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Our Interim Pastor Words From  

The Nativity 

Newsletter of Nativity Lutheran Church & School 
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 

Vol. 53 Issue 10 October 2017 

Welcome to OCTOBER!  It’s the month for us at Nativity of settling 
into a new routine.  In the light of Hurricanes Irma and Jose and 
Maria and the horrific earthquake disaster in Mexico City it can’t 
be “getting back to normal” – many are saying the old normal is 
never going to return … the normal that’s new is going to be new 
every time we look. 
 
Well, 500 years ago when Martin Luther simply suggested a bunch 
of issues that needed debating [whether he really did nail the list 
to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg or not], he sure 
didn’t realize that things would never be the same.  Not only for 
the church, but for all of the institutions of society.  He’d never 
have imagined. 
 
At least I don’t think so.  Because what he was championing is a 
simple, clear message that we, whose sin can only find us in 
trouble with a righteous God who holds us accountable, find 
ourselves judged righteous in that very God’s eyes, by grace, 
through faith, for the sake of Jesus Christ.  How simple can it get?  
 
Well, these last Sundays we’ve spent hearing the implications of 
what we pray all the time in the Lord’s Prayer.  Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  We’ve 
been reminded that we’re forgiven so that we may be forgiving … 
that we get to practice what we preach … walk the talk. 
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Nativity Lutheran Church & School 
4075 Holly Drive 

Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 33410 
(561) 622-4998 

nativitypbg@bellsouth.net 
www.nativitylutheranpbg.com 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

 
So we thank God for that simple reminder for the church and all 
the baptized so that we can try to keep it simple.  Thank God for 
God the Father’s grace.  Thank God for giving us the faith 
through the Holy Spirit.   Thank God for his gift in his only Son, 
our Lord Jesus.   
 
It’s God’s “new normal” for us … putting aside that which is past 
and taking on that which is new, freeing us from the 
consequences of our past for a future of possibility and promise.  
And having received the gift with thanks, let’s spend our lives 
sharing it with all we encounter! 
 
Pastor Lutze  
 
P.S.  Please note that we have discontinued our Thursday 
Morning Table Talks.  I don’t think it was a wrong idea; I think it 
was the time we chose. 
 
[Minutes of the September 20 Congregation Council meeting are 
not available as of the time of publication of the newsletter.  
They will be made available in another fashion as soon as they 
are ready.] 
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Staff Our 

Pastor: 
 Rev. Paul Lutze, Interim 
 Cell:  772-708-6983     
               paulolutze@gmail.com 
 
 

School Director: 
 Pia Heiser 
 pia@pbnativity.com 
 
 

Office Manager: 
 Kari Donnelly 
 kari@pbnativity.com 
 Cell:  676-7361 
 
Music Director: 
  John Shepherd 
 jsmus19@aol.com 
 Cell:  267-6542 
 
 

Teachers: 
 Lisa Badolati, VPK 
  Lauren Rahgozar, PreK2 &PreK3 
Lauren Molina, PreK2, PreK3 & 
 Early Care 
             Dawn Kellner,  Assistant 
 Stephanie Doughty, After Care 
  

Council Our 

President:     David Johnson 
346-8800 

david.johnson82@comcast.net 
 
Vice-President:       Kelly Rogers 

267-1725 
kellyrogers379@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer:              Jim New 

309-0778 
jcn509@aol.com 

 
Secretary:       Audra Bryson 

570-490-5698 
aahopewell@gmail.com 

  
Council Members at Large:    
               Ernadel Sioson 

212-9309 
emsioson@bellsouth.net 

 
                            Earl Osborne 

614-937-3392 
ewosbor@gmail.com 

 

Leaders Other Church  

 
Prayer Chain:     Sandy McClellan 
 
S.O.A.P. (kids’ group): 
            Mark & Sharon Glazener 
      

Ushers:             Tom Kuhn 
  
 

