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RE.: Midtown Official Plan Amendment
​
Dear Members of Council and Town Staff:
​
I am concerned about the growth plans for Oakville and, specifically, Midtown Oakville. I would like to express my specific concerns and have some requested actions. I support responsible growth. I understand the provincially mandated growth numbers. However, this is the biggest development Oakville has ever seen, with building heights we have never seen before. We need to ensure our plan is compatible with the size of land available and ensures the livability people deserve both in Midtown and in the rest of Oakville, which will be strongly impacted by Midtown.
​
I have very serious reservations about the options that have been presented, to date, and the manner in which the Midtown Official Plan Amendment (OPA) is moving forward without adequate public input. I would like to see:
​
· Multiple options presented on January 30th via three-dimensional renderings, with a clear explanation of height and density, public realm amenities, and road networks.  

· Options that meet but do not exceed the long-term provincially mandated growth numbers, and options that optimize the livability of the land available for development in Midtown.

· Options that keep building heights to a maximum of 20 stories in Midtown. 

· An integration of a variety of “missing middle” building styles, such as mid-rise.

· Consideration for the transition area from single-family residential south of Cornwall Road, which means significantly lower building heights south of the train tracks. Taller buildings should be located to the north, along the QEW corridor.

· A comprehensive plan for how all our growth areas will work together to accommodate population growth in a sustainable, liveable way. 

· Inclusion of Green Building and Green Energy plans for Midtown

While I understand that the province has mandated growth in two phases, to ensure responsible growth, this should be clearly delineated by way of a second amendment to the current plan later. This will allow time for planning of other potential growth areas within Oakville e.g. Kerr Village, Bronte GO, and the Town Hall site. 
The Ontario Land Tribunal states that Oakville is required to optimize land use, not maximize it. I agree and believe that the Official Plan Amendment should reflect this approach.

​​Signed,
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