to escape? ___________________
What are some things that you just won’t be able to handle in a new pet (shedding, nipping, jumping fences, barking,  etc- please be honest as we have had people claim they can handle anything and then adopt and return the pet without giving them a chance) __________________________________________________
There is typically a transition period when a pet first moves into a new home- it could be a long or short period of adjustment– it just depends on each individual dog and their history.  Are you truly able, willing, and ready to adopt a pet and deal with that transition period (possibly chewing, barking, crying, fear of new owners or other pets in the home, potty accidents, pets not getting along or ignoring each other the first few days after getting home, attempt escape from new home, not eating, not coming when called, diarrhea, etc) and willing to read all the handouts, contact the rescue for help, and put in an honest effort to help your new pet transition to its new home (again please be honest)?______________________________________
If this is a pet with behavioral problems (shy, fearful, destructive, bites, dominant, jumper, etc) are you willing to follow all recommendations and give the pet enough time to adjust? ___________________________  

If this is a puppy, that is not yet completely vaccinated, are you willing and able to make sure it gets to us in Albuquerque or Los Lunas for vaccines and to our vet in Belen for spay/neuter? ______________
You understand that if you cannot keep the pet you adopt from us at Almost Home NM you are obligated to return the pet to us for the life of the pet? _______________________________________
Concerns/Questions you have: _____________________________________________________________
All the information I/we have provided on this application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Applicant ___________________________________ Date____________ 
This application must be filled out in its entirety prior to meeting any animals.  Filling out the application does not guarantee nor bind you, in any way, to adopting from us.  Almost Home New Mexico may require a home visit or follow up.  All animals are adopted out on contract that they cannot be sold, given away, or otherwise placed into another home.  If you, the adopter can no longer keep the animal being adopted from AHNM, it must be returned at the owner’s expense to AHNM. If you are out of state, you must make arrangements to come out to meet/adopt the animal you are interested in and make arrangements to get it home as well.  I would like to thank you in advance for choosing to rescue.
Thank you,  Janelle Chavez
