


Curious about the
archival documents | used
to research this story?

In the following pages you will find:

« Historical newspaper articles
about the massacre of Chinese
miners and the related trial

« Handwritten and typed
documents submitted to the
Portland City Council with dates
ranging from 1859 to 1908

« TwWo modern newspaper articles
from the Oregonian detailing the
story of the massacre, the found
trial documents and search for
information.



('HINESK MURDERED,

Nrz Pereg Newd, Junn 14, .
‘A parly of Chinesa nvelved in lawliston Suue
fay afiernnon In battoana from up Snuke river,
hentiug tho particulars of a ghastly murder,
The fnctrns wo ware ablo to grel thom wara sub-
stantlally na follows: Ahont 11X mileanbove haro,
on the Snake, this party of Uhinamoa werd on-
gaged In mining: aboul aix mites below thom
war unolher outfit-comprising ten mora,  Abnut
the 81h of Juve the upper camp pald Lhe lower
ons R visll, and to thelr horror found 10 onv
around,  The cnmp  waa destroyed, blankols,
bedding, clutlnln!.: and lents acatiorsd nround,
{gols Inoken and the Yrockors' aud other fm-
ploments demolished.

Upon 1eachiug a polut six miles helow the
Feene, 1ho hoatl used Ly the -mlssing Chinamen
was [ound on the shora, with two holes chopped
In o hottom. ‘I'he Chinanien theon came on Lo
J.awiston, The conclusion to bo arrived atis
that thess Chioamen were wurdered alther by
whitca or Indians. There woro no whilo men
men miniog in the vielnity, but fraquontly hoth
whites and ludlans pasasd along the Lrajl close
by, Tho affair undoubtedly tavk placn about
sixteen dnya ngo, sinca which tiine sovoral doad
Chinamen have |man soonfloating 1a the water
at difforent pointa along the Snake, and on one
of which Coroner Simpson held an inynest lnst
week, ‘These miners had moro or lesa money
hat they had .saved up, and -those aoquainted
with the affair entertain the Idoa that rubbery
was the intent of (he murderers.
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WASHINGTON TERRITORY,

The wool clip of Plerce gounty was upwards
026,000 pounds. It brought an average of 213{
couts a pound,

Nenr Walla Walla James Shaw beoame to-
-tally blind while pulllug wild sunflowers in his
wheat fleld n fotv days ago.

Peaches are rlre and plentitul on Snake rivar,
Blnckberries wlll be ready to pick In about five
dl}'? nay; ";"r Comxcmnmmwr. Ma) .

Olympin I'ran ¢ It Is reported that Ma).
Hhyden is to be succeeded, as recslver, by Mr.
Shi{elds, special ngent of the governinent.

Vancouver Independont: Only ona and a
balf inches of rain fell in this vioinity during
gung. The regular summer dry apell ls on

and,

Tho harvest has commenced about Walla
Walln, and from roports so far rnceived the
yg_iod. will- avernge to excesd thirty bushels per
8

Palouso (Jazette: Harvest has commanoad on.
Eureka fint and n the Walln Walla valley, both
of which are much mnore forward than the coun-
try {his slde of Snake river.

Tho ground s getting very dry, and a gnod
ehower of raln would be n great blessing. The
cvuntry roads are very dlsagreeable on nocount
of the dust. Bo says a Cheney paper.

Cheney Sentinel: Wild hay s gelting soarcer
overy year iu this section, and soon will be on-
lirely exbnusted. But tamo wlll come
initime Lo prevent any dearth In that line,

The cherry crop ls-scarce, and the shipmonts
have been very light this season, saysa Van-
couver paper. There will he no peara for ship~
ment; and hardly enough for the home market.

At an election held a fow evenings ago W, L.
Young was-choeen to be N, (. and J, 4, Lewls
to-be secretary ot Aberdeen Lodgo, No, 85, I. (),
O. Iy, as will be nolicod by reference to the
catd of that soclety, .

Tho Palouse Giazelte Is responaible for the fol-
lowing - siatement: hitman county has the
stnnllest woman living, She resides three miles
irom Pine city, Is £7 JOII'I old, 20 inches high
and weighs- 83 pounds. ,

Two white men and a Chinaman hava gone
o' & tour up Snake river insearch of a clus to
the murderers of the Chinese minera, The
party will procoed to the camp, which Is about
150 miles above Lewiston,

Washington Territory Oregonian published as Morning Oregonian, July 12, 1887, p6



MURDERERS ARRESTED.

History of a Wholesalo Orime On
Suake River.

How a Band of Eight Gowhays Bratally Mur-

dorod a Oamp of Qhinamon for
Tholr Monoy.

