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Waiting Well 

Advent gives us a lesson in waiting – and knowing when to act. 

Advent is the church season in which we are invited into the spiritual practice of waiting and in 

discerning the right moment to act. In many ways, waiting runs against the grain of our culture.  

We live in a world that celebrates immediacy—instant answers, instant deliveries, instant 

gratification. Waiting feels inconvenient, even offensive. We often interpret delays as an interruption 

of our plans, a slight against our sense of importance, or a sign that someone, somewhere, is not 

doing their job. At times, of course, frustrations with waiting are understandable and even necessary 

to address. On the other hand, delays in receiving justice, compassion, or basic needs deserve to be 

addressed, and even challenged. 

 

Yet, despite these realities, learning to wait well—regardless of the circumstances—is a spiritual 

discipline that shapes us for the better. Waiting well cultivates emotional resilience by teaching us to 

hold tension without falling apart. It nurtures spiritual vitality by encouraging us to look beyond 

ourselves and trust in God’s timing rather than our own. And it grounds our actions in faith, helping 

us respond from a place of discernment rather than urgency or fear. 

 

During Advent, the Church intentionally places us in this posture of anticipation. We are invited to 

linger in the tension between what is and what will be, to acknowledge the brokenness of the world 

while also holding onto the hope of Christ’s coming. This season does not point us toward inaction or 

apathy. Instead, it calls us into a deeper attentiveness. Advent waiting is not passive; it is purposeful. 

It requires discipline to resist the impulse to rush ahead and the wisdom to recognize the holy work 

unfolding in the meantime. 

 

Throughout this series, we will explore how to wait well—not as people resigned to stagnation, but 

as people shaped by patient hope. We will challenge the assumption that waiting is the same as 

doing nothing. Instead, we will consider waiting that is deliberate, prayerful, and rooted in justice, 



2 

the kind of waiting that prepares our hearts and sharpens our vision. Advent teaches us that 

waiting is not a delay in God’s work but often the very space where God is shaping us for what 

comes next. 

Your More Often Than Not Impatient Pastor,  

Steve 

 
  

WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 
Save the date and invite a friend!   
Nativity Women’s Christmas Party 

Sunday 12/7 at 4pm 
 

Bring an appetizer or dessert to share and a gift )$20) for the gift exchange.   
Please sign up on the clipboard in the Family Room so we know who to expect and what food 
item you’ll be sharing.  We look forward to sharing this time with all of you!  
If able, please bring $5 for our WELCA love offering. 

 

 

POINSETTIAS 

Red poinsettias will be on the altar on the 4th Sunday of Advent.  If you would like to purchase a 
flower, please fill out the form below and put in the offering plates along with your check or cash.  
Remember to list who it is in honor of (living) or in memory of (deceased) and they will be listed 
in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 

        
                              Christmas Flower Order Form 

 
            If you would like to purchase a poinsettia to help decorate our sanctuary, please fill                      

        out this form.  Order deadline:  Sunday, December 14.   Return form & cash or  
        check made out to Nativity, to the church office or place in the offering plate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Name: ___________________________________________ Phone: ________________ 

In honor of ______________________________________________________________    

Or … In memory of _______________________________________________________ 
 
You may pick up your poinsettias after the last Christmas Eve service. 

 
 
             Red poinsettia  

 
 
$ 15.00 

Number desired: 
 
_______ 

Total Cost: 
 
_______ 
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Daniel Mattos is a wide-ranging musician active as a pianist, conductor, composer, 

arranger and church musician. He holds a Bachelor of Music in Piano Performance 

from the Puerto Rico Conservatory of Music and a Master of Music in Choral Conducting 

Performance from Florida State University. 

Mattos has served as a piano adjudicator for the Nevada Music Teachers Association Silver State 

Competition in Las Vegas, and he previously adjudicated the 11th College of Southern Nevada Piano 

Concerto Competition. He has also worked as a music instructor, clinician, pianist, and choral and 

orchestral conductor at institutions including the University of Puerto Rico, Florida State University, 

The Youth Orchestra of Palm Beach County, Masterworks Chorus of the Palm Beaches, Bak Middle 

School of the Arts (as artist in residence), the Puerto Rico Corporation for the Musical Arts, and both 

the undergraduate and preparatory programs of the Puerto Rico Conservatory of Music. 