Women’s Ministry:  Ceil Thomas 

God’s work... 
...Our hands 
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Serve Remembering Those Who  
Dodt, Chas  US Army-Italy, Nephew of Lauren Molina 
Duncan, Kristen USAF-Salt Lake City, UT, Friend of Glazeners 
Duncan, Tyler USAF-Salt Lake City, UT, Friend of Glazeners 
Fredericks, Barry Jr.  US Navy-Japan, Nephew of Denise Varlik-   
                               Joseph 
Glazener, Matt US Army-Jordan, Brother of Mark Glazener 
Griffin, Joseph US Air Force-Azores, Nephew of Ralph & Teri 
   Henning 
Lee, Ashley  Army-Afghanistan, Niece of Kathy Brockelbank 
Malloy, Christina US Army-Hawaii, Cousin of Matt Flynn 
Malloy, Jason USAF-Turkey, Cousin of Matt Flynn 
Malloy, Tom  USMC-N. Carolina, Cousin of Matt Flynn 
Olson III, Robert A.Army-Colorado Springs, CO, Friend of the  
   school 
Pittman, Mercedes  US Army-Ft. Carson, CO, Daughter of Harold & 
                      Debra Pittman 
Ragland, Charles US Army-Afghanistan, Friend of Scott Powers 
Scalise, Frank IV USMC-Yuma, AZ, Grandson of Dale & Sue Long 
Sepulvede, Helena US Army-North Carolina, Friend 
Sioson, Ernie  US Air Force, Salt Lake City, UT, Brother of  
   Ernadel Sioson 
Tuttle, Aaron USMC-Okinawa, Japan, Son of Debbie Tuttle, 
   Grandson of Mark & Sharon Glazener 
 
 
Please contact the office at 622-4998 or kari@pbnativity.com with any 
changes or additions to this list. 

Choir Rehearsals  
Any man interested in singing with the men’s choir, please join 
rehearsals each Sunday in the sanctuary directly after worship at 
10:30am.  Adult choir rehearsals are each Tuesday at 6:30pm and 
Bell Choir meets at 7:30pm on Tuesdays.  Everyone is welcome to 
join any of our choirs.   
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Special Congregation Meeting 
Sunday, October 1 following the 9:30 a.m. worship service, all 
members are asked to attend a special meeting to follow-up 
discussions at two previous congregation meetings regarding the 
city’s offer and code violations.  Please make every effort to be 
present at this important meeting.  It has critical implications for 
our congregation’s mission and ministry. 
 
Blessing of the Animals 
Please join Pastor Lutze and the preschool students on 
Wednesday, October 4 at 8:45 a.m. for a brief “Blessing of the 
Animals”.  Bring your pets in cages, on leashes or in a photo form.   
 
Women’s Love Circle 
We would like to invite anyone that might be interested to come 
and see what we do at Women’s Love Circle.  An important part of 
our session is our Bible Study.  The first three lessons of this new 
season will be on The Apostles' Creed.  Come and find out why this 
is part of our liturgy every Sunday.  We meet the second Monday 
of each month (September through June) beginning October 9th at 
9:30 a.m. since last month’s meeting was cancelled due to the 
storm. 
If you receive the Gather magazine at home, please bring 
September and October’s. 
Love Circle is one of the ways for you to be a part of Nativity's 
Family. 
 
Youth Kick-Off Event 
Key leaders from Nativity and from Gardens Presbyterian, one of 
our ecumenical partners through ELCA, have been praying and 
sharing together to begin a shared youth ministry for both of our 
congregations.   
As the storm blew us off course last month for a start date, let’s try 
again on Sunday, October 15 at 4 p.m. here at Nativity.  There will 
be games, food and other excitement especially focused on Middle 
and High School youth.  It’s not going to be something we’re doing 
“for” our youth, but “with” our youth.  As you hear and learn more, 
keep this new venture in your prayers. 
 
 
 

 

Events Upcoming  
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Sandwich Making 
Saturday, October 21, join fellow friends and members as they 
prepare hundreds of sandwiches for our neighbors in need. 
Time is 9:00am in the fellowship hall.  Many hands are 
needed. 
 