-—c—a

Beveral dnys ago Tk Orkaoxian men-
tioned the fnot that H, K. Hughes, 1{. Muy-
nard and Roberl McMillan had been arrest-
ed in \Vallowa coumty on suspicion of heing
implleated in the marder of sevornl Chinese
miners, ‘Thess Chinose were murdered on
Sunku river, ahout sovenly miles northeast
al Joseph.  Mention was also mude in thiy
peper a few weeks sinee of the finding of
undoubted traces of the fearful erime, Sinea
tht urrest of Hughes, Maynard and MeMil-
lun, the Wallowa Chiefinin of April 19, pub-
lishes a long account. of {he trugedy. 'The
following hag been culled from  that  paper:

Sume lime lngt My Bruce Kyvaus, Homer
LaRue, Tgh Canfield, Robert MeMillan, 11,
Maynurd and 1, K. Hughes were camped al
what iy known ax the “louglas  cabin,”
nhout three miles west of the Chinese camp.
tvans aad Canfiokd were (here, with Laltue
and MeMitlan in their enmiploy, ruumllnp} up
thelr hoeses preparatory o takiug them
nceross the river.  Maynard and Hughes were |
there looking after thieir own sock, and the
cabin zeemed (o bo a comumon camip for the
slockimen of thal range, Onthe day that the
maorder was done, Frank Vaughan also came
lo the enbin in his seareh for stock, and de-
termined {o remain until the next day.
Barly in the nfternoun Fyans, lallue, (fan-
fleld and MeMillnn started for the river, giv-
inF for thefe purpose the biring of n boat to
falce their horsos neross,  Afler the four had
gone some distance from the eabin, they
called to Vaaghan, requesting him to neconm-
pany them, and ha complied,

No fur as anyone knows there were no
plnns to do the murder, or any talk about it,
unlil a small ereek near the Chinese enmp
was renched, when ¥yvans, Canfield and La-
Ruo mentioned the matter.  But it 1s not
disputed (hal on reaching the locality of the
cump, Canfield and LaRue went shove mnd
hegun shooting, while Fyans remained helow
to do his part of the dirty work,  Vaughan
nmd MeMillan (a lad only th yenrs old) were
nenr Kvang, but ho did none of the firing.
Alter thg Chinese, ten in numbher, were sup-
lm.\'ul to be kilted, the bodies were thrown in
he river.  As night was approaching thellve
individuals who were present at this unlaw-
I‘ul' inml unnatural sceng went buck to the
eahin,




Thoe next morning Maynard and Jughes
were toid that the parties absent the day
previous hud killed someo sleer, and that the
would go to bring them i, But as the kill-
ing of gnmae wasonly a myth, Evans, Canfleld
andd Ladtue went agnin to tho scene of
murder, olther for the purpose of removing
all Lracex of their work, or for the gold dus
the Chinese woere suppysed to have at their
camp. We have not lenrned anything defi-
nite ubout the aotion of the purties on the
secortul day, hut one riumor, which hax xomo
substantial support, i3 to the eflecl that one
poor Ghinnman that had not heen kilted, but
severely wounded, had got Jnto a hoat and
was working his way across the river as best
he could, h‘horil‘v after the murderers
nreived, o wind blew the bont toward the
shore where they were standing, and the
Chinaman was disputched without further
ceremony,

Anothoer rumor has it that & party of Chi-
nese, ecight in number, eame up the river a
fow days after, amd LaRue murdered (hem,
There are also various rumors In circulation
ubout the amount of money saccured by the
murderers at the Chinese camp, hut no one
can make a definite estimate of the plunder,
1t is tolerably well established, however,
thut there was xome gold, probably from one
to two thousand dollars secured.

The ahove is the best report that we enn
obinin of ono of the most cowardly and bru-
tal murders on record. Whether the per-
petrntory of the deed neled for love of gold,
or moerely to satisfy their evil inclinntions is
nok for s to say. Bulit Iscerlain that our
authorition should nnrl. wn;' “"‘.‘jl lI:oc e
vy neng Xl nl eh woslsa Lnitae
hl‘l’( pomlllllgvll';l"ilml'lyalmv ous demla,

Most of our readers are famtliae with the
career of Eyvans and Canfield sinee the time
of this murder. The precious pair have
been arrested and indieted for stealing stock
aied defacing brands,  Kvans oscaped from
the anthorities after he had been hound over
and beforo he had given bail, and Canfield
left the county, l'-'.n‘k-i(inn the amount of his
hondds,  Where they are now no ane knows,
Lallue left the country some time i July
Inst yeur,

Ivanhoe & Swith have been engaged Lo de-
fend Hughes, Mavnard and MeMillan, and
an upplication will be made to have them ad-
mlllm‘ to bail for appearance at next term of
sourl, Vaughan was brought hefore 'Squire
Whitacre, ul“ Enterprise, ‘I'tesday and held
to unswer before the grand jury on the
charge of murder in the satne case, in the
sum - of $1000. The bhond wny pgiven and
Vaughun released from custody,

