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April 21, 2022

Honorable Jennings Jones, District Attorney General
320 W. Main Street, Suite 100
Murfreesboro, TN  37130

Hello District Attorney Jones,

I, the undersigned, am writing to you today as a member of the Family Court
Anti-Corruption Coalition (FCACC), a network of advocates dedicated to investigating
and ensuring the honesty and integrity of family and juvenile courts everywhere. As a
career prosecutor, with multiple decades of experience in handling criminal cases of all
types, and being President of the Board of the Child Advocacy Center (CAC) of Cannon
and Rutherford Counties, we would like to bring a specific case to your attention.

This is our third communication regarding Juvenile Dependency Case # TC-459
involving three young children in Rutherford County, TN who have been continually
ordered back into the custody of their abusive father, despite over 25 reports of sexual
and excessive alcohol abuse over the past four years.  As of December 6, 2021 new
allegations were investigated by the Department of Children's Services (DCS), and a
petition for dependency and neglect was filed in the Juvenile Court.

We are writing to you because we are concerned about how this case has been
handled by your office up until now.  We were informed that on the first Wednesday of
every month, a team of designated personnel representing your office, a detective from
the special victims unit, DCS, the Guidance Center, and the CAC meets to determine
the next steps for cases that have been investigated and for which a forensic interview
has been performed during the previous month.  We assume that you, or someone from
your office attended all of the monthly meetings involving all four of the forensic
interviews of these children over the past four years. We are alarmed and dumbfounded
that your office is fully aware that since a petition was filed regarding these most recent
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charges, that these children are still forced to have visitation with their abuser,
albeit supervised by paternal grandmother who the children have also previously
reported sexual abuse by!

We have never heard of a case where the accusations of child sexual abuse have
been found to be probable in a DCS investigation and yet the children are still
placed in the hands of a sexual predator.

Additional concerns involve the investigation of this case assigned to Detective Kelvin
Jones with the Murfreesboro Police Department.  When Detective Jones performs his
investigation, he no doubt will find that this is not the first time Father has been the
subject of an investigation with the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Department or the
Murfreesboro Police Department.  Father was arrested for domestic violence in 2017,
harassment in 2018 and 2019, and child endangerment in 2020.  Interestingly, the
second charge of harassment ended up being dismissed, and when the prosecutor from
your office was asked why she changed her mind regarding seeking a pre-trial
diversion, she replied, “Well, Brock East is just such a good attorney.”  The retirement of
the first charge of harassment would not have been possible if the 2nd set of charges
had not been dismissed prior to.  Of note, Father invoked his civil right to refuse to
provide the passcode for his cell phone when it was seized during his arrest.  Admittedly
this was his right, but if he had nothing to hide, why wouldn’t he just share that
information rather than cost local taxpayers thousands of dollars for the MPD to attempt
“unsuccessfully” to break into his phone.  For over four months now, your office has
failed to intervene.  You have allowed a child predator and paternal grandmother, who
has also been accused by the children of sexually abusing them, to cover up their tracks
and continue to have opportunities to abuse these children again and again.

On April 20, 2022 the Rutherford County Juvenile Court held an ex parte hearing in an
attempt to protect these children from further abuse. A guardian ad litem has been
assigned for the children, and DCS is requesting a change of custody of the children to
their mother, and that the children not be in the care, custody or control of their father.
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Not long ago you announced you will be seeking reelection so you can continue serving
as the DA for another 8 years. You also previously announced that you had hired two
prosecutors for your Child Abuse and Child Sexual Abuse unit.  We sincerely hope that
you will finally assign one of these prosecutors to investigate this case and bring it to a
grand jury.

We do expect your office to conduct a thorough investigation. This will require the expert
assistance of federal law enforcement and any other law enforcement agency that is
capable of investigating cyber crimes against children. This will require surveillance and
several search warrants for the father’s home, securing the father’s phone, computer,
and any other electronic devices, performing hair stand testing of the children for any
type of sedatives, and to make sure that all evidence gathered during the forensic
exams including swabs of body cavities be tested for the presence of father’s DNA.  We
also request that every single witness from the May 2020 custody trial be subpoenaed
to testify before a grand jury including the parents of the father, one of whom perjured
themselves on the stand.