14th Annual Golf Benefit 
Our 14th Annual Golf Benefit will be held 
October 28, 2017 at the Golf Club of 
Jupiter located at 1800 Central Blvd.   
This golf scramble includes a continental 
breakfast as well as an excellent BBQ 
chicken and rib lunch for all players and 
those who sign up for lunch only.   
Players of all levels are welcome.  Please register by October 
15 to get a reduced price.  Registration forms are available in 
the church and school office or online at 
www.nativitylutheranpbg.com. 
Don’t play golf...you can still help by being a sponsor or 
donating.  We have various levels of sponsorship available to 
get your name or company name out there.  We need 
donations of all kinds...big or small.  Gift cards, products, 
services will all be used for raffles, silent auction and awards.  
Please get all donations to the church office by Friday, October 
13.   
Please help our church and school make this our biggest 
fundraiser! 
 
 
Ministry Survey 
Last month the call committee mailed a letter along with a 
Ministry Site Profile to all members and friends of Nativity.  
You do not need to be a voting member to fill one of these 
out.  This is to help guide our call committee to learn what we 
would all like in our next pastor.  Extra copies are in the loggia 
along with the box to put completed surveys into.   

Events  Special 
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Celebrate Days to  

10/1 Carolyne New 
10/6 Jane Keith 
10/9 Debra Flynn 
10/10 Debra Bauer 
10/11 Makenah Rogers 
10/14 Natascha Kempfe 
10/17 Pastor Paul Lutze 
10/17 Jordan Stelicha 
10/22 Tom Kuhn 
10/24 Kathy Brockelbank 
10/25 Brandon Mangual 
10/28 Sara Hoekstra 
10/28 Sam Snyder 

Happy Birthday To: 

Happy Anniversary To: 
10/20 David & Judy Johnson 
 

If your birthday or 
anniversary is not listed 
in our newsletter, please 
contact the church office 
with your information. 
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  Monthly Account Balances for August 2017 

  
End of 

July 
2017 

IN OUT 
End of  
August 
2017 

Budgeted Allotments   $33,325 $33,983  

General Operating  $7,281 $31,386 $23,498 $15,169 
Designated Giving      

Memorial Fund  $14,155 $0 $0 $14,155 
Brian Morrissey Fund  $1,544 $15 $0 $1,559 

Capital Fund  $6,625 $245 $0 $6,870 
Other Designated/Debit  $4,461 $0 $1,055 $3,406 

Total Designated  $16,784 $260 $1,055 $15,989 

Summary  $24,065 $31,646 $24,553 $31,158 

Year to Date 
General Operating 

6/1/2016—8/31/2017 

Contributions  $83,859 

Expenses  $95,235 

Summary  $(11,376) 

Year to Date 
Combined Funds 

General & Designated 
6/1/2016—8/31/2017 

Contributions  $88,280 

Expenses  $119,613 

Summary  $(31,333) 

Plant Help Needed 
Do you have a green thumb or just like to play in the dirt?  We 
need someone to help with plants on the front steps.  We lost one 
of the gladiolus plants during Hurricane Irma and the other one is 
leaning.  Can you help?   
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News  More 

Nativity’s Got Talent! 
If you weren't there, then, it's one you'll need to mark on your 
calendars for next year.  Nativity's Got Talent Season 3 was great 
again this year!  We were able to not only provide canned, non-
perishable food to donate to our local food pantry, we raised 
$1,040 to go towards our sending our youth members to the ELCA 
Youth Gathering in June 2018. 
Many thanks to those that helped not only in performing but 
everything else that it took to do it!  Denise Ellis, Mark Glazener, 
Kelly and Sara Hoekstra, Emma-Jade Cantrell, John Shepherd, 
Katyna, Max and Stella Smith, Kelly, Nevaeh and Makenah Rogers, 
Dylan Morrissey, Owen, Ashton and Evan Flynn, Julius Roehl, 
Charlotte and Susannah Johnsen, Becky Mercer, Sara Mercer-
Willoughby and David Willoughby, Pastor Lutze and especially 
Ernadel Sioson.  Thank you to all of our Nativity members, family 
and friends that provided their support for this fundraiser.  
These things can only happen with your help and support! 
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Worship Opportunities For 