Murderers Arrested. History of a Wholesale Crime,
Oregonian published as Morning Oregonian, April 27, 1888, p3



Back road to Imnaha, Oregon circa 2018
Image by author
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City of Portland Archives, Council Documents - Nuisances-Petition from Chinese
Residents,1859



City of Portland Archives, Council Documents - Nuisances - Complaint
Regarding Chinese Inhabitants in Wash House, 1882
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City of Portland Archives, Council Documents - Permits - Petition to Use
Firecrackers During Chinese New Year, 1882






City of Portland Archives, Council Documents - Permits - Building -
Correspondence from Annie Marks regarding building improvements and
not renting to Chinese tenants, 1885



WHEREAS, _Asmappears pg the public press of the 611'.; of
i?ortland, am ot-mr Momtion o'btamod from tho. who were
prtsmrt at a lnet.tng of t.hn common eoumu of the OLty of
Portiland, on the 15th dag of xoxupcr 1893, that L. M. ncyluh\
a mmber of said common counoil, used and made the foilowln;
ltatement in relation to letting out the stroet-cloa.ni.n; work
by contrnct. to wit: If the contrut were lot to a rieh eor '
poration, they would employ s;aand.mavians, noiroos and chimsp
It would be better to leave the matter as it was till spring,
and let white men have the behefit of the work.'

WHEREAS, Said statement is a gross insult to the eiti-
zens of Portland of Scandinavian birth, and must be attribut-
ed either to malice on the part of said L. M., Davis against

such citizens, or to dense ignorance, in either of which case
he is unfit and unworthy to occupy the said position as a

member of the common council of sald citye.

WHEREAS, The sald statement and declaration of said
Councilman Davis, so made at said meeting of the common coun=
cil as aforesaid, constitutes such misconduct on the part of
said councilman as should require his expulsion as a member
of sald common council. THEREFORE,

'RESOLVED, That the citizens and tax-payers of the city
of Portland of Scandinavian birth do hereby, in mass-meeting

assembled, arraign the said Councilman Davis for being guilty

of niéconduct imoffice, and call upon the said common council

of the city of Portland to expel said Councilman Davis as a

member of said common council for misconduct in office and be
cause unworthy and unfit to occupy such a position.




we do hereby invite the citizens of Portland generally, irres

pective of race, color or nationality, to use their influenc

\
i
RESOLVED, That a committee of five be appointed by the !
chairman to present these resolautions # the common council i‘

of the city of Portland, and to take the proper steps to

bring before said body a resolation expelling said Oouncilmr

Davis from said common council as a member thereof, and that

in assisting ms to secure the expulsion of said councilman.

e —
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To the Hon. Mayor and Council
of the City Portland:

The Special Committee to which was referred the matter of the
resolutions adopted at the recent public meeting of citizens of Scanddna-
avian birth, and the communication accompanying the same, respectfully
submits the following as its report:

Your committee finds the charge to be true that Councilman L. M, Davis
made use of the following language during a meeting of the City Council
and while he was engaged in the discharge of his offiecial duties, viz:
"If the contract were let to a rich corporation, they would employ
"Scandinavians, negroes and chinese. It would be better to leave the
"matter as it is till spring and let white men have the benefit of the
Ywork."

While recognizing the unrestricted right of every person and class of
persons to entertain objectionable, extravagant and strained opinions

with reference to every other class of persons, your Committee denies

the right of any member of this body while the Council is in 8ession and

he is participating in its deliberations to make such statements as are
contained in the foregoing quotation, and we regard the utterance of such
statements at such a time and place not only as a breach of the privilegesg
of the Council, deserving of severe condemnation and censure but an offense
of an aggravated character against the classes of persons toward whom the

language was directed. The Scaudinavian people already number quite a

percentage of the population of the United States. These people are
neighbors and friends with whom we are in daily intercourse both socially
and in business affairs. They are in every community regarded with favor
as among the best of this country’s foreign born population. To elassify
such a people, a people noted for its uniform good econduct, thrift,

energy and enterprise with a hea%hen, debased and degraded race, and in



effect say they are not worthy to do the most ménial work of the city is
an offense against the members of the body before whom the objectionable
language was used as well as a grievous wrong and injury to the nationality
assailed. Though they have not made formal complaint to this Council
there is another class of persons who feel hurt and have cause to, at the
use of the language above quoted. That class is the negro. VWhen as the
result of the late war the black people of this country were made free
and had the duties and obligations of citizenship thrust upon them they
became the wards of the people of the United States upon whom, thercafter,
rested the pressing duty of caring for, educating and maintaining the
race and especially to keep open to them as many of the avenues for
gaining a livelihood as they were capable of pursuing. The rapid strides
toward a higher ciwilization made by this people in the last quarter of a
century, is a source of pride to all thinking persons, and now to deny the
black man the right to compete,on merit for places on the public works
of the city would work a great injustice to him and besides be a viola~-
tion of our implied promise to foster and care for him.
But while your Committee is of opinion that the intemperate language
complained of was unjust, uncalled for and deserving of severe rebuke,
in the judgment of your Committee the offense is not of that character
which would fairly warrant the Council in exercising the descretion
vested in it of removing a member from office. Had the other objection-
able language made use of on the same occasion and directed to the
members of the Council personally, been submitted to the Cormittee, its
action might have heen different, but in the absence of such submission
your Committee make no suggestion.