These three young children have no faith in law enforcement and have come to accept
that no matter how often they cry out for help and go into detail about the horrific sexual
abuse they are enduring, their bravery is futile because their father is above the law.
We ask you, what is worse? The abuse from their father, or the fact that the testimony of
over a dozen mandatory reporters, court ordered experts, and law enforcement officers
is not enough to protect them because the justice system continues to put them in
harm’s way?

We are pleading that your office will halt the abuse of these children immediately and
take the next right actions in the pursuit of justice.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

X______________________________________
Member, Family Court Anti-Corruption Coalition
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SAVING THE SIBLINGS
cc d:

Governor Bill Lee
1st Floor State Capitol
Nashville, TN  37243

https://www.tn.gov/governor/contact-us.ht
ml

Senator Bill Hagerty
B11 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC  20510

Senator Marsha Blackburn
357 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Representative Scott DesJarlais
305 W. Main St.
Murfreesboro, TN  37130

Senator Shane Reeves
2nd Vice Chair
Senate Health & Welfare Committee
352 W. Northfield Blvd., Suite 3
Murfreesboro, TN 37129-1539

sen.shane.reeves@capitol.tn.gov
(615) 278-3146

Senator Dawn White
1st Vice Chair
Senate Judiciary Committee
1522 Riverview Drive
Murfreesboro, TN  37129

sen.dawn.white@capitol.tn.gov
(615) 741-6853

Representative Mary Littleton, Chair
Children & Family Affairs
Subcommittee.
425 Rep. John Lewis Way N.
Suite 632 Cordell Hull Building.
Nashville, TN  37243

rep.mary.littleton@capitol.tn.gov
(615) 741-7477

Representative Tim Rudd
2904 Islington Drive
Murfreesboro, TN  37128

rep.tim.rudd@capitol.tn.gov
(615) 253-0322

Mike Kusch
Rutherford County Commissioner
2904 Shellsford Circle
Murfreesboro, TN  37128

district7@rutherfordcountytn.gov
615-351-9164

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Office for Victim Assistance
J. Edgar Hoover Building, Rm 3329
935 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC  20001

FBI Regional Office
225 N. Humphreys Blvd.
Suite 3000
Memphis, TN  38120

Tennessee Bureau of Investigations
901 R. S. Gass Blvd.
Nashville, TN  37216

Honorable Jennings Jones
District Attorney General
16th Judicial District of Tennessee
320 W. Main Street, Suite 100
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

Chief Michael Bowen
Murfreesboro Police Department
1004 N. Highland Ave.
Murfreesboro, TN  37130

Detective Kelvin Jones
Special Victims Unit
Murfreesboro Police Department
1004 N. Highland Ave.
Murfreesboro, TN 37128
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Jennifer Nichols, Commissioner
Tennessee Dept of Children’s Services
315 Deaderick Street
UBS Tower, 10th Floor
Nashville, TN 37238
(615) 741-9701

Christina Moody, Team Lead
Department of Children’s Services
434 Jayhawk Court
Murfreesboro, TN  37128
(615) 217-8900

Martha M. Gillespie-Stewart
Assistant General Counsel
Tennessee Department of Children’s
Services
434 Jayhawk Court
Murfreesboro, TN  37128
(615) 217-8900

National Children’s Advocacy Center
210 Pratt Ave NE
Huntsville, AL 35801

Children’s Advocacy Center of TN
4711 Trousdale Drive, Suite 124
Nashville, TN  37220

Child Advocacy Center of Rutherford and
Cannon Counties
1040 Samsonite Blvd.
Murfreesboro, TN  37129

WZTV Fox 17
631 Mainstream Drive
Nashville, TN  37228

news@fox17.com

WSMV-TV
Attn: Jeremy Finley
5700 Knob Rd.
Nashville, TN  37209

tips@wsmv.com
(615) 353-2231

WKRN-TV
441 Murfreesboro Pike
Nashville, TN 37210

news@wkrn.com
615-369-SEE2 (7332)
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