
It's FALL CONFERENCE WEEK!
​"Creepin' It Real with SkillsUSA"

New Chapters--Please consider applying for the
Harbor Freight grant under National Information.

Important 2019-2020 SkillsUSA WV Dates
October 30-31 - Fall Conference/Lead Advisor Training at Cedar Lakes,
Ripley WV

Please remind students that lodging is dorm style, they will need a sleeping bag, or
twin size bedding, towel and toiletries.

Tentative Agenda, Statesman Award Study Guide, Packing List, Permission Slip, are posted at
SkillsUSAWV.org website
Our community service project is focused on the elderly. Each participant is encouraged to
participate by bringing a trial size shampoo, lotion, and/or Kleenex. We will package the items with
a card and a special message from the SkillsUSA WV students. The school that brings the most
items to package will be awarded a gift card for $100.00 to be used at the lead advisors' discretion
for their local chapter.
Please bring a copy of all permission forms to turn in at registration.
No refunds will be given for FLC individual or chapter registration cancellations; however, same
gender substitutions will be allowed due to predetermined lodging considerations.
Advisors please bring a laptop to the FLC advisor training sessions.
MAIL PAYMENT FOR FALL CONFERENCE TO NEW ADDRESS:

SKILLUSA WV PO BOX 335 RIPLEY, WV 25271
Note: Payment for the FLC is due on or before October 30, 2019. No exceptions will be made.
Please make sure you have a check or a copy of the purchase order at the time of registration.
If your school needs an updated W-9, please email Melissa Wilkinson at
mwilkinson@k12.wv.us.

November 15 - Dues Deadline to receive educational incentives from
SkillsUSA National Office
Mail payments for state/national dues and total participation to:
SkillsUSA



14001 SkillsUSA Way
Leesburg, VA 20176

Membership Incentive Time — Register by Nov. 15
Becoming a professional member of SkillsUSA is one of the best ways to demonstrate to students
the opportunities that membership provides. Professional members receive online access to the
following as a no-cost member benefit. To receive these, instructors must submit membership and
provide an email address: 2019 Sk illsUSA Championships Technical Standards, Jump into STEM!
curriculum and SkillsUSA Career Essentials: Foundations.
Once membership is submitted, an email will be sent with a PIN to access the items electronically.
As a special membership incentive, those who register at least 15 student members plus one or
more professionals by Nov. 15 will receive a free educational resource item, Critical Think ing at
Work  (value $9.95). Instructors who register with 100-percent membership (all students in their
program) plus one or more professionals will also receive a SkillsUSA Program of Work calendar
(value: $5.95).
Visit www.sk illsusa-register.org to register yourself and student members. If you or any chapter
advisors need assistance with SkillsUSA membership or registration, hotline operators are ready to
answer questions about starting a new chapter, ways to engage chapter members or strategies to
strengthen an existing chapter. Operators are on call 8 a.m.-5 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday; and 11 a.m.-7 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday (Eastern time). To reach the hotline, call 844-
875-4557 or email operators@skillsusa.org. You can also chat online on the membership
registration site.

December 1 - Total Participation Contracts Due (TPP)
If your school has not participated and would like more information, please contact
mwilkinson@k12.wv.us

​January 31- Dues Deadline

March 20 - SLSC Registration Deadline
March 23- Advisor of the Year, Chapter of Excellence Application,
Honorary Member Applications DUE
April 17-18 SLSC, Fairmont WV

Note: No exceptions will be made for late entries. Please plan early and
according to the above deadlines. NO EXCEPTIONS!

SkillsUSA National
Information

SkillsUSA has partnered with Harbor Freight Tools for Schools on a new
grant opportunity. Eligible programs can receive up to $2,500 to
strengthen their local SkillsUSA chapter.
 
Applications will be accepted through Nov. 25, and grant recipients will
be announced Dec. 10. The grants are intended for SkillsUSA chapters
established within the past three years that serve students enrolled in one of 27 construction,
transportation or manufacturing occupational programs or contests.
 
To apply, chapters must complete an electronic application and explain how they will use the grant
to improve the SkillsUSA program at their school. Applications will be evaluated based on proposed
plans, community partnerships and sustainability of program improvements. Schools with 75% or
more of their enrolled students qualifying for free or reduced-price lunches are encouraged to apply.