In conclusion your Committee would respectfully recommend as the sense
of this Councilrthe following resolution;

WA
Resolved that,the use of the language above quoted Councilman L. I.



Davis was guilty of an offense against the proprieties and decencies
of the body of which he is a member as councilman from the Tenth Ward/as
well as against the classes of persons toward whom his remarks were
directed.

Resolved, further, that the members of this Council are not in
sympathy with the sentiments expressed by councilman Davis and think

the same deserving of censure and condemnation.

City of Portland, Council Documents - Administration - Scandinavians Objection to
Refusal to Allow Certain Groups to Perform Street Cleaning, 1893



WILBUR & SPENCER ‘
ATTORNEYS AT Law .
BoARD OF TRADE BUILDING HOV . 6th 1908’ e

W.E.FARRELL PORTLAND,OREGON

Hon, Harry Lane,
Mayor,
Portland, Oregon.

Desar Sir:

We represent some of the Chinese firms doing
business at 4th and Flanders Streets in Portland, Oxregon.
It has become a part of every night's program for certain
of the police officers to enter the Chinese building at
4th and Flanders Streets and go through the building generally,
smashing every door that is locked. Last night certain officers,
headed by Thomas Kay, went into certain of the stores of the
building and smashed doors and without giving any explanation
for their outrageous proceeding, left the building. I have
made a demand upon Chief Gritzmacher to have the damages suffered
on account of the acts of these officers made good at once or
suits will be immediately begun against all persons responsible
for such proceedings.

Why this tremendous effort should be made against a few
Chinamen, irrespective of whether there is anything to lead the
officers to believe that they are gambling, when gambling is
allowed in a number of public places in the the City of Portland,
which places are well known, is more than we can understand.
There ought to be the same law for the Chinamen that there is for
the white man and we would like to enlist your efforts in seeing

that the Chinamen are dealt fairly with and that all pecple are



treated alike and a damage committed by officers when they have
no reason to suspect that a wrong is being done, is made good.
We would dislike very much to commuence suits against the
various police officers, but unless something is done to
cause the rights of the Chinamen tc¢ be respected it will be
necessary for us to proceed immediately.
Trusting that you will investigate the matter spok

herein, we ars,

Yours very truly,

RWW/K




WILBUR & SPENCER \

RWWLBLR ATTORNEYS AT Law
g BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING Nov. 9th 1908.
W.E FARRELL PORTLAND, OREGON

Hon. Harry Lane, ﬂkjﬂ

Mayor, &}“/

Portland, Oregon.
Dear Sir:
Your letter of the 7th inst. received relative to

Chinese matters, I am busy at the present time in Court but

will call upon you in a day or so with a representative gf the E}itj

. - Ry s s 0 4
Chinamen to see if some adjustment of discriminations be
the wvhites and the Mongolians can be made.

Yours very truly,



November 7, 1908,

/
Messrs. Wilbur & Spencer,

Portland, QOregon.
Dear Sirge

I am in receipt of ycur letter of the 6th inst. calle
ing my attention to the action of the police force in inspectw
ing the chiness building at Fourth and Flanders Street. I deo
not know what the facts are in regard to this place, althaugh
the police have been ordered to stop gambling wherever they fin<
it and I presume that must be the reason they are making so many
visits to these particular premises. I will take the matter up
with the Chief of Police and ask him to requeet that your clients
be treated in the matter with the fairness which is due them,

Very respectfully,

Mayor.

City of Portland Archives, Council Documents - Administration - Scandinavians
Objection to Refusal to Allow Certain Groups to Perform Street Cleaning, 1908



2018

irca

(S
| =
o
)
| =
©
(&)
n
)
-
(Yo
o
=S
lw

\'/

| .
(o}
K -
e
=2
<
>
Q
()
o
(1]
E




News/}ank

THE TERRIBLE SECRET OF HELLS CANYON - Oregonian, The (Portland, OR) - August 15,1995 - page A0l
August 15, 1995 | Oregonian, The (Portland, OR) | R. GREGORY NOKES - of the Oregonian Staff | Oregon | Page AO1

Summary: A brutal ambush in which 31 Chinese miners were killed for their gold has been hidden
for 108 years

It's been Wallowa County's secret for 108 years: 31 Chinese miners ambushed and killed for their
goldinremote Hells Canyon in 1887 by a band of horse thieves aided by a schoclboy and local
ranch hands.