As a composer, Mattos’s catalog is diverse and includes works for choir, orchestra, piano, chamber 

ensembles, and solo instruments. Notable pieces include his contemporary motet Alleluia for mixed 

choir; Christmas lullaby: Sleep my little baby, Jesus for mixed choir and piano; La ira del boricua en 

tres episodios cortos for piano and percussion ensemble; the Puerto Rican danzas Mis Niñas for 

violin and piano; Encuentro for clarinet and piano; A Christmas Overture and Obertura Ecléctica 

Caribeña for chamber orchestra; and Introitus: Gloria in excelsis Deo for mixed choir, organ, and 

orchestra. His instrumental works include the tangos Spectrum of Passions for clarinet and piano 

and Un Tango Nocturno for solo piano or string ensemble; a contemporary etude in jazz style, The 

Blue Moon, for solo clarinet or soprano saxophone; and The Desert, a set of four-character pieces 

for string quartet. His most recent compositions include Dúo Cuántico for clarinet and oboe and 

Tango No. 3: La diosa luna for piano and voice, featuring his own original text. 

His music has been performed at international festivals in Brazil, France, Cuba, Guatemala, 

Honduras, Puerto Rico, and the United States. 

Several of his works are published by J.W. Pepper Publishing Co. and are available through their 

catalog. 

Internationally, Mattos has appeared as assistant conductor of the Trujillo Symphony Orchestra for 

the IV International Voice Competition and as guest conductor for the VII International Bach 

Festival, both held in Trujillo, Perú. 

Mattos launched his church music career at age 14 at Zion Lutheran Church in Bayamón, Puerto 

Rico. His subsequent appointments include serving as music director at University Lutheran Church 

on the Florida State University campus in Tallahassee, Holy Cross Lutheran Church in West Palm 

Beach, and Ascension Lutheran Church in Boynton Beach. 

NATIVITY WELCOMES DANIEL MATTOS 

We welcome Daniel Mattos to the staff of Nativity as our new music director.   

Please read his bio below. 
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A LOSS IN THE FAMILY 

In the hope made real to us by the resurrection of Jesus, we wish to share with 
you that Nativity member Shonda Mayfield Staudt passed away on Sunday, 
November 30, 2025.  She was 63. 

Shonda was a giver, and continued to give beyond her death.  A transplant team 
recovered her liver and kidneys for others to receive.   

Please remember her husband Steven as well as the Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 
family in your prayers in the days ahead.  A celebration of Shonda’s life service is 
pending.   

 

BEYOND NATIVITY GIVING 
Act Love Walk Christmas Tree. P lease visit the ALW Christmas tree in the 
Family Room to retrieve an ornament (or two). Each ornament has food items listed 
on it for the motel communities we serve. Please also consider writing a note/card of 
hopeful encouragement for our guests, and place in basket under the tree. All food 
items should be shelf-stable and non-expired. You are welcome to keep the ornament 
as a memory of the hope you are giving to our families in need.  
  
GOOD GIFT CATALOG 
This Christmas season support any number of ministries for God’s people through the ELCA’s Good 
Gifts Catalog. From farm animals, to health care, or a motorbike for a pastor in a developing 
country, you can make a positive impact in someone’s life. One Nativity family recently bought a 
family farm ($715), a goat and flock of chicks ($60), and a vegetable garden with a honey bee 
colony! Gifts as small as $10 for ten baby chicks! Use this QR code to check out the online catalog.  
 

CHRISMON ORNAMENT CRAFT 
On Sunday 12/14 following worship, join Amy Winsor to make 2025 Chrismon ornaments for the 
Nativity community. “Chrismon” is a combination of the words “Christ” and “monogram”, meaning 
“symbols of Christ”. Chrismons are gold and white, representing majesty and purity. They also 
represent early Christian symbols, the Bible, and church histories. Last year we made the star the 
wisemen followed. What Chrismon will we make this year? 

