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CULTURE CORNER 

CAPTAIN STONEY WHITELOCK: A 
WATERMAN’S BLOOD             

BY CHRISTINE WEBSTER EVANS 

    
   Have you ever wondered what flows in 
the blood of a waterman? They face 
challenges that we could never imagine; 
unpredictable weather, seasons of 
shortages of crabs or oysters, and expensive 
upkeep on their Skipjack, just to name a 
few. And yet, they remain a waterman. 
Maybe this is genetic, but for sure, we don’t 
all have the gene. Dredging (drudgin, a word 
that describes the work best) is not for the 
faint of heart. 
   This article will focus on Captain Stoney 

Whitelock, who came 
from a long line of 
watermen, five 
generations according 
to Stoney. Becoming a 
waterman would 
become his destiny, 
after all, he had 
waterman’s blood 
flowing in his veins. 

Only a few have it and only a few can keep 
that blood flowing. 
   Stoney (Harold) Whitelock is an island boy, 
a purebred you could say. He was raised by 
his grandparents, Lottie and Charlie 
Whitelock, back in the day when church was 
a must and Sunday School as well, not to 
mention the fact that most of the Island 
attended. Church attendance was expected 
of the islanders. He remembers his Sunday 
School teacher, Floris Willing Anderson. He 
recalls as a teen, straying away from the 
teachings, but he did not fully depart from 
what he was taught. Childhood teachings 

tend to penetrate 
one’s mind and 
stick like glue. 
  His Dad, Charles 
Whitelock, was a 
waterman on a 
Skipjack named 
the Tolly. His Dad 

later worked for Tidewater Fisheries. We 
presume the hard work became too much 
for him. Stoney did not like school and sadly 
he quit before graduating, rendering him 
with no income and finding him searching 
for work. Work was hard to find on the 
island, unless one worked on the water, 
which is something Stoney said he would 
never do, but can you fight destiny? He 
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gained a variety of Skipjack experiences by 
working with Captain Jesse Thomas on the 
Sea Gull; with Captain Clifton Webster on 
the H.M.Krentz and later Captain Ted 
Webster; with Captain Clyde Webster on the 
Susan May and later; with Captain Clifton 
Benton, and Captain Paul “Junior” Benton 
on the Geneva 
May. 
   The variety of 
experiences was 
invaluable. These 
were the hard 
days when the 
Skipjacks left for 
“up the Bay” in 
November, 
returning on Christmas Eve. These were 
times of bitter cold winters and dangerous 
floating icy waters. Unfortunately, being a 
waterman, left him wide open for the draft. 
He enlisted in the Navy in December 1966 
on his birthday, no less, and was deployed 
to Vietnam from October 1967 until 
October 1968. He came to realize during 
that time that being a waterman was not so 
bad after all. (Those were the exact words 
from my Dad in his journal from WWII 
during the cold winter in Germany). 
   After Vietnam, he married his sweetheart 
and Stoney worked as a waterman. 
Following a failed marriage and the hard 
work of a waterman that didn’t agree with 
Stoney, he made a hard decision by working 
for the Power Line construction that had on 
the job training. This job proved to be 
destiny again and later allowed Stoney to 
start his own business called The Rock Creek 
Line Construction. In later years, he had a 
son named David, who helped him 
in the business, but David had waterman 
blood in him and his love of Skipjacks and 
the water sent David in a different direction 

towards a job he loved, living the life of a 
waterman. 
   Stoney worked his 
business alone, later 
becoming involved 
with the Deal Island-
Chance Lions Club, 
where he was the 
President several 
times. He was involved 

in the annual Skipjack Races for more than 
12 years. His latest adventure is being on 
the Board of Trustees for the Skipjack 
Heritage Inc., which is the Skipjack Museum 
located in Chance Md, a place filled with the 
island history that has been rescued and 
rebuilt by many folks. We will take a look at 
these devoted people in another article. 

   Stoney recalls a time 
when only 3 Skipjacks 
were entered in the 
annual race and he 
was given the job of 
contacting various 
Captains to encourage 
them to race their 

Skipjacks on Labor Day. He sent letters and 
also visited some of the captains. One year 
he visited Captain Dize, the owner of the 
Kathyrn. He explained to Stoney that his 
crabbing business took so much of his 
time and energy and more importantly, the 
races were during his busiest times and 
entering the Kathyrn was not his priority! 
   During that visit, he saw the Kathyrn 
floating in the waters at Tilghman’s Island 
and it was in serious need of repairs. It must 
have been love at first sight, since he 
couldn’t get her out of his mind, but she 
would be a huge investment. He sold his 
Power Line Business around this time. 
He went back to visit Captain Dize to see if 
he would be willing to have a crew come to 
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restore his Beauty. Then the big surprise, 
Captain Dize was thinking of selling her. 
   Stoney came home that day looking like a 
lovesick puppy with a gleam in his eye. He 
wanted that Skipjack. His son encouraged 
him to go for it. It was a major endeavor 
and Stoney wasn’t sure what to do. Stoney 
went to the one place he knew to go for 
answers, the cemetery, where his Dad and 
Pop were buried. It was a quiet place where 
one could think, where he could feel the 
presence of the two men he loved and 
missed. Stoney leaned on his Dad’s 
headstone, as if he would get answers. And 
as he did, an inaudible phrase came to him, 
“You ain’t going to get anything but a 
headstone just like the one you are leaning 
on”. Stoney felt that this was the go ahead 
to purchase his love, the Kathryn! Yep, the 
waterman’s blood was flowing hot. 