In what one historian says was the worst massacre of Chinese by whites ever in this country, the
horribly mutilated bodies were dumped into the Snake River, washing up as far away as Lewiston,
Idaho, weeks later. All were shot; some had ax wounds.

Six Wallowa County men were charged with murder. T hree, including a 15-year-old, were tried and
acquitted. T hree others fled the county and never were caught. In a deathbed confession, the 15-
year-old later admitted he had a hand in some of the slayings.

Newly discovered files, hidden away in a courthouse safe for decades, give the clearest picture yet
of what happened, when combined with other accounts. T he record suggests the early inhabitants
of Wallowa County were more interested in protecting reputations than in justice for the Chinese
victims.

"l guess if they had killed 31 white men, something would have been done about it, but none of
the jury knew the Chinamen or cared much about it, so they turned the men loose," the late
George S. Craig, who attended the trial, told an interviewer years later. Craig owned a cabin used by
the gang and knew some of them.

David H. Stratton, a retired Washington State University professor, has done more than anyone
else to keep the story alive. It doesn't show up in Oregon history books. T here's no historical
plaque where the massacre occurred. The Oregon Historical Society Quarterly hasn't published an
article on it. The Oregonian never had the full story, although it printed a partial account in 1888.

Even now, there's a feeling by some longtime residents that the story is best forgotten. An
editorial in the Wallowa County Chieftain calling for the community to erect a memorialor * “make
amends in some fashion" has met with little response, says Editor Rick Swart.

Bev Hayward, owner of the Eagle Cap Chalet in Joseph, says of the editorial: * "It didn't create any
big stir. It was more of a curiosity than anything else."

One county resident who doesn't mind talking is Vern Russell, whose great-uncle, Frank E. Vaughn,
then a teen-ager, was present at the killings but wasn't charged, in exchange for his grand jury

testimony.

" “Father told me old Frank was guilty as sin," recalls Russell, 75, who recently retired as the



county's public works director. Vaughn's deposition at an 1888 bail hearing is the most revealing
account in the uncovered court files.

Hells Canyon is deeper in places than the Grand Canyon. Even today, the area of the murders is
accessible only by boat, horseback or a 2 1/2 -hour hike from the nearest road. It's near where the
Imnaha River joins the Snake, about 35 miles northeast of Enterprise in extreme northeastern
Oregon.

Some facts are known. Others are in dispute and clouded by time, including whether the murders
occurred at Robinson Gulch or Deep Creek, or both. Remains of rock walls that could have been
the miners' camp are visible at Deep Creek.

What's not in dispute is that the crime was never solved.

Among the known facts is that a group of men suddenly appeared on a steep hillside in Hells
Canyon about May 27, 1887, and opened fire with high-powered rifles on 10 unsuspecting
Chinese miners, killing them all.

Trapped on a racky beach between high canyon walls and the river, they would have had no
escape. The echo of the gunshots along the canyon surely added to the terror. Some accounts
said that the shooting went on all afternoon until the killers ran out of ammunition and that one
wounded miner was beaten to death with rocks.

The files list the dead: Ah Jim, Ye Lee, Wy See, Hop Sing, Hee Lee, La Bate, Heim Lim, Hee Yee, Sing
Heim, Heop Gee. Nothing more is known about them. T hey apparently had gone into the canyon
from Lewiston six weeks earlier, pulling their provision-laden boats with ropes through the surging
rapids.

The orgy of killing continued the next day, Stratton wrote. Eight miners, who happened along by
boat, were slain at Robinson Gulch, and 13 more at a second camp nearby.

While accounts vary on the number of dead, Stratton settled on 31 after reading diplomatic
exchanges between the State Department and the Chinese government, which demanded an
investigation.

Frustrated that the murders weren't being investigated, the Chinese consulate in San Francisco
sent its own agent to Lewiston, where he hired a local investigator. But the break in the case came
nearly a year later in 1888 when some of the men were arrested for stealing horses. One talked.

Six men were charged with the first 10 murders. T he three tried and found innocent were: Robert
McMillan, 15, Hiram Maynard, 38, and Hezekiah Hughes. T he rest fled the county: Bruce Evans, J.T.
Canfield and Homer LaRue. These three did the kiling, Vaughn said in his deposition.

Evans escaped from jail after tricking the sheriff into a trip to the outhouse, where friends had
hidden a revolver. * "He came to the door and presented a six-shooter, and told me to take a walk



and this | was obliged to do," Sheriff Thomas H. Humphreys told the court.