GOOD NEWS! 

Living Lutheran’s print magazine is back.  If you are interested in receiving this magazine, subscribe 
at livinglutheran.org/subscribe. 

 

CALL FOR MAGAZINES FOR JANUARY WOW EVENT 

In January, the Women of Worth (WoW) will be creating vision boards.  This is still a couple of 
months away, but our preparation starts now.  Abby Moore invites all WoW members—and any 
congregation members willing to help—to save and donate magazines or other printed materials 
with words and images that can be cut out and used for our boards. Donations may be dropped off 
in the church office in the red bin next to Kari’s desk. 

 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY: THE GIFT OF GOD’S GRACE 
Grace is a core principle of Lutheran theology, and is a gift that seeks to free us from shame, guilt, 
and sin. All of which are alive and well in our world. Let’s gather together following worship for a 
time of biblical study, faith formation, prayer and fellowship around the life-giving grace of Jesus 
Christ. Meets in the last classroom before the breezeway following Sunday worship. Study materials 
will be made available. All are welcome!  
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ACT LOVE WALK 
Read more to learn how to support this ministry… 
 Continue to bring in non-perishable foods for the food pantry. See shopping list page 13. 

 Mark your calendars for 12/6 at 8:30a.m. and/or 12/7 at 10:30a.m. to help serve the food 
insecure guests of our local motel communities. 

 
Act Love Walk is based on the biblical principles of Micah 6:8 ALW is the mission outreach of 
Nativity. From this truck we bring the love of God  to the food insecure, support justice initiatives, 
and create community around ice cream! ! Interested in Act Love Walk? You are encouraged to join 
us at 5:45PM on Tuesdays to plan, strategize and to organize the pantry. Contact Mike Moore 
at mtmoore1313@gmail.com, or Pastor Steve at pastor@pbnativity.comfor more information. 

Food items can be dropped off between 9 and 5PM M-F in the designated space by the church 
office. 

 
 

FALL CLEAN UP 
 
Thank You Fall Clean Up Folks! Many thanks to the Roehls, Roberts, Specks, and Winsor 
families for their organizing, installing, assembling, and gardening following worship on Sunday 
11/9.  
  

Thank You Scout Pack 176!  
On Saturday 11/8 Brent Roberts of Boy Scouts of America troop #176 and a handful of troops 
collected and delivered approximately 400lbs of food to Nativity’s Act Love Walk food pantry. The 
food was collected from the neighborhood homes surrounding Nativity as a part of their annual food 
drive, Scouting for Food.     
 
 

HELP WANTED! SUNDAY SERVERS NEEDED! 
On Sunday morning there are a number of ways in which you can serve your fellow 
Nativity family, and more importantly our guests. Some of the serving positions are, 
Greeter, Fellowship, Children’s Church Teacher or Assistant, and Assisting Minister 
to the pastor. Use this Evite Qr code to sign up: 
 
 

THRIVENT CAUSE KITS 
If you have utilized your Thrivent Action Teams, there is another way to give back! You can have a 
“Thrivent Cause Kit” sent to your home, choosing a water filter or solar lamp kit to help others 
without access to clean water or electricity. The kits come with easy-to-follow assembly directions, 
tools needed and a return-address label/box. You can assemble these kits 
at home, or bring your kit to church so it can be assembled after service 
during fellowship time. You are able to order one Cause Kit each year. If 
you need help ordering your kit, please see Amy Winsor.  
 
 

PRESCHOOL CONTINUES ENROLLMENT 
Our preschool has expanded! This expansion and rejuvenation provides us with the opportunity to 
accept diapered two-year olds.  Tell a friend!  Call 561-622-4998 or  contact pia@pbnativity for 
information. 
 