 
 

Time after Pentecost (October 1)  
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32          Philippians 2:1-13 

Matthew 21:23-32 
 

Time after Pentecost (October 8) 
Isaiah 5:1-7         Philippians 3:4b-14 

Matthew 21:33-46 
 

 Time after Pentecost (October 15) 
Isaiah 25:1-9         Philippians 4:1-9 

Matthew 22:1-14 
 

 Time after Pentecost (October 22) 
        Isaiah 45:1-7         1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Matthew 22:15-22 
 

     Reformation Sunday (October 29) 
Jeremiah 31:31-34          Romans 3:19-28 

John 8:31-36 
 

New Website 
Nativity has a new website that you will find helpful and 
interactive.  Thank you to Kelly and Dylan Rogers for their hard 
work to make www.nativitylutheranpbg.com a reality!  Kelly 
has worked long hours with the staff and it is improving daily.  
You are now able to register for the golf benefit online, make 
donations, view a school or church calendar, review past 
sermons, interact with staff and leaders, and much more.   
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You 
Thank  

This past month we want to say a BIG THANK YOU to all that 
helped to put up and take down shutters here at Nativity 
because of hurricane threat.  Thank you Tom Kuhn, Don 
Laven, Jim and Carolyne New, Stuart McClellan and 
granddaughter Brooke McGuire, Earl and Sue Osborne, Sharon 
Speckman and her brother Tom from NY, Chad Smith, Ralph 
and Teri Henning (yes, they came from Georgia to help), 
Ernadel Sioson for sending Brian and Jason, Tavis Smith, Dylan 
Rogers, Dylan and Caitlin Morrissey, David Johnson, Pia Heiser, 
Paul and Jacob Heiser and friend Trey, Lois Erickson and Kari 
Donnelly. 
Thank you to property workday volunteers that came on 
Saturday, September 16 to clean up after Hurricane Irma.  
Those workers were Jim and Carolyne New, Denise and Caleb 
Ellis, John Johnsen, Hedy Rossmeissl, Dylan Morrissey, David, 
Becky and Sarah Willoughby, Kathy Brockelbank, Debra Flynn 
and Tom Kuhn. 
Thank you also to Tom Kuhn, Stuart McClellan and Dylan 
Rogers for repairing a door that swelled, resetting the timers 
on lights and sprinkler systems and replacing batteries in sink 
faucets.  You all are fantastic!  We couldn’t do it without you! 
 
Loss in the Church Family 
Maria Raffa passed away September 17 at the age of 95.  She 
had been living with her son since May as she was waiting for 
her new assisted living apartment to open.   
Her service will be held on Friday, October 27, 11:00 a.m. at 
Faith Lutheran Church, 555 US Highway 1 in North Palm 
Beach.   
 
Stories of Faith in Action 
Stories of Faith in Action is a free, annual publication 
highlighting how God is changing lives through the ministries 
funded by congregations’ offering of Mission Support, which is 
shared with your synod and the ELCA churchwide organization.  
Together, we serve God’s people across the United States and 
around the world through our 9,300 congregations 65 synods 
and one churchwide organization. Visit ELCA.org/SOFIA to 
order your free copy. 
 7 



8  

Scoop Preschool 

This Month’s Theme 
Weather & Changing Seasons is this month’s theme at Nativity 
Preschool.  Each season brings big changes to weather and 
the surroundings your child sees.  This month your child will 
learn about weather, storms and the signs of changing 
seasons.  Your child will create a weather wheel, gather 
nature items for a hibernating bear, make a thunder shaker, 
and explore the effects of wind and water.  Help your child be 
a weather watcher every day and explore the wonders of 
nature.   
 
