
   
Our Philatelic Roots 

 

We know declining membership caused our two suburban Detroit stamp clubs to merge 

in 2013.  The Ferndale and Birmingham Stamp Clubs still have their own identities, but 

meet as one organization on the first and third Tuesday of every month in the NEXT Senior 

Citizen Center. 

 

But how did these clubs begin – what were their philatelic roots?  

 

For the Ferndale Club, a May 3, 1934, front-page story in the Ferndale Gazette proclaims 

“Ferndale Stamp Club is Formed.”   
 

“Two weeks ago, a group of Ferndale men formed a stamp club – for the purpose of 

mutual enjoyment of a rather unusual hobbie [sic].  These men meet twice a month to 

study their individual collections, swap stamps, and keep up to date on new Issues.” 
 

“The members of the club are Morton Noble, president; Richard O. Wolter, vice-president; 

Ralph D. Wolter, secretary-treasurer; Maurice Cole; Jay Gibbs; Mr. Worthly; and, J. Jackson.  

Anyone interested may obtain information on the next meeting by calling Mr. Wolter.” 
 

Another article in the same May 3, 1934, edition of the Ferndale Gazette - regarding the 

Ferndale City Commission indicates the “…newly formed Stamp Club was granted 

permission to hold a meeting in the commission rooms…” 
 

A page four story in the April 25, 1935 edition of the Ferndale Gazette read “Fourteen 

members of the Ferndale Stamp club met at the home of Maurice Cole, 611 West 

Woodland Ave., Wednesday night for a social evening.  Reorganization of the club took 

place and election of officers was held.  John Jackson, Spencer Ave., Ferndale, was 

elected president; Richard O. Wolter was elected vice-president; and, Ralph O. Wolter 

secretary and treasurer.”   “The club now meets regularly every first and third Wednesday 

of the month, at the Lincoln High school.  The meeting last Wednesday was concluded 

with an auction sale.” 
 

Plans for a November 20, 1935 “Stamp Club Fete” were revealed in the October 31, 1935 

issue of the Ferndale Gazette.  “The Ferndale Stamp Club will hold its first annual banquet 

November 20.”  According to the article, “Charles L. Brisley, of Detroit, president of the 

Michigan Stamp Club, will give an illustrated talk on “the Stamps of Canada.”  Members 

of the Ferndale club include John B. Black, president; Richard O. Wolter, vice-president; 

Stanley Allen; E.P. Walter; J.E. Conn; Jay F. Gibbs; O.E. Green; John B. Jackson; William 

Krueger; Frank P. Moore; L. Moses; Darrell D. Porter; Wilfred Simpson; David Stewart; 

Robert P. Thomas; George Wickenden; B. Winke; Ralph D. Wolter; and Richard O. Wolter. 



 

The Ferndale Gazette archives at the Ferndale Historical Society contain over 150 

mentions of the Ferndale Stamp Club from 1935 to 1978.  Until 2013, the Ferndale 

Stamp Club recorded 916 members. 
 

 
 

For the Birmingham Club, we find a news article in the March 24, 1938, edition of the 

Birmingham Eccentric, which urges the formation of a stamp club.   
 

“Considerable interest is being evidenced by the announcement of the forthcoming stamp 

exhibition that is to be held on Saturday, April 2 [1938] in Birmingham.”  “W. Carlton Scott 

of 1122 Brookwood Drive, an ardent Philatelist and at one time dealer in stamps in 

Birmingham, was quite enthusiastic about the possibilities from such an exhibition.”  He 

said “At one time there were ten or twelve collectors in and around Birmingham who met 

every two or three weeks in private homes.  There was no organized club, but they simply 

got together to discuss and trade stamps.  I feel that with such men as Dr. John H. Gordon; 

A.J. Underwood; H. Gray Muzzy; William C. Allee; Burton M. Pheatt; C.M. Jickling; Francis C. 

Bagby; T.J. Usher, Jr.; Hal Trump; Charles Scott; Harry Bissett; H.F. Royal; E.R. Rainey and 

many more who are interested in stamps, we could form a worth while organization.”  

That is the real purpose of this exhibition which is being held jointly by the Pontiac, 

Ferndale, and Royal Oak Clubs. 
 

The April 7, 1938 edition of the Birmingham Eccentric declared the April 2, 1938 – First 

Annual Oakland County Stamp Exhibit, held in Birmingham, a success! 
 

“Seventy-five frames of stamps from all over the world greeted their gaze.”  Prizes were 

awarded in five separate classes.   
 

More importantly, however, the article noted “Over fifteen signatures were secured on the 

Charter List for the Birmingham Stamp Club.  The first organized meeting will be held at 

the Community House at eight o’clock on Monday night, April 11 [1938].  Any and all 

stamp collectors who are interested in belonging to this club are invited to attend.” 
 

As more evidence of the club’s beginnings, we see the April 4, 1963 edition of the 

Birmingham Observer-Eccentric, which documents 25 years of the Birmingham Stamp 

Club.  “Celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Birmingham Stamp club is 10 of the 

original 19 charter members.  The club’s membership at present totals 64.”  Shown 

[pictured] M.R. Geisel; Edwin E. Puls; F.R. Rainey; Mrs. Beulah Clark; John Clemons; Leon 

Miller; Hal Trump; W. Carlton Scott; Harold R. Grogg; William E. Dove; [not pictured] Leo E. 

Moses; and, Albert Clark.   
 

 
 

Thanks to club members Chris Crossley and Bob Helbig for research and background 

material.  Compliments to the Birmingham and Bloomfield Public Libraries, along with the 

Ferndale Historical Society for searchable databases.   
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The only club function recorded during 

World War II occurred on March 3, 1943 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