 

mailto:mtmoore1313@gmail.com
http://pastor@pbnativity.com/
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2025 

 

ACT, LOVE WALK FOOD DELIVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 & 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
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SCOUT PACK 176 FOOD COLLECTION & DONATION TO ACT LOVE WALK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY NOVEMBER 9TH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       

 

                                                        

DORIS KARLIK TELLING MEMBERS 

ABOUT THE DORIS KARLIK 

SCHOLARSHIP FOR GIRLS.  DURING 

WOMEN’S THANKOFFERING SERVICE 

NOVEMBER 16TH, $2,035 WAS 

COLLECTED TO GO TOWARDS THAT 

SCHOLARSHIP. 
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NATIVITY PRESCHOOL THANKSGIVING FEAST 11/19/2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS 



9 

ACT LOVE WALK ORNAMENT TREE OF GIVING 

YOUTH GROUP 
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BIBLE, BITES AND BREW BIBLE STUDY 
Bible Study will meet on Tuesdays from 9:30-10:30. A time of faith, fellowship and the preaching 
text for the coming Sunday.  Everyone is welcome.   

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
Children 4th grade and under are invited to children’s church for biblical 
instruction and fun Sunday mornings. Drop your child off in the last 
classroom on the right before the breezeway as early as 8:50. Join us for 
worship at 9am and then please pick your child up following worship.  If you 
would like to sign up to lead or assist a children’s church, please use the code 
here. 

 

THRIVENT MEMBERS 
If you are a Thrivent member and have not used your Action Team cards, please contact Kari in the  
church office.  You have two a year that can be used for both sandwich making ministries or for a 
fundraiser of your choosing.  Also remember to direct your Thrivent Choice dollars. 
 
 

CHURCH BUILDING REPAIRS  
The code corrections mandated by the city have all been done.  Nativity’s 
building and grounds are almost 63 years old and in constant state of needed 
fixes and updates.  We are currently getting quotes on our roof and you can 
see numerous areas around the living room and sanctuary that leak when it 
rains.   
  
DONATE THROUGH PAYPAL LINK TO THE RIGHT. THANK YOU FOR YOUR LOVE AND 
SUPPORT OF NATIVITY.    
 
 

TAKE HOME SANDWICH MAKING 
We supply the ingredients. You make the sandwiches at home and return them 
to church. We deliver them to the food insecure of our community. Questions? 
Contact Linda Roehl at 561-493-8873. Use QR code to sign up online. Pickup is 
going to be between 11am-4pm the Thursday before a second Saturday.  Drop 
off will be the next day, Friday, between 9am-3:30pm. 
 

GIVING TO NATIVITY 
To explore and give to a specific ministry of Nativity, us the QR codes below to navigate to our 
webpage where you can learn about us and through PayPal.  Thank you, and God bless! 

Church Operations            Preschool                     Community Service & Outreach 
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NATIVITY BLANKET FUNDRAISER 

 
Feel the warmth, and support the ministry of Nativity Church & School by purchasing 
a blanket that features the stained glass above the altar in the sanctuary. The image 
depicts the manger (yellow) set in the midst of a Celtic Cross of Christ 

(blue),  surrounded by four semi-circles (red), one each 
for the four Gospels. Blanket is 60"x70". Makes a great 
gift! Purchase through QR code below and pick up from 
Nativity office M-F between 10AM and 3PM.  Or, 
purchase and pick up on Sunday morning at church. 
Thank you! Minimum suggested donation is $39.   
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DECEMBER PRESCHOOL BIRTHDAYS 

12/7     Jameson Terzier 

12/23     Carys Bryson 

12/30     Mason Adkin 

 

QUICKIE CHURCH PRESCHOOL CHAPEL 

Wednesdays at 8:45 a.m. is our 20-25 minute long Quickie Chapel.  At Quickie Chapel we take a 
story from the bible and interact with it in song, dance and video.  Sing and dance as much or as 
little as you like.  No judgement here!  At chapel, we also learn the Five Respects (Respect God, 
Respect Yourself, Respect Others, Respect Things and Respect Creation).  All are welcome to join us! 