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.skillsusa-register.org/&data=02%7c01%7cmwilkinson%40k12.wv.us%7cb016f2fa9f7146ec854a08d7536f393f%7ce019b04b330c467a8bae09fb17374d6a%7c0%7c1%7c637069610080398918&sdata=E7FzgeW28ncagITq%2ByUxjkocwJuCoYCVYXEpaDopOwI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:operators@skillsusa.org


Grant recipients will be required to complete an evaluation of their implementation during the 2019-20
school year, sign photography/video waivers and provide photos of students and teachers
participating in activities funded by the grant.
 
“Harbor Freight Tools for Schools could not be prouder to support excellence in high school skilled-
trades education through this partnership with SkillsUSA,” said Danny Corwin, executive director of
Harbor Freight Tools for Schools. “The outstanding students, advisors and mentors of the
SkillsUSA community demonstrate the great promise of the trades as a course of study and career.”
 
SkillsUSA executive director Timothy Lawrence added, “Partnerships like these expand
opportunities for our members and strengthen relationships between education and industry.
SkillsUSA is thrilled to partner with Harbor Freight Tools for Schools on this program, which supports
the growth of SkillsUSA chapters across the nation.”
 
The grant opportunity is available to high schools with SkillsUSA chapters established after July 1,
2016, in trade areas that align with the following SkillsUSA Championships competitions:
 
·       Cabinetmaking
·       Carpentry
·       Electrical Construction Wiring
·       Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration (HVACR)
·       Masonry
·       Plumbing
·       Sheet Metal
·       TeamWorks
·       Welding
·       Welding Fabrication
·       Welding Sculpture
·       Additive Manufacturing
·       CNC Milling Technology
·       CNC Turning Technology
·       Industrial Motor Control
·       Major Appliance and Refrigeration Technology
·       Mechatronics
·       Residential Systems Installation and Maintenance
·       Automotive Refinishing Technology
·       Automotive Service Technology
·       Aviation Maintenance Technology
·       Collision Repair Technology
·       Diesel Equipment Technology
·       Marine Service Technology
·       Motorcycle Service Technology
·       MLR (Maintenance Light Repair)
·       Power Equipment Technology
 
Grant restrictions: The grant may not be used for the purchase of tools, hardware, electronic goods
or related items or accessories (including, without limitation, automotive and motorcycle supplies or
accessories, engines and generators, garage and machinery equipment and accessories, lawn and
garden accessories and supplies, welding equipment or accessories, and material handling
equipment, parts and supplies.
 
To complete the grant application, go to: https://skillsusa.wufoo.com/forms/2020-harbor-freight-tools-
for-schools/
 
 
Become a SkillsUSA Career Essentials Certified Teacher
Are you using or planning to use SkillsUSA Career Essentials: Experiences courses and their
associated assessments? If so, consider joining SkillsUSA’s virtual opportunities for Career
Essentials Certified Teacher training.
At present, there is one option for completing the training in one four-hour online session, and there
is also another option for completing the training in two two-hour online sessions. In addition, there
are opportunities to set your own date for on-site training of a teacher group (for groups of 12 or
more) or your own date for virtual training of a teacher group (for groups of five to 20).
Virtual training sessions require a minimum of five registrants, and a maximum of 20 will be
accepted for any given date.
SkillsUSA Career Essentials Certified Teacher training is designed for teachers who are currently
using the Experiences courses or who are planning to. Contextual information about the SkillsUSA

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fskillsusa.wufoo.com%2Fforms%2F2020-harbor-freight-tools-for-schools%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmwilkinson%40k12.wv.us%7C506f6814045b4a3faf0c08d758faee0d%7Ce019b04b330c467a8bae09fb17374d6a%7C0%7C0%7C637075707547715329&sdata=6oqDyiQMgh0bX5Esgb92mh7NnSOSYvM0q4xeiFDfHy0%3D&reserved=0


Framework and basic resource information is assumed to be known by individuals participating in
this training. If additional contextual information is needed for trainees prior to participating, our
trainers will work with you as needed.
Check out the opportunities here.
  
Participate in National Apprenticeship Week

National Apprenticeship Week gives apprenticeship sponsors and providers the opportunity to
showcase their programs, facilities and apprentices. As a result, career seekers can learn more
about the benefits of apprenticeship and the programs that are available in their communities.
 
If you’re thinking about participating, the above website has everything you need to plan, organize
and host a successful event.
 
New Fundraiser is ‘Double Good’
 
Double Good Popcorn is a newly approved fundraising program for SkillsUSA chapters. This online
platform sells gourmet popcorn and seeks to make fundraising simple and effective. 
 