The killers got some gold. The 1888 account in The Oregonian said it was probably worth from
$1,000 to $2,000, but later estimates moved the total up wildly to as much as $50,000. Stratton
believes the lesser amount. He said the Chinese had been in the area only a short time, and it
wasn't prime gold country.

Gold was worth about $20 an ounce at the time. At today's prices, about $380 an ounce, the
estimates would range from $19,000 to nearly $1 million.

One of the miners' bodies that floated 60 miles to Lewiston was found with a severed head and
arm wrapped in a coat tied to its belt, Stratton wrote. Another account said some of the wounded
were tortured in an effort to make them disclose where the gold was, even though they didn't
speak English.

* "The brutality of the Snake River atrocity was probably unexcelled, whether by whites or Indians,
in all the anti-Chinese violence of the American West," Stratton wrote in a 1983 essay. T he essay
is regarded as the most authoritative account of the crime, although he didn't have the benefit of
court records.

Evans, Canfield and LaRue were notorious horse and cattle thieves operating out of Hells Canyon.
McMillan was a schoolboy at Imnaha, a small ranching town near Hells Canyon, and some of the
others may also have been in school there. Hughes operated a ranch in the county; Vaughn was a
member of a well-known ranching family; and Maynard was apparently connected to ranching.

In his deposition, Vaughn said that on the day of the murders he and the others were together at a
cabin about three miles from the Chinese camp.

He said Evans and Canfield wanted to rent a boat from the Chinese to ferry some stolen livestock
across the Snake River to Idaho. Five of the group set out for the camp, leaving Maynard and
Hughes to fix dinner.

" "I didn't understand from this talk that there was any kiling to be done," recalled Vaughn, then 17
or 18. " "All the talk was done by Bruce Evans, J.T. Canfield and Homer LaRue."

Under questioning by Judge Peter O'Sullivan, he changed his story. ™ | knew it was about the killing
but do not remember the words."

Vaughn said he and McMillan witnessed the kilings from a distance of 200 to 300 yards and later
went to the camp and saw * “four or five dead Chinamen." But he maintained throughout that he,
Maynard, Hughes and McMillan did not join in the shooting, blaming it on the three who escaped.

* “Knowing that the parties who did the kiling were desperate men, | hesitated about making the
matter known before," Vaughn said.



The judge asked why Vaughn had implicated the others before the grand jury * “and not now," but
Vaughn denied implicating them.

T he bail hearing was held on April 16, 1888, after 30 " “citizens and taxpayers" contended the
evidence was insufficient -- records don't say why -- to hold the three. They were released on $800
bail.

Maynard, Hughes and McMillan were found innocent on Sept. 1, 1888, after a two-day trial in
Wallowa County Circuit Court in Enterprise. Records of the trial testimony, if they existed, are still
missing.

It's unlikely the jury wanted a guilty verdict because the accused were apparently well-known and
because Chinese were held in such low regard at the time, Stratton says. Discrimination against
Chinese partly stemmed from their customs -- mainly the food they ate and their dress -- and a
belief they took mining and railroad jobs from whites, he says.

" *This kind of attitude was not uncommon all across the country, but it was much more
pronounced on the West Coast because that was where most of the Chinese were," he said from
his office in Pullman, Wash. * “You had this virulent anti-Chinese sentiment, the “yellow peril' and
all that."

Russell, the descendant of gang member Vaughn and now an ostrich farmer near Joseph, says
Vaughn's exploits weren't exactly dinner table conversation when he was growing up.

**l can't remember my mother ever discussing it," he says. "~ "It doesn't bother me any, but
apparently it wasn't too well-received by the rest of the Vaughn family."

He doesn't understand the reluctance of others to talk about the murders, especially now. ™1
don't know anybody who would take offense now," he says. " “There's hardly anyone left. ... It's
just part of history."

Charlotte Mclver, the Wallowa County clerk who discovered the files, can only guess how they got
into the safe. She found them while going through the contents of a safe that was being donated
to the county museum.

Was there a cover-up? Ben Boswell, a judge of the Wallowa County court, thinks so.

" *The records were more than just lost," Boswell says. * " They seem to have been hidden.
Somebody intentionally tried to keep this story from happening. Somebody intentionally caused
people to forget."”

There has long been the perception that some of Wallowa County's early settlers * “were on the
run from somewhere else" and less than law-abiding, Boswell says. * “Around the turn of the
century, the morals kind of changed" and people became more concerned about their conduct.



" "That's probably when the cover-up occurred."

That kind of talk distresses Grace Bartlett, 85, the volunteer director of the Wallowa County
Museum who has written extensively about county history, but not the Chinese massacre.

" *I have no interest in that story," says Bartlett, even as she helps a reporter find old photos and
documents. * “People in the early days came to make homes. ... These are the kind of people I'm
talking about, the ones who came and settled, a fine bunch of people.”