Basics to Reinforce at Home 
Letters: Cc, Nn and Uu 
Numbers: 3 and 4 
 
Upcoming 
10/4  8:45 a.m. Blessing of the Animals 
  Bring your pet and come early! 
10/9  9:00 a.m. Picture Day 
  Siblings are welcome! 
19/16  No School (Teacher Work Day) 
10/28  8:00 a.m. 14th Annual Golf Benefit  
  (Sign up early) 
  12:00 p.m. Golf Lunch, sign up needed 
10/31  9:30 a.m. Costume Parade &  
  Trunk or Treat (volunteers needed) 
TBD  Fire Truck Visit 
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Cuddle up with Your Child and a Good Book 
The Reasons for Seasons 

by Gail Gibbons 

Why Do Leaves Change Color? 

by Betsy Maestro 

Spring’s Sprung 

by Lynn Plourde 

Sounds of a Summer Night 

by May Garelick 

The Twelve Days of Winter: 

Weather at Home 
Keep track of the weather and temperature near your home.  
Make a rain gauge together (or put an empty bucket outside) 
and record how much rain falls this month.  Make a family 
emergency plan for any extreme weather that might occur 
where you live. 
 
Scary Weather 
Talk with your child about what types of weather scare them.  
Share your own fears and discuss other things that might scare 
your child.  Sing the song below to the tune of “Mary Had a 
Little Lamb” and end with a hug. 

I need a hug when I feel scared, 
I feel scared, I feel scared. 

I need a hug when I feel scared. 
Can you please hug me? 

 
@2017 Mother Goose Time, Inc. 
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Newsletter Family 

Sunny and Sad Days 
A child’s mood can change just like the weather. One minute it’s 
sunny and the next minute there’s a storm. No matter what 
emotional weather your child experiences, find ways to affirm your 
love for him. This will increase your child’s sense of trust and 
safety.  Once your child feels safe, you can help him learn 
strategies for managing his emotions. 
 
Follow these suggestions to monitor your child’s weather: 
• Learn to recognize your child’s distress signals. Each 
child gives off a unique set of non-verbal and verbal cues to alert 
others of pending frustration, stress or fear. When you respond to 
signals immediately, you acknowledge the child’s feelings and 
show you are there for him. 
 

• Affirm your child’s need for your attention. Respond to 
your child’s efforts to talk or share his opinions. Even if it’s out of 
context, or at an inconvenient time, let your child know you hear 
him and want to know more. Give a specific time when you will 
listen more fully, if needed. 
 

• In new experiences, offer support and encouragement 
throughout the process. I f you think it may frustrate your 
child, stay positive and tell him you are there if it gets too hard. 
 

• Keep it short. Share know ledge you have on information 
or subjects that interest your child, but don’t go overboard. 
Remember your 3 to 4-year-old child has an attention span 
ranging from 7-10 minutes on a single task. 
 

• Give lots of hugs. Give non-verbal support through hugs, 
hand gestures and facial expressions. Your child can feel your 
presence and support from just a look. 
When your child feels safe knowing he has your unconditional 
love, his ability to learn will significantly increase.  A child’s 
physical and emotional well-being are closely linked to his ability to 
effectively deal with his own emotions. Create a caring climate to 
help your child feel secure and loved. 
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Gathering Table 
Each day we will do many exciting hands-on activities with your 
children.  Most of the supplies we will need are included in the 
lesson bags inside your Mother Goose Time Curriculum Kits. 
The items that are not included are listed here for our gathering 
table in the reception area.  We welcome your support. 
Straws     Clear Containers 
Cotton balls    Pitcher 
Real flowers    Drums 
Real leaves    2 Paper Plates 
Globe (or ball)    Blue Food Coloring 
Flashlight     2 Clear Soda Bottles 
Colored tape    Duct Tape 
Glitter      Shaving Cream 
Different Sized Round Objects (get creative) 