   Stoney took his friend 
Eldon Willing III to get a 
second opinion on the 
ship. He returned to 
Captain Dize to make an 
offer and to further 
examine the repairs. The 
offer was made and due 
to the much-needed 

repairs, Captain Dize lowered his price. 
Stoney was beyond excited. 
   The Kathryn was hauled onto the railway 
at Tilghman’s Island where she received a 
few repairs, enough to get her home and to 
enter her in the annual Skipjack Race of 
2008. She got caught on crab pots and 
Stoney thought she came in last. This did 
not discourage him. He used her to take 
friends out on Sundays, but eventually the 
Kathryn became a working boat. 
   In the race of 2011, the Kathyrn hit a 
marker, Buoy #16 in a crowded race with 
crabbing boats everywhere. The crew didn’t 
notice right away, but she started taking in 

water. The DNR was called to have her 
towed into the harbor. David, his son, 
responded as well in his crabbing boat, 
the Harvey William. She was saved from 

Davy Jones 
Locker. 
   Stoney says 
he had 26 
passengers 
aboard that 
day and 

recalls one passenger in particular, a 90- 
year old lady, named Irene. She wrote him a 
letter, telling him that day was the most 
excitement she had in years! Imagine that? 
   The Kathryn was towed to Scott’s Cove 
Marina, “the ditch”, and picked up by a 200- 
ton crane, then set on blocks for repairs 
which would take years. She would 
someday be a working boat. She was not 
lost or dying of rot, she was indeed saved 
from Davy Jones Locker again! Many in 
the community helped in the repairs of the 
Kathyrn. 
   According to Robert Shores, he can’t recall 
anyone so dedicated to Skipjack 
restorations on this side of the Bay Bridge, 
as Captain Stoney Whitelock. Not including 
the Kathryn, Stoney has restored 4 other 
vessels; the Minnie V, the Helen Virginia, 
Han Em Harv, (previously Anna McGarvey) 
and the deck of the Hilda Willing which was 
a partial restoration. Stoney believed in the 
maximum lifetime of a Skipjack, and many 
were over a hundred years old. He fiber 
glassed the Han Em Harv, what a beauty, 
that required lots of work, time and 
expense! 
   Captain Stoney is President of the Board 
of the Skipjack Heritage, Inc. and has been 
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for at least 5 years now. He is a Jack of all 
trades. 
   Stoney’s heart 
had room for 
another love, the 
Kathyrn along with 
the other 

mentioned Skipjacks brought him closure 
but only Katarina could help fill a void! 
Stoney found that he was in love with 
Captain Katarina Ennerfelt. They married 
after a long relationship, as Stoney was a 
patient man, and finally they became one. 
He was blessed with grandchildren from 

Katarina’s daughter, Filippa,  
and from his son, David.                        
   Stoney is most definitely a 
pillar of his community. He is 
reliable and works hard every 
day. I consider his work 

efforts undeniably one of the community’s 
best. I have known Stoney as long as I can 
remember and I am so proud of the man he 

has become. 
   I just admire 
Stoney and  
Katarina, no, I love 
them!!  
 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AARP TRIP 

 
Upper Somerset AARP presents a trip to 
Savannah, Jekyll Island and Beaufort, South 
Carolina. This is $790 per person for double 
occupancy, April 1-6, 2024. Cost includes 
transportation, lodging, and guided tours. 
$100 deposit will save you a seat. For more 
information, go to 
www.GroupTrips.com/uppersomersetaarp                               

SKIPJACK RUN 10TH ANNIVERSARY  

 
September 9, 2023 7:30am 5K or 10K 
Professional chip timing by TCR Event 
Management. 100% of proceeds support 
Deal Island Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner. Awesome refreshments, raffles & 
unique trophies. Race day registration. 
Simultaneous start for 5K and 10K. Overall 
Male + Female / Masters Male + Female 
(over 40) / Age Groups (Male + Female). 
Long sleeve cotton-feel Tech Tee - first 100 
registrations. Multiple water stops. 
Walkers, jogging strollers & well-mannered 
canines with leashes welcome. No rain date 
or refunds. EMT assistance available. See 
you there! Online registration:  
https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/DealIslan
d/SkipjackRunDealIsland 

 

DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 

   
The Deal Island-Chance Lions Club assists in 
the provision of medical equipment to 
members of our community as needed and 
requested. All equipment is collected via 
donation. This service helps relieve the 
financial burden this type of purchase can 
bring. Donations are always accepted of 
items such as: wheelchairs, rollators and 
walkers, shower chairs and tub transfer 
benches, hospital beds, bedside commodes, 
wheelchair ramps, etc. 
Please contact Roy Ford at 410-422-0339 if 
you have a request for assistance or if you 
have any medical equipment to donate. 

