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2024 TEXAS GARDEN CLUB OF THE YEAR - for the third time!

    Garden
         dispatch

The

There is plenty of parking at the Museum but it is not immediately adjacent to the 
building. There is, however, a convenient drop off spot. We will line up some helpers 
to transport ladies from the parking lot to the drop off spot if they would like.

Alice King, lead
Katy Allen
Diane DeKerlegand
Diane Gartrell
Stephanie Miller
Tess Toliver
Marilyn Butcher
Barbara Byrd
Laura Pipkin

 
 The hostess committee would appreciate it if those 
attending could be mindful that we’ll have10 fewer 
salads this year, so be a bit more generous with your 
salad size to make sure there is enough for everyone.



What’s Happening in Hunt Garden Club?

MEMBERSHIP
78 active members

49 associate members
127 total membership

WELCOME
new members

Corresponding Secretary 
(Trish McMahan)

Changes 
in membership

Virginia Johnston
HGC member since 2001

In Memoriam

Active to Associate:
	 Johnna Curle
	G inger Cave
	R obin Wheeler

President’s message

Awards (Karen Taylor)
Our club picked up a few awards at the 
SCR Convention in San Antonio.  Our 
President, Cindy Janke will distribute 
District VII, TGC and SCR awards at the 
upcoming Spring Installation Lunch.

Four thank you notes:

Hostess Committee (Rebecca Peterson)
41% of members have responded to not 
be assigned on their conflicting months. 
We have 7 ladies who have stepped up to 
be Lead Hostesses (Yay!) and we only lack 
Leads for May. Members can email me at 
north4.0@hotmail.com with the months 
that conflict with their schedules.

Social media
(Nicole Bilbao) 
If you have any 

photos to share from 
your Garden Club 

projects, please email 
huntgardenclubphotos@

gmail.com

Treasurer’s Report (Diane DeKerlegand
In April, we received the following 
donations:
- A $200 scholarship fund donation from 
Ruth Johnson in memory of her mother, 
Nadine Wilson.
- A $500 donation for the “Welcome to 
Hunt” sign project from Edythe Michel.

We appreciate our members and 
associates for their generous donations, 
which will help cover expenses for the 
“Wild Garden Women of the West” 
Spring Installation Luncheon event.

•	R. Johnson for a $200 donation
•	M. Rodriguez for etching the rocks
•	Birthday Babes for a $500 donation 

For help with the Welcome sign:
•	Austin Cort for cutting down the posts 
•	Marsha Elmore for hiring the stone     	

	 masons who added stone to the base.
•	E. Michel for a $500 donation

One get well card:
    L. Johnson

Jenny Williams (Clay)  ‘26
388 Burr Oak Rd., Hunt
jeniferwilliams@mac.com
713-806-8003

Becca Murphy  (Randy) ‘26
1856 Hwy 39, Hunt 
becca.scrhunt@gmail.com
830-285-9259

It has been a true honor to serve as your president for the past two years. 
Together, we faced challenges with creativity, dedication, and grace. I was 
fortunate to work alongside an outstanding group of officers who made my 
role much easier. Being recognized as one of the best in Texas was a wonderful 
honor—though we already knew how special this club is.

I am deeply proud to be part of the Hunt Garden Club. I am confident that, under 
new leadership, the strengths we have built together will continue to grow. I know 
this club will keep finding meaningful and inspiring ways to serve our community. 
Thank you all sincerely for your support and encouragement.
									         Cindy

Convention Report - The SCR Con-
vention that I chaired in San Antonio 
turned out great!  I was so thankful 
and proud to have several members 
not only attend, but jump in and help 
where needed.  
A big thanks goes to Cindy Janke, Patti 
Devlin, Trisha McMahon, Jill Kerr and 
Martha Kimbrell.

Cindy receives HGC’s awards 
at the SCR convention.



More Happenings

Trash pick-up (Gay Charoir)
April 18 We did it !  In the 
mist !  A successful trash 
pickup of 12 big bags 
because of you.
Diane Gartrell, Sharon 
Biggs, John Halter, Pat 
and Gay Chaudoir, Cindy 
Janke, Janet Reinwald, Ruth 
Johnson, Lea Bitner, Chris 
Ann and Bill Brown, and 
Ted Johnson

On April 23, the community gathered for the unveiling and dedication of the new 

Welcome to Hunt Sign
followed by a reception inside the Schulunagger property. 

Bigger and better than ever, the sign is a welcoming beacon to our resilient town. We had a great crowd and a city 
proclamation was even read! Many many thanks to the countless hours of hard work and love that Kathy Freeman 
put into the restoration of this landmark. 

The sign committee will decorate it on 5 holidays... 4th of July, Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter/Spring. If 
you have any decorations that you would like to contribute, please contact Katy Allen (katywcallen@gmail.com and 
we will put them to good use!



Field Trip (Katy Allen) 

On Thursday, May 7, ten members went to the  

Hill Country Youth Ranch 

to see the amazing work that Joan Wood and the Full 
Circle Foundation is doing for the kids. 

Our first stop was the greenhouse... what used to be an 
abandoned building is now a thriving spot where they 
are growing many fruits and vegetables in community 
beds. There are even beds for each child to have their 
own plants. They are learning not only about garden-
ing, but  important life lessons that will serve them once 
they leave the ranch. 

Next it was on to see the chickens.... their eggs supply 
the ranch and are also sold in a few places in town. 

Our final spot was the barn. There are 5 horses (soon to 
be 6 with an anxiously awaited birth!) that the children 
can ride, groom and love. 

The Fulll Circle Foundation is  making such a difference 
in these children’s lives. Though on the Youth Ranch 
property, it is not funded by the Ranch. Volunteers and 
donations are always needed! Please consider reaching 
out to Joan at the Full Cirlce Foundation.

And More Happenings



YEARBOOK UPDATES:
If you have any changes to your 

information - name, phone, address, 
membership status - please let Janet 

Reinwald know for the new yearbook.

Wildscape (Carla Stang)
The Wildscape plants are doing well, especially with the periodic rain 
and relatively cool temperatures we’ve been having.  Of course, the 
weeds are loving it, too, so the Team will schedule a day or two to do 
some weeding soon.  Of particular note this month is the Pearl Milk-
weed Vine.  I’ve been watching this little wonder since it first showed 
up in the Wildscape in 2018 and isn’t so little now!  This season it has 
morphed into something I’ve never seen before.  Some of the “pearl 
blossoms” are in clusters or what look like little bouquets of pearl 
blooms.  It’s really stunning to see…I hope the photo does it justice.  
Mother nature is amazing!  I also included a photo of a “Hunt Strong” 
painted stone in the Wildscape that has some of the native Lantana 
in the foreground.   As we break for the season from the HGC, drive 
by the Wildscape when you can to see what’s in bloom.

And More Happenings

Ways and Means (Melissa Clark-Maynard)
Our Spring Flower Power Fundraising has successfully 
earned us $679.00. We continue to receive inquiries about 
available bulbs, and both the hanging basil bags and seed 
mats have been particularly popular. While we did not 
reach our $2,000 goal as we did with the holiday Amaryllis 
bulbs, we will still receive 40% of the proceeds.
I am very encouraged by these results and see this as an 
excellent annual fundraising opportunity to support our 
future endeavors. I anticipate that our Amaryllis sales will 
continue to grow, and we plan to offer sales three times a 
year moving forward.
We will resume our efforts this autumn with the Fall Bulb 
sale, as planting during that season ensures the best results 
for the following spring.


