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CULTURE CORNER 

CAPTAIN KATARINA 

BY CHRISTINE WEBSTER EVANS 

   We might be prone to wonder how a 
young woman from Sweden, 4,090 miles 
from Deal Island, became the Captain of the 
Helen Virginia in the 55th Annual Skipjack 
Race and came in 1st place with an all- 
female crew! (Some questioned the down-
low of Captain Stoney Whitelock, who was 
merely a good luck charm, yep). I know that 
I was curious, wanting to learn what 
circumstances brought Katarina to our 
island and why? 
   This is truly a delightful story to write. 
Many don’t believe in destiny or luck, but 
then again, those same folks find it hard to 
believe in anything. But not me. Her story is 
an amazing tale of adventure, 
determination and a strong will to pick up 
and move forward to whatever life 
demanded of her. This is her story. 
   According to google, the name Katarina 
“implies a gentle yet assertive demeanor 
that cannot be intimidated”. Her parents, 
Gunner and Brigit Ennerfelt, could not have 
selected a more appropriate name for their 
only girl. 

   Katarina was born in Sodertalje, Sweden, 
which is bordered on the North by the third 
largest lake in Sweden, Lake Malaren. The 
South border is the Baltic Sea. These bodies 
of water are connected by the 14-mile 
Sodertalje Canal. 
   She was fortunate in a way to have two 
brothers; Johan was the oldest, Christian 
was the youngest which placed Katarina in 
the middle. I think this is where she learned 
survival tactics! (Believe me, I know since I 
had 3 brothers. One toughens or sinks)! 
   I learned these details when I had a 
private interview with Katarina. We didn’t 
even know one another but she found time 
to visit me in Ocean City, Md. She was petite 
with shimmering brown eyes. I was so 
fascinated by her, that I fed her cold pizza 
with the microwave staring at me, but she 
didn’t complain. She filled me in on her 
childhood days, which will explain how she 
became a great sailor! (I don’t even recall if 
she had an accent) 
   Katarina told me that she had been sailing 
since the age of 5. Her parents thought that 
this would be a great family time and they 
eventually bought a small sailing vessel. 
(small when compared to a Skipjack, a 
vessel that Katarina was yet to see). The 
family of five spent weeks at a time huddled 
in the ship, joined a sailing club and had 
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sailor training with competitions. In the 
summer, they sailed with other families and 
made lots of friends. Docking in a marina to 
“stock up” was a treat. 
   Their summers were all about sailing, and 
Katarina didn’t necessarily agree with her 
parents that the sailing was a great family 
time. They spent their days reading or 
napping and anchored at night near an 
island! But all this sailing was creating a 
valuable skill in a young girl who would one 
day sail a large Skipjack! 
   When her teen years approached, she 
admits to some rebellion on her part! It 
became such an issue that she quit school, 
left home, got a job and rented a place to 
live. Her job was a mechanic inspector at a 
local machine shop. She also became a toy 
store manager, and later she worked for an 
Ikea furniture store. Sometime later on, she 
decided to go to college and get a degree in 
a Masters of Engineering. This was also in 
the plan for her life journey. Her Dad was 
an engineer at that time, running the family 
business (Toroid Corporations) with a dream 
of moving the business to the U.S. which he 
eventually did along with her brother 
Christian. 
   In the meantime, Katarina married and 
had a daughter, Filippa. The marriage was 
failing as was her parents’ marriage, leaving 
Katarina wondering what to do with her life. 
The plan was already unfolding. 
   Katarina was close to her dad. He had 
been in the U.S. for a few years and was 
thinking of retiring. He asked her to join him 
and help with the transition. Even though 
she didn’t feel qualified, she and Filippa 
flew to the U.S. and settled in Bowie, Md. 
Later, Christian moved the business to 
Salisbury, Md. Katarina and Filippa followed 
and she bought a home in Hebron, Md. 
   Then a nagging restlessness presented 
itself. Katarina was homesick for sailing and 

there was no water. Some friends in Hebron 
told her about a Captain in Deal Island, Md 
who owned a Skipjack, named the Kathryn, 
and took out friends sailing on Sunday. The 
Captain was Stoney Whitelock. Katarina 
became infatuated with Skipjacks and 
envisioned herself sailing on these huge 
vessels. Even though she was CEO of two 
businesses, she made time for sailing each 
Sunday! 
   And that my readers, is how the Swedish 
sailing Princess (the title I gave her) came to 
the island. I am sure you are wondering 
how she became part owner of the Helen 
Virginia and I am trying to get to that, really! 
   She and Stoney were sailing friends. He 
taught her about Skipjack sailing and she 
shared her experiences with sailing. They 
were a good match and dated off and on. 
One day they visited Cambridge, Md and 
Katarina saw the rotting hull of the Helen 
Virginia. Katarina wanted to restore her 
from Davey Jones Locker. With some 
patchwork, they got her to Scott’s Cove 