13 

 



14 



15 



16 



17 

Ministries Feeding  
 

ACT, LOVE, WALK (MOBILE FEEDING MINISTRY) 

The food pantry shelves of ALW are in need of restocking. The pantry’s needs can be found on the 
church website, a bulletin insert on Sunday morning, or on the wall in the family room. Items 
purchased for the pantry can be brought to church and put on the wire carts in the Family Room. 
Thank you and God Bless! Would you like to help, and or give to Act Love Walk? Join us on Tuesdays 
at 5:45pm or contact Mike Moore at mtmoore1313@gmail.com, or talk to him at church! God is good!  
 

December needs for Act Love Walk:  

Canned Vegetables       Fruit Cups/Canned Fruit (pop top) 

Canned Beans (pop top)      Canned Soups (pop top) 

Ramen/Pasta/Mac & Cheese     Canned tuna/chicken/meat 

Applesauce/Yogurt Pouches     Peanut Butter/Jelly/Honey 

Instant Rice/Stuffing/Potatoes     Crackers 

Cereal         Oatmeal Variety Packs 

Shelf-Stable/Dry Milk      Ensure/Pediasure 

Shampoo/Conditioner (travel size)    Body Wash/Soap (travel size) 

Toothbrush/Flossers       Toothpaste (travel size) 

Deodorant (travel size)      Socks/Comb/Small Brush   
   

SANDWICH MAKING 
December kits are all claimed. You may go online and sign up for next January through 
May to reserve a kit containing supplies to make 50 sandwiches to go to the homeless.  
Go online to the link below to sign up for one or more of the kits.  Pick up for December 
is the 11th between 11a and 4p.  Then return to Nativity Friday, the 12th between 10a 
and 3p. 
Please sign up today to help feed the homeless and hungry at Signup genius link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A4A72BA7F94-46859274-2ndsaturday or the 
QR code here. 
Thank you to our November sandwich makers:  Gloria Jackson, Barbara Shelley, Andrew Moss, Michael 
Burnham and West and Max Roehl.  Thank you to Linda Roehl for shopping.  Thank you to Thrivent for 
funding our event. 
 
 

 

THIRD MONDAY SANDWICH MAKING 

Our onsite sandwich making ministry will be Monday, December 15th at 9:30am in the church 
reception area where we will prepare approximately 400 
sandwiches to be delivered for the homeless and hungry.   
Please join us if you have an hour to spare.  Plastic gloves 
will be provided. 
 

Thank you to November sandwich makers: John and 
Nancy Steffen, Mary-Ann Spech, Charlie Beiser, Kari 
Donnelly, Pastor Steve and Pia Heiser. Thank you to the 
John and Nancy Steffen for shopping and delivering the 
finished sandwiches to St. George’s.  Thank you to 
Thrivent for funding our ministry.   

 

mailto:mtmoore1313@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday This Month To: 

12/8     BEA GREENALL 

12/22   JOSEPH MOORE 

12/23   CARYS BRYSON 

12/26   ELSIE CANZONERI 

12/27   AUDRA BRYSON 

12/27   CARL ERICKSON 

FOLLOWING LIFE AT NATIVITY 
Keep up with what’s going on at Nativity by following us on Facebook. Search @PBNativity within 
Facebook. Follow us on Instagram at nativitylutheranpbg. 
 

Thank you to all for your continued support! 

Your support and contributions will enable us to meet our goals and improve our 
ability to serve.  Your generous donation will help fund our missions. Donate 
today on our website or by scanning this QR code with your phone: 

 
Website: https://nativitylutheranpbg.com/ 
 

THE GOOD NEWS FROM THE GARDENS PODCAST 
This is the audio of Sunday morning’s scripture and message made available following Sunday’s 
service.  

 
LISTEN! CONVERSATIONS WITH THE COMMUNITY 
Listen! Is an occasional series of conversations with members of Nativity Lutheran.   