Someone in a position to know where the records were is Marjorie Martin, now in her 80s. She was
Wallowa County's clerk for 43 years.

**| absolutely never did see those," Martin says. * *| can't help but think whereever they were
found, they were moved."

Martin acknowledged knowing descendants of some of the accused, but she won't disclose them.
" "I think people have a right to know there was a Chinese massacre, but | think it's just as well to
go onand forget it. It's a sad story."

McMilan died soon after the trial, of diphtheria at age 16. There's an 1891 newspaper account of a
deathbed confession, made to his father, Hugh McMillan, saying that he and Vaughn were among
those " “armed with repeating rifles and revolvers' and that the group fired on the Chinese from
two sides.

Vaughn apparently stayed away from trouble after the massacre. T he county museum contains
old photographs of him with his brother, Harry, in front of a livery stable in 1898, and also at
functions of a social group called the * “Bachelor's Club."

Russell doesn't know what happened to Vaughn. He says Harry Vaughn lived in the Russell home
for a time. It didn't surprise him to learn that Frank turned state's evidence. * “That was typical of
Frank and Harry, to get themselves out of a jam."

No one can say what happened to Hughes and Maynard.

Stratton knows only rumors about the others: Evans lost himself in the Big Hole area of Montana,
leaving a wife and family behind; LaRue was killed in a poker game in California; and Canfield went
to Kansas, where he spent time in prison and later operated a blacksmith shop at Glenns Ferry,
Idaho.

The years have also hidden the whereabouts of the bodies of the Chinese, although an 1898
newspaper account said at least one was buried in a Chinese cemetery in Lewiston. Stratton says
the Chinese typically returned the ashes of their dead to China, but he doesn't know if that
happened.

There aren't any residents of Chinese descent who could provide information; apparently none
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Drawn to Oregon by job opportunities in gold-mining and railroad construction, Chinese
immigrants became the dominant minority in Portland during the latter decades of the 19th
century, accounting for one of every 10 Portland residents.

The U.S. Census for 1890 listed 5,184 Chinese in Portland -- second only to San Francisco -- ina
total city population of 46,385. Statewide, the Chinese population in 1890 was 9,540.

The immigrants, largely from the crowded and impoverished Guangdong province in southeastern
China, received a mixed welcome. Employers wanted them to fill a labor shortage, especially to
build the railroads. But they were also subject to discriminatory legislation, prejudice and occasional
violence.

Chinese frequently worked for half the wages of white workers, as little as a dollar a day, and their
reputation as hard workers gave them a leg up in many hiring decisions, which led to resentment
among whites. The Chinese immigrants also were overwhelmingly men.

Writing of Chinese workers in 1876 in the Western Observer, a Portland publication, David
Newsom said, "And these Chinese will work at every sort of labor we wish them to perform. And
they will stick to their jobs! | have never yet seen a Chinaman drunk, and | cannot say that of our
white folks."

In Portland, a Chinatown emerged along the waterfront south of West Burnside and today's
Chinatown in Northwest Portland. The Chinese worked at a range of jobs, including domestics,
gardeners, laborers, and restaurant and laundry workers.

Scattered across the state

Chinese communities also were scattered throughout Oregon, especially in the gold mining areas
of northeastern Oregon, in Baker and Grant counties, and in Southern Oregon in Jackson and
Josephine counties. Large numbers of Chinese also were employed in seafood canneries in Astoria
and elsewhere.

Chinese began filtering into Oregon from California in the 1850s, lured by the discovery of gold in
Southern Oregon and later moved on to northeastern Oregon gold strikes. A second, and larger,
group began arriving in the late 1860s to work on the railroads being built across the Pacific
Northwest.

Ships brought thousands of Chinese laborers to Portland docks direct from Hong Kong, including
5,000 in 1882 before Congress closed the nation's doors to additional Chinese laborers.

Though Portland has retained a significant Chinese heritage, scant evidence survives of the



communities that once existed in many smaller Oregon communities. The Chinese left little
written record, and white residents, focused on preserving their own pioneer and immigrant
origins, didn't concern themselves with the Chinese experience.

"They were taken for granted a lot," researcher Priscilla Wegars said. "In more recent times, there
has been a greater appreciation of what has been lost now that the Chinese are gone from
communities where they once lived." Wegars is curator of the University of Idaho's Asian American
Comparative Collection in Moscow and has played a lead role in researching and preserving the
Chinese history in Idaho and Eastern Oregon.

Wegars said that although nearly every Oregon town has a Chinese restaurant today, the owners
and workers seldom have any connection to the earlier immigrants, most of whom moved to
cities, or returned to China.

Baker City and John Day each counted several hundred Chinese involved with gold-mining, who
established vibrant Chinese communities that included Daoist temples.