 
October School Birthdays 
10/5 Christine Batz 
10/8 Aubrey Mangold 
10/9 Anna McCambridge 
10/11 Makenah Rogers 
10/13 Mauricio (Daniel) Gomez-Vasquez 
 
Staff Birthdays 
10/17 Pastor Paul Lutze 
 
Pizza Cards & Lunch Bunch 
Pizza cards are on sale for aftercare kiddos.  The price is $30 and 
is valid for 10 Fridays. 
Lunch Bunch cards are on sale for non-aftercare students.  It 
includes Pizza, Drink, Treat and one hour of care until 1:00 p.m.  
The price is $60 and is valid for 10 Fridays. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
1 
9:30a Worship  
10:30a Special 
Congregation Mtg. 

2 
 
5:30p 12-step FH 
7:00p Boy Scouts 

3 
6:30p Adult Choir  
Rehearsal 
7:30p Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30p 12-steps FH &  
Classroom 

4 
Pastor in office
8:45a Blessing of
 the Animals
 

8 
9:30a Worship  
10:30a Men’s Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
 

9 
9:30a Women’s Love  
Circle 
 
 
5:30p 12-step FH 
7:00p Boy Scouts 

10 
9:00a Picture Day 
6:30p Adult Choir  
Rehearsal 
7:30p Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30p 12-steps FH &  
Classroom 
 

11 
 
10:00a Children
Chapel 
 
 

15 
9:30a Worship 
10:30a Men’s Choir  
Rehearsal 
 

16 
 
No School 
 
5:30p 12-step FH 
7:00p Boy Scouts 

17 
 
6:30p Adult Choir  
Rehearsal 
7:30p Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30p 12-steps FH &  
Classroom 

18 
Pastor in office
10:00a Children
Chapel 
 
7pm Council 
Meeting 

22 
9:30a Worship  
10:30a Men’s Choir  
Rehearsal 

23 
 
 
 
5:30p 12-step FH 
7:00p Boy Scouts 

24 
 
6:30p Adult Choir  
Rehearsal 
7:30p Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30p 12-steps FH &  
Classroom 

25 
Pastor in office
10:00a Children
Chapel 
 
 
 

29 
9:30a Worship  
10:30a Men’s Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30a-11:00a 
Blood Drive 
4:00p Youth Kick-
Off Event 

30 
 
 
 
5:30p 12-step FH 
7:00p Boy Scouts 

31 
9:30a Costume  
Parade 
6:30p Adult Choir  
7:30p Handbell Choir 
7:30p 12-steps FH &  
Classroom 
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Pastor in office 
8:45a Blessing of 
the Animals 

5 
Pastor in office 
 
 
 
7:00p 12-step FH 
 

6 
9:15a Sunday Prep. 
10a Tabitha’s Hand 
(crochet for charity) 

7 
Pastor in office 
by appointment 
 
 
 

10:00a Children’s  
Chapel 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00p 12-step FH 
 

13 
9:15a Sunday Prep. 
10a Tabitha’s Hand 
(crochet for charity) 
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Pastor in office 
10:00a Children’s  
Chapel 

7pm Council  
Meeting 

19 
 
Pastor in office 
 
 
 
7:00p 12-step FH 

20 
 
 
9:15a Sunday Prep. 
10a Tabitha’s Hand 
(crochet for charity) 

21 
 
9:00a Sandwich 
Making 
 
Pastor in office  
by appointment 

Pastor in office 
10:00a Children’s  
Chapel 

26 
 
Pastor in office 
 
 
7:00p 12-step FH 

27 
 
9:15a Sunday Prep. 
10a Tabitha’s Hand 
 

28 
8:00a 14th  
Annual Golf  
Benefit 
12:00p Golf  
Lunch 
Pastor in office 
by appointment 

   

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Mon-Fri   
Preschool: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Early Care/ After Care: 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
 

Pastor & Reps at Synod Assembly 


