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Running from the aftermath of a local murder
and attempting to escape the pain of betrayal
and loss, professional archivist Della Waters
takes a temporary job as a traveling archivist in a
small town in Eastern Oregon. An outsider in this
close-knit rural community, Della immerses
herself in the archives where she discovers
misfiled trial documents detailling a racist
massacre of thirty-four Chinese gold miners
more than one hundred years ago. Her research
uncovers uncomfortable truths for the local
pioneer families.

Will the pillars of the community embrace their
hidden past or try to destroy it and her?

“This clever and inspiring debut is set
against the backdrop of the small-town
West, where the ghosts of settler
colonialism cast long shadows. Della
Waters is tenacious and full of heart--an
unexpected hero who reminds us how the
past speaks to the present through
stories and how the truth will always find
a way.”

—Megan Kruse, author of Call Me Home

Mary B. Hansen is a writer and archivist who
understands the power of stories and information to
transform lives, including her own. Mary is a certified
archivist with a master's in library and information
science. She is currently focused on writing about
archives rather than working in them. She lives and
writes in Portland, Oregon with her partner, two cats,
and a very smart Australian Shepherd.
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