Marina in Chance, Md.    
She was almost 
restored and Katarina 
always had ideas. She 
wanted to Captain the 
Helen Virginia, race 
her, and find an all-
female crew. This 
would be another 

dream come true. 
   In 54 years of male crew Skipjack races, it 
was a man’s game soon to change. The 55th 
race in 2014, became history and Katarina 
with her all-female crew made it happen! 
   A few of the women, nicknamed the 
Divas, worked out in Captain Stoney’s out 
building. Dawn Whitelock knew of 
Katarina’s dream and asked if any of the 
ladies were interested in becoming part of 
the women’s Skipjack crew and they all 
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were. However, two problems arose: would 
the Helen Virginia be ready to race in time 
and could Katarina teach a small group of 

women, some with no 
sailing experience at all 
with some who had 
never been on a 
Skipjack, but who had a 
strong desire? With the 
wings of destiny, the 

dream became reality! The 55th Skipjack 
Race would be history. 
   The crew had assigned jobs and the list of 
names are not in the order of importance, 
but their Skipjack experience is included. 
Carrie Webster Day, had never sailed a 
Skipjack but was assigned to work the jib 
with April Hall. Melissa Bailey-Descoteaux 
being an avid sailor was the first mate. She 
was also the owner of Bailey Jewelers in 
Princess Anne, Md and had donated jewelry 
to the races for 20 years. Her company gave 
a handmade Skipjack charm to the first 
place winner of the race each year. Josie 

Bailey 
Brown was 
handling 
the main 
sail with 
April 
Benton. 
Josie had no 

experience on a Skipjack. Sarah Patterson 
Gleason was to be the eyes looking for 
obstacles not seen by the Captain and was 
the back-up for the jib sheet also helping 
with the main sail. She had no experience 
on a Skipjack. Eileen Cross and Elizabeth’s 
job was to raise and lower the main sail and 
maintaining the center board. Eileen had 
sailing experience. She also was the owner 
of the Kayak Rental/ Tour business in 
Chance, Md! April Benton also handled the 
main sail with Josie. April had never been 

on a Skipjack. April Hall worked the jib with 
Carrie. April had never sailed on a Skipjack. 
Elizabeth Weglein was the co-Captain. 
Elizabeth had experience as she had sailed 
internationally on the “tall ship” and is a 
member of Sail Baltimore. She had sailed 
from Norway to Iceland and Scotland! 
   And of course, the 
brains of the ship 
was Captain 
Katarina! And since 
Captain Stoney 
Whitelock is not a 
female, we can’t 
count him in the numbers. Some may argue 
that thinking! 
   Since several of the crew had no sailing 
experience and a few had never been on a 
Skipjack, so you can see that there was 
work to be done. Katarina became a 
teacher, encourager, and leader. There was 
little time to practice, (two months) and 
many of the crew had families, and with 
understanding husbands they continued to 
work hard to learn everything they could to 
get ready to sail. 
   The crew learned 
the Skipjack logos- 
jib, bow, stern, 
first mate, boom, 
main sail, and center 
board with the 
knowledge of how these parts came 
together to sail the ship. These were the 
least of the many rules of sailing.  
   That day in September at Deal Island, the 
winds were not great, but the days of the 
races had historically been calm days, so 
calm that the ships barely moved. The 
excitement on the Helen Virginia was  
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beyond imaginable. The 
women were ready to 
win a race. There were 
quiet times and times of 
chatter. In my book 
about the race, Josie 

described those last few moments when 
hearts were pounding with huge eyes 
glaring across the Sound. 
   As they caught up to the other Skipjacks, 
the Ida May and the Nathan of Dorchester, 
who had experienced Captains and had won 
many races, Katarina had the crew put the 
sails down and let them pass. Winning 
began to seem only a dream. Then Katarina 

had them put the 
sails back up and 
they sailed a 
different course away 
from the other 
Skipjacks, which was 
Katarina’s strategy. 
One never knows 

what goes on in the mind of a Captain. 
Perhaps the wise words of Charlie Brown 
apply here: “winning isn’t everything but 
losing isn’t anything”! 
   When they rounded the buoy, the Ida May 
was so close that Josie felt like the boom 
was near her forehead! The race was 
coming down to seconds, but then a puff of 
wind caught in the sails of the Helen 
Virginia and she edged across the finish line, 
BOOM. And just like that the race was won! 
There was electricity on the ship, hugs and 

high-fives, tears of joy and tears of relief! 