The fundraising company began working with SkillsUSA Illinois in the middle of last year, and four
other state SkillsUSA associations have since partnered to pilot fundraisers as well. Since then, it
has helped chapters raise thousands of dollars.
 
Unlike some fundraisers that require a lot of hard work, time or dedication of advisors and student
members, Double Good seeks to make fundraising easy. Chapter advisors can set up a fundraiser
online and provide a code to their student members to join. Members then set up online stores and
share out their link (by social media, personal text or flier) to sell Double Good’s popcorn. They have
four days to sell as much as they can.
 
Once the fundraiser is over, the chapter will receive a check for 50% of all sales. Chapters never
have to handle money nor touch the popcorn; it is shipped directly to the buyer. The chapter can use
these funds to attend SkillsUSA conferences, chapter activities or pay membership dues. A portion
of the proceeds will also go to the national and state SkillsUSA associations to help fund future
member services.
 
When advisors sign up through an email or at SkillsUSAFundraising.com, they will automatically be
sent a sample package of popcorn with steps on how to get started. Double Good can also provide
resources to help promote this program such as fliers, postcards, email blast information and social
medial content. Contact Courtney Psinas (309-202-2576/courtney@skillsusafundraising.com) for
more information.
 
 
Who’s Ready for a New T-Shirt?
 
The SkillsUSA Store has a new T-shirt with this year’s theme, “SkillsUSA: Champions at Work, I’m
Ready.” Don’t miss an opportunity to purchase a 2019-2020 themed T-shirt!
 
To place an order or if you have any questions, contact Kim DeVenuto at 703-674-5454 or
kdevenuto@egroupengage.com.
 
Membership Incentive Time — Register by Nov. 15
Becoming a professional member of SkillsUSA is one of the best ways to demonstrate to students
the opportunities that membership provides. Professional members receive online access to the
following as a no-cost member benefit. To receive these, instructors must submit membership and
provide an email address: 2019 Sk illsUSA Championships Technical Standards, Jump into STEM!
curriculum and SkillsUSA Career Essentials: Foundations.
Once membership is submitted, an email will be sent with a PIN to access the items electronically.
As a special membership incentive, those who register at least 15 student members plus one or
more professionals by Nov. 15 will receive a free educational resource item, Critical Think ing at
Work  (value $9.95). Instructors who register with 100-percent membership (all students in their
program) plus one or more professionals will also receive a SkillsUSA Program of Work calendar
(value: $5.95).
Visit www.sk illsusa-register.org to register yourself and student members. If you or any chapter
advisors need assistance with SkillsUSA membership or registration, hotline operators are ready to
answer questions about starting a new chapter, ways to engage chapter members or strategies to
strengthen an existing chapter. Operators are on call 8 a.m.-5 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeJJIZa3LNCz3rw3DPi8rQoDzONxJcAjpam3SJwMxmFoZE7Sg%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link&data=02%7C01%7Cmwilkinson%40k12.wv.us%7C506f6814045b4a3faf0c08d758faee0d%7Ce019b04b330c467a8bae09fb17374d6a%7C0%7C0%7C637075707547725324&sdata=Xrr2TXOlVXIOEBqJrEcAmeg5OQLDcLBdHu3UYJ1R8Sc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdol.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D86cf9aa6c46bb2d5fd037db70%26id%3Da2bd393bae%26e%3Dff7d333b9d&data=02%7C01%7Cmwilkinson%40k12.wv.us%7C506f6814045b4a3faf0c08d758faee0d%7Ce019b04b330c467a8bae09fb17374d6a%7C0%7C0%7C637075707547725324&sdata=xKvuDzWzPNcKqIrvjP9Xv0r7bTKBnifPdpdXPC6rlUs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skillsusa-register.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmwilkinson%40k12.wv.us%7C506f6814045b4a3faf0c08d758faee0d%7Ce019b04b330c467a8bae09fb17374d6a%7C0%7C0%7C637075707547735320&sdata=1pwB5P62KLaUkzWl8JomlRFwAZ03GW0PWqhfe0ZQJLk%3D&reserved=0


Friday; and 11 a.m.-7 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday (Eastern time). To reach the hotline, call 844-
875-4557 or email operators@skillsusa.org. You can also chat online on the membership
registration site.

SkillsUSA WV | SkillsUSAWV.org ​
 ​  ​  ​
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