http://www.grouptrips.com/uppersomersetaarp
https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/DealIsland/SkipjackRunDealIsland
https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/DealIsland/SkipjackRunDealIsland
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LADIES WALKING GROUP 

 
Ladies of Deal Island interested in 
participating in a morning walking group, 
contact Cindy Anderson at 410-422-6881, 
clwanderson1960@outlook.com 
 

 

CHRISTMAS STORY COLLECTION 

 
Christmas is meaningful to many of us and 
we would like to invite you to share the 
very best of your Christmas memories with 
us! We hope to showcase those memories 
in the December edition of Skipjack 
Community News. 
 
"And her memories of Christmas, how in 
those years, the tree was put up on the 
24th. Young children only saw the 
decorated tree on Christmas morning, 
never before, all part of the magic of the 
celebration. And always an angel on the top 
of the tree. Everybody came to the house to 
celebrate and everyone had a good 
time."...Alverda Hoffman 
 
You can email your favorite memories 
to skipjackcommunitynews@gmail.com, put 
pen to paper and share your favorites in 
writing or simply call Carrie Day at 443-614-
9926. Pictures would be a plus. 
 

GIRLS ON THE RUN 

 
Deal Island Elementary School is looking to 
bring the Girls on the Run program to 3rd- 
5th grade girls. The afterschool group would 
meet twice a week to work on a variety of 
topics including exercise. At the end of the 
20-week session, the girls and volunteer 
coaches participate in a celebratory 5K 
walk/run/skip/hop to celebrate their 
achievements. This United Way program 
provides all of the lessons and materials. 
There is a session offered in the fall and late 
winter/early spring. Volunteers are needed 
to bring this program to our community. If 
interested, please contact Ashley Walter, 
Principal at awalters@somerset.k12.md.us 
  

 

HOLIDAY ORNAMENT SALE 

  
The Deal Island-Chance Lions Club is excited 
to share that the 2nd ornament in the 
Home of the Skipjacks series will be 
available to purchase at the Skipjack 
Festival. The 2023 ornament features St. 
John’s Methodist Church. 275 ornaments 
will be on hand for $25 each, cash or check, 
at the Ticket Raffle tent on Sunday or the 
Silent Auction tent on Monday. 

                       

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
 

mailto:clwanderson1960@outlook.com
mailto:skipjackcommunitynews@gmail.com
mailto:awalters@somerset.k12.md.us
https://ktquesttofitness.blogspot.com/2013/02/nike-free-50-v4-womens-running-shoe.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/gpforeducation/8371397802/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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COMMUNITY PHOTOS 

STAINED GLASS WORKSHOP  
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FLOWER POUNDING WORKSHOP 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 

 
 
Deal Island School would like to thank the Deal Island Community for donating school supplies 
to their classrooms. The staff was so appreciative! 
 

    
 

9/1, 9/2, 7 am – 3 pm Yard Sale at St. John’s Church 
9/1, 9/2, 7 am- 3 pm Yard Sale at Rock Creek Church 
9/1, 10 am-3pm Church of God annual food sale (oyster fritters, crab cakes,etc.) 
9/2, 7 am-3 pm Church of God annual food sale 
9/3-9/4 Skipjack Festival (see full schedule on flyer on page 8) 
9/9, 7:30 am 10th Anniversary Skipjack Run 
9/9, 7:00 am Skipjack Bike Tour 
9/13, 11 am-2 pm Free Vegetable Drive Thru at Deal Island-Chance Fire Dept. 
9/15, 5:30-8:30 pm Earring Making Workshop at Rock Creek Church 
9/16, 2-5 pm Senior BBQ and Crab Feast at Redeemer’s Purchase Church 
9/30, 7 am-10 am Auxiliary Fire Department Breakfast 
9/30, 10 am-1 pm Earring Making Workshop at Rock Creek Church 
10/7, 5:00 pm Senior Bingo at Fire Department, doors open at 4:30 pm 
10/21, 9 am- 4 pm Skipjack Heritage Day at the Skipjack Museum 
10/21, 10 am-1 pm Driftwood Snowman Workshop 
11/11, 8 am-1 pm Auxiliary Fire Department Holiday Bazaar 
11/11, 10 am- 1 pm Christmas Cookie Decorating Workshop 
11/11 3 pm-5 pm Fall/ Christmas Soap Making Workshop 
11/23, 2 pm- 4 pm Community Thanksgiving Dinner- Deal Island-Chance Fire Dept. 
11/25 Miracle of Christmas Lancaster bus trip 
12/8, 6 pm-9 pm Sea Glass Christmas Tree Workshop  
12/9, 10 am-1 pm Sea Glass Christmas Tree Workshop 
12/13 Somerset AARP trip to Toby’s Dinner Theater in Columbia, MD 
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