The impossible had happened thanks to the 
Master of the Wind and a young woman 
who knew all about sailing and even 
winning with a determined crew that gave 
all they had. A crew that wanted Katarina to 
be proud of them for what they had learned 
and how hard they had worked. It was all 
simply magical! It was destiny and many 
thanks to the Master of the Wind. 
   The historical Skipjack race would go 

down in history. 
Katerina is officially a 
down-homer! 
 
Credits for photos are 
as follows: I made 
copies from my book, 

Saved from Davey Jones Locker, photos by 
Christian Ennerfelt and Tara Evanusa. The 
clearest photos are by Jay Cathell, Get a 
Shot of This. Thanks Jay! 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AARP TRIPS 

 
Upper Somerset AARP presents  
Miracle on 34th Street                                                              
December 13, 2023 

Cost is $132, 
due when 
you sign up. 
Checks are 
not 
deposited 
until trip is 
confirmed. 
The cost 
includes the 

2023 Christmas show at Toby’s Dinner 
Theatre in Columbia, MD, bus 
transportation, buffet lunch and driver tip. 
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Pick up at Ollie’s in Salisbury at 7:30am. 
Expected return approx. 6 pm.  
All checks payable to Upper Somerset 
AARP. Mail to Sharon Malone 13371 Oyster 
House RD, Princess Anne, MD 21853. 
Questions? Call Sharon Malone 410-621-
0091 H or 410-726-1049 C.        
swmalone@comcast.net 
 
The next trip is to Savannah, Jekyll Island 
and Beaufort, South Carolina. This is $790 
per person for double occupancy, April 1-6, 
2024. Cost includes transportation, lodging, 
and guided tours. $100 deposit will save 
you a seat. For more information, go to 
www.GroupTrips.com/uppersomersetaarp 
 

SKIPJACK FESTIVAL CHILDREN’S 
ACTIVITIES 

 
Planning for the Children’s Activities Tent at 
the 2023 Skipjack Festival is underway!! 
The Sea Glass Lanterns were extremely 
popular and we hope to make them again! 
We used the equivalent of two 5-gallon 
buckets last year, so we have a lot of 
gathering to do!! We are also looking for 
donations of: pint size jars with lids 
(decorative or canning), picture frames 
(with or without glass) no bigger than 8x10, 
arts and craft leftover embellishments 
(gems, wiggly eyes, beads, sequins, etc.), 
scrapbook paper, and seashells. If you have 
sea glass or any of the other listed items to 
donate, please contact Carrie Day to 
schedule pick-up or drop-off. Locals, please 
feel free to leave on her porch if it’s easier! 
Children’s Activities will again be FREE 
during the Festival, and they will be 
available on both Sunday and Monday.  
 

                                                
 

SKIPJACK RUN 10TH ANNIVERSARY  

 
September 9, 2023 7:30am 5K or 10K 
 
Professional chip timing by TCR Event 
Management. 100% of proceeds support 
Deal Island Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
on Thanksgiving Day. Awesome 
refreshments (got chocolate milk?), raffles 
& unique trophies. Race day registration. 
Simultaneous start for 5K and 10K. Overall 
Male + Female / Masters Male + Female 
(over 40) / Age Groups (Male + Female). 
Long sleeve cotton-feel Tech Tee - first 100 
registrations. Multiple water stops. 
Walkers, jogging strollers & well-mannered 
canines with leashes welcome. No rain date 
or refunds. EMT assistance available. See 
you there! Online registration:  
https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/DealIslan
d/SkipjackRunDealIsland 

DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 

   
The Deal Island-Chance Lions Club assists in 
the provision of medical equipment to 
members of our community as needed and 
requested. All equipment is collected via 
donation. This service helps relieve the 
financial burden this type of purchase can 
bring.  
 

mailto:swmalone@comcast.net
http://www.grouptrips.com/uppersomersetaarp
https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/DealIsland/SkipjackRunDealIsland
https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/DealIsland/SkipjackRunDealIsland


August 2023  Volume 2, Issue 8 

 6 

Donations are always accepted of items 
such as: wheelchairs, rollators and walkers, 
shower chairs and tub transfer benches, 
hospital beds, bedside commodes, 
wheelchair ramps, etc. 
 
Please contact Roy Ford at 410-422-0339 if 
you have a request for assistance or if you 
have any medical equipment to donate. 
 

YARD SALE 

 
St. John's Indoor Yard Sale  
Saturday, August 5th from 7:30 am to 2 pm 
Hot dogs, chips and baked goods 
Lots of bargains to be had! Donations of 
gently used and/or new items accepted. 
 
Donations (clothes, shoes, 
household goods, shoes, small furniture, 
toys, etc.) are accepted on an ongoing basis 
by St. John's Church to sell at the monthly 
Indoor Yard Sale.  
 
