Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Below are the readings and sermon for Sunday August 16, 2020 and Zoom links for various
church happenings this week.
In Christ’s Peace,
Pastor Steve
Coffee w/Pastor Steve
Mondays from 9-10AM on Zoom. Its name is what it is. All are welcome!
· Video: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86839470399
Or
·

Phone (Land line or mobile)
o Dial +1 646 558 8656 US
o Enter Meeting ID: 868 3947 0399#
o Press # as you are a participant.

Bible, Bagels and Brew Bible Study
Join Pastor Steve and friends Tuesday mornings at 9AM on the Zoom app. This is a time
of bible study, sharing and caring from the comfort of your home. All are welcome.
No bible experience needed, just an openness to learning and experiencing God's love for you
in Jesus Christ.
· Video: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85180298593
Or
· Phone (Land line or mobile)
o Dial +1 646 558 8656 US
o Enter Meeting ID: 851 8029 8593#
o Press # as you are a participant.
BLAST! A Youth Group for PK to 5th Grade
BLAST! (Bible Learning and Sharing Together) for PK to 5th graders begins Wednesday August
19 from 6:30-7:30PM. Dr. Shonda Staudtski (Not really a doctor. Just plays one on Zoom. LOL.)
will lead the kids in a fun faith-filled experiment. Please RSVP
to blastnativity3@gmail.com with your child's name today so we know how many experiment
kits to assemble. Experiment kits will be available for pick up on church front steps Monday
8/17 in a plastic storage bin. We will be utilizing the Zoom video conferencing platform.
Instructions will be included in our response to your RSVP email.

GROUNDED An On-line Men’s Group
All types of fellas are welcome to a weekly gathering of faith and fellowship on Wednesdays
from 7-8AM on the Zoom app. via video or phone. The format will be conversation centered
around a biblical devotion. Start your day off right. Get that midweek recharge. Be GROUNDED
in your faith with men of all walks of life wanting to do life right. GROUNDED begins
Wednesday August 12th.
• Video: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86767586678
Or
• Phone (Land line or mobile)
o Dial +1 646 558 8656 US
o Enter Meeting ID: 867 6758 6678#
o Press # as you are a participant.

Readings for Sunday August 16, 2020
Deuteronomy 15:1-2, 7-11
Every seventh year you shall grant a remission of debts. And this is the manner of the
remission: every creditor shall remit the claim that is held against a neighbour, not exacting it
from a neighbour who is a member of the community, because the Lord’s remission has been
proclaimed.
If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of your towns
within the land that the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted
towards your needy neighbour. You should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to
meet the need, whatever it may be. Be careful that you do not entertain a mean thought,
thinking, ‘The seventh year, the year of remission, is near’, and therefore view your needy
neighbour with hostility and give nothing; your neighbour might cry to the Lord against you,
and you would incur guilt.Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account
the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. Since there will
never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, ‘Open your hand to
the poor and needy neighbour in your land.’

Luke 15:11-32
The Parable of the Prodigal and His Brother
Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father,
“Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property
between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in
need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to
his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were
eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get
up and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’ ” So
he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.” But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put
it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and
let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found!” And they began to celebrate.
‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, “Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe
and sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to
plead with him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all these years I have been working
like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came
back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for
him!” Then the father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has
come to life; he was lost and has been found.” ’