But virtually all that remains in Baker City is the Chinese cemetery on the outskirts of town near
what once was a garbage dump. The cemetery has in recent years been restored by the Baker
County Historical Society and the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association in Portland, which
sent Chinese American students to help clear the site. A new pavilion, brought from China with
donated funds, was dedicated last year.

John Day preserves store

Chinese history has fared somewhat better in John Day where a large store operated well into the
20th century by a Chinese doctor, Ing Hay, known locally as Doc Hay, and his partner, Lung On,
has survived and is now impressively preserved as the Kam Wah Chung Museum. Maintained in its
original condition, the museum is a significant repository of the Chinese experience.

In Pendleton, a Chamber of Commerce Web site touts tours of underground tunnels said to have
been used by the Chinese for dwellings and businesses. But Wegars said she believes the tunnels
are probably hasements and sidewalk vaults used for loading and storage, with no connection to
the Chinese.

Some of the Eastern Oregon mining towns where Chinese lived and worked have disappeared,
among them Auburn, once the county seat in Baker County. Others include Bonanza, Bourne,
Greenhorn and Marysville, each with its own Chinatown during mining days.

Growing hostility

The Chinese faced hostility in many communities, partly because of cultural differences and partly
because they were seen as taking jobs from white workers. White miners formed associations
that initially barred the Chinese from owning claims, although they later relented. The 1857

Legislature imposed a $2 monthly mining tax on the Chinese.

Chinese also were prohibited from owning property, although the prohibition was overlooked



when whites wanted to sell their claims to the Chinese after extracting the best gold.

The rapid growth in population was smothered by the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, enacted by
Congress to bar any more Chinese laborers, while allowing those already in the United State to
remain. The impact in Oregon was dramatic. From a near-peak of 9,540 in 1890, the number of
Chinese fellto 7,363 in 1910, and 3,090 in 1920.

Wegars said one effect of the exclusion act was to deprive Chinese laborers of the opportunity to
have families and, over time, those who remained "died out because they were not able to bring
their wives and children over here."

Most of today's Chinese American families immigrated later, or are descendants of merchants,
students and professionals who were exempted from the exclusion act, which wasn't lifted until
1943.

Though the Chinese encountered prejudice and occasional violence in Portland, it wasn't as bad as
in other cities, said Rebecca Liu, principal of a Chinese language school in Old Town-Chinatown and
owner of the Lung Fung Chinese Restaurant on Portland's North Lombard Street.

"Incidents probably happened, but generally they considered Portland a safe haven," she said.
"There was always a defense for the Chinese in the Portland area, so it wasn't hatred or
discrimination."

Portland becomes a refuge

The same point was made in a 1978 study of Chinatown written for the Portland Bureau of
Planning by Nelson Chia-Chi Ho, with input from leading members of Portland's Chinese
community. "Portland, in fact the whole State of Oregon, became a refuge for the persecuted
Chinese who were looking for less volatile environs," the study said.

Indeed, when a mob in Tacoma, encouraged by the city's mayor, expelled the Chinese population
of several hundred in November 1885, many sought refuge in Portland. When anti-Chinese
disturbances also broke out in Seattle the same year, President Cleveland dispatched troops to
restore order.

Violence threatened to spread to Portland in 1886. But when mobs sought to oust Portland's
Chinese community, the outcome was different. Mayor John Gates called out the city's militia,
doubled the police force and armed 700 citizen volunteers, who confronted the mob and
prevented serious violence.

Harper's Weekly in 1886 quoted Gates as saying, "It seems to be high time for all good people to
come out and show the disreputable outlaws that the local authorities will be sustained by the
people and that law and order will be maintained in Portland."

The worst violence committed by whites in Oregon was the massacre of as many as 34 Chinese
gold miners inHells Canyon by a group of rustlers in 1887. No one was ever convicted of the
crime, but a group of historians are leading an effort to observe "this horrible piece of history" with



a monument at the massacre site along the Snake River in Wallowa County.
A community center

Liu, who was raised in T aiwan and is a board member of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent
Association, said a plat of Portland's original Chinatown showed nearly 200 Chinese businesses
along Southwest Second Avenue from Pine Street to T aylor Street, with the center at the
intersection of Second and Alder.

The Chinese operated businesses on the first floors of buildings, with living quarters on the upper
floors where "some 20 persons could sleep ina 12-by-20 foot room in bunks stacked from floor to
ceiling," said Ho's 1978 study. There were three Chinese theaters on Second Avenue until 1904.

Portland's Chinese community gradually moved to Northwest Portland during the early 20th
century, as the Southwest location was developed into the city's major commercial center. Liu said
the Chinese had little choice because they didn't own the buildings where they lived and worked.

R. Gregory Nokes is a retired reporter and former assistant managing editor for T he Oregonian.
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