With the community-wide Labor Day 
weekend yard sales coming soon, please 
note they would be happy to get your yard 
sale leftovers as well!! Please contact 
Shelley Webster at 443-944-4446, Lana 
Jones at 410-603-2936 or Dana Seiler at 
410-430-4965 to schedule a pick-up or 
drop-off of donations. 

CHURCH SERVICES SUMMER SCHEDULE 

 
Aug. 6,  Church by the Bay (DI Harbor) 
Aug. 13-27,  St. Paul’s at Wenona. All 
service times are 10 am with Sunday School 
each Sunday during worship service. 
 
 

LADIES WALKING GROUP 

 
Ladies of Deal Island interested in 
participating in a morning walking group, 
contact Cindy Anderson at 410-422-6881, 
clwanderson1960@outlook.com 
 

 

CHRISTMAS STORY COLLECTION 

 
Christmas is meaningful to many of us and 
we would like to invite you to share the 
very best of your Christmas memories with 
us! We hope to showcase those memories 
in the December edition of Skipjack 
Community News. 
 
"And her memories of Christmas, how in 
those years, the tree was put up on the 
24th. Young children only saw the 
decorated tree on Christmas morning, 
never before, all part of the magic of the 
celebration. And always an angel on the top 
of the tree. Everybody came to the house to 
celebrate and everyone had a good 
time."...Alverda Hoffman 
 
You can email your favorite memories 
to skipjackcommunitynews@gmail.com, put 
pen to paper and share your favorites in 
writing or simply call Carrie Day at 443-614-
9926. Pictures would be a plus. 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

mailto:clwanderson1960@outlook.com
mailto:skipjackcommunitynews@gmail.com
https://ktquesttofitness.blogspot.com/2013/02/nike-free-50-v4-womens-running-shoe.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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GIRLS ON THE RUN 

 
Deal Island Elementary School is looking to 
bring the Girls on the Run program to 3rd- 
5th grade girls. The afterschool group would 
meet twice a week to work on a variety of 
topics including exercise. At the end of the 
20-week session, the girls and volunteer 
coaches participate in a celebratory 5K 
walk/run/skip/hop to celebrate their 
achievements. This United Way program 
provides all of the lessons and materials. 
There is a session offered in the fall and late 
winter/early spring. Volunteers are needed 
to bring this program to our community. If 
interested, please contact Ashley Walter, 
Principal at awalters@somerset.k12.md.us 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
 

mailto:awalters@somerset.k12.md.us
http://www.flickr.com/photos/gpforeducation/8371397802/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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COMMUNITY PHOTOS 

 

GARDEN STATUE WORKSHOP 
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SENIOR BINGO 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 

 
 
               
 

8/1, 8, 15, 22,  4:30-6 pm Free Food Program at Pure Word Bible Church, Princess Anne 
8/5, 7:30 am-2 pm Yard Sale at St. John’s Church 
8/5, 6 pm Deal Island Pageant at Deal Island Elementary School 
8/9, 12-2 pm Maryland Food Bank at DI/Chance Fire Dept. 
8/7-8/10,  6 pm-8 pm Vacation Bible School at Rock Creek Church 
8/12, 10 am-1pm Beginning Stained Glass Workshop at St. John’s Church (full) 
8/16, 9/13,  11 am-2 pm Vegetable Drive Through at DI/Chance Fire Dept. 
8/26, 7 am-10 am Fire Department Auxiliary Breakfast 
8/26, 10 am-1 pm Flower Pounding Workshop 
9/3-9/4 Skipjack Festival (see full schedule on flyer on page 10) 
9/9, 7:30 am 10th Anniversary Skipjack Run 
9/9, 7:00 am Skipjack Bike Tour 
9/10-9/16 Somerset AARP trip to Vermont 
9/15, 5:30-8:30 pm Jewelry Workshop 
9/16, 2-5 pm Senior BBQ and Crab Feast at Redeemer’s Purchase Church 
9/30, 10 am-1 pm Jewelry Workshop 
10/21, 9 am- 4 pm Skipjack Heritage Day at the Skipjack Museum 
10/21, 10 am-1 pm Driftwood Gnome Workshop 
11/11, 10 am- 1 pm Christmas Cookie Decorating Workshop 
11/11 3 pm-5 pm Fall/ Christmas Soap Making Workshop 
11/25 Miracle of Christmas Lancaster bus trip 
12/8, 6 pm-9 pm Sea Glass Christmas Tree Workshop  
12/9, 10 am-1 pm Sea Glass Christmas Tree Workshop 
12/13 Somerset AARP trip to Toby’s Dinner Theater in Columbia, MD 
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