Who will we listen to next? Maybe you! Contact Pastor Steve 
at pastor@pbnativity.com before he contacts you! 

Happy Anniversary This Month To: 
 

12/20     STEVE & AMY WINSOR 

12/28     JOHN & NANCY STEFFEN 

12/29     ALAN & NATALIE MACDONAL 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed in our newsletter, please contact the church 
office with your information, 561-622-4998 or kari@pbnativity.com. 

https://nativitylutheranpbg.com/
mailto:pastor@pbnativity.com
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Sunday Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 
 

Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
9:30-10:30a 
Bibles, Bites & 
Brew 
12p Dance 
 
5:45p Act Love 
Walk 
 
7:30p 12-step 

3 
 
8:45a Children’s 
Chapel 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 

6 
 
10:30a Act Love 
Walk Event 

7 
Advent 2 
9a Worship 
10:30a Act Love 
Walk Event 
 
4p Women’s 
Christmas Party 

8 
 
 
 
 

9 
9:30-10:30a 
Bibles, Bites & 
Brew 
No School 
 
5:45p Act Love 
Walk 
6p  Council 
 
7:30p 12-step 

10 
 
8:45a Children’s 
Chapel 

11 
 
11a-3p Pick up 
sandwich kits 
 
 
 

12 
 
10a-3p Return 
sandwich kits 

13 

14 
Advent 3 
9a Worship 
 
11a-1p Youth 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
9:30a Sandwich 
Making 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
9:30-10:30a 
Bibles, Bites & 
Brew 
 
5:45p Act Love 
Walk 
7:30p 12-step 

17 
 
8:45a Children’s 
Chapel 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
6p Preschool 
Christmas 
Program 

19 20 

21 
Advent 4 
9a Worship 
 
 

22 
 

23 
9:30-10:30a 
Bibles, Bites & 
Brew 
 
 
 
7:30p 12-step 

24 
Christmas Eve 
4p Worship 
8p Worship 

25 26 
 

27 

28 
9a Worship 
 

29 30 31    

No School/ Christmas Break 

No School/ Christmas Break 
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Pastor: 
 Pastor Steve Winsor 
 swinsor73@gmail.com 
 (727)542-0287 
      
 
School Director: 
 Pia Heiser 
 pia@pbnativity.com 
 
 
Office Manager: 
 Kari Donnelly 
 kari@pbnativity.com 
 Cell: 561 676-7361 
 
Music Director: 
 Daniel Mattos 
 admattos88@gmail.com 
   
 
Teachers: 
  Judy Novoa 2’s Teacher 
   Theresa Saccone 3’s Teacher 
       Sandra Calle, VPK Teacher 
     Caitlin Morrissey, VPK Co-Teacher 

President:                         Abby Moore 
 214-354-4827 

abigailbmoore@gmail.com 
   
Vice-President:  
                 
 
Treasurer:                  Lakesa Ferguson 

941-623-7127 
lakesa36@gmail.com 

            
 
Secretary:                  Hollond Romaine 

561-267-0543 
hollondann45@gmail.com 

 
Council Members at Large:                                    

Micah Miller 
407-415-7367 

millermicah15@gmail.com 
 

Denise Varlack Joseph 
561-371-3035 

varlack.de@gmail.com 
 
 

Leaders 
Other Church  

Prayer Chain:     Sandy McClellan 
alexandria.mcclellan@gmail.com 
   
Women’s Ministry: Amy Winsor 
winsor97@gmail.com 
Lakesa Ferguson 
lakeksa36@gmail.com 
 
Act, Love, Walk (Mobile Ministry): 
Michael Moore  
mtmoore1313@gmail.com 
 
Take Home Sandwich Making: 
Linda Roehl   lindaroehl411@gmail.com 
 
3rd Monday Sandwich Making: 
John & Nancy Steffen  
nancysteffen7@gmail.com 
 

NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  
4075 HOLLY DRIVE 

PALM BEACH GARDENS,   FL   33410 
561-622-4998 
Pbnativity.com 

God’s work... 

...Our hands 


