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Sunday, January 4th, 2026
Epiphany Sunday
Gathering In Community

The PRELUDE

The INTROIT ~ 
How Brightly Beams the Morning Star!, P. Nicolai

The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
As with Gladness Men of Old                                            VU 81

WELCOME and the LIFE of the CHURCH

A Hymn ~ When Heaven’s Bright with Mystery            VU 93

The LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE and 
            the CANDLE of Peace
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
The CALL to WORSHIP
	
One:  	Beloved children of God, come on into worship, come on into the light!
All:  	We come as children of the light.

One:  	Come on into the light, finding all that is good and true, finding the path of challenge and of faith.
All:  	We come as children seeking the light.

One:	Come as we walk the path of challenge and of faith, yearning to please God in thought and deed, yearning for wisdom and for healing.
All:  	We come as children embracing the light.

One:  	Come to learn God’s wisdom and healing, opening ourselves to vulnerability, opening ourselves to revelation and joy.

All:  	We come as children through whom the light shines, within whom the light guides, despite whom the light reveals.
(words by Rev. G Dunbar, Gathering A/C/E 2015/16)

The OPENING PRAYER 

The INVITATION to CONFESSION

The PRAYER of FORGIVENESS

All:	God of revelation, in this season of Epiphany, we ponder what you would have us do, and we confess that, too often, we come up short.  You call us to live in joy, but we are prone to anxiety and misgivings.  You call us to reach out in love and concern, but we are more likely to ignore the cries of those around and beyond us.  You call us to follow Jesus, but we convince ourselves that we are unworthy or unqualified. Forgive us. Refresh us, restore us, renew us.  Through Christ.
Amen.
(adapted words of  N. Hardy)

The WORDS of ASSURANCE

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Time For the Children and the Child Within Us

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]A CHILDREN’S STORY

A HYMN ~ There’s a Star in the East                                VU 70
Hearing and Responding to the Word

Reader ~ Richard Feenstra

The PRAYER of ILLUMINATION

The BOOK of ISAIAH Chapter 60, verses 1-6

One: 	This is the Word of the Lord      
All: 	Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72 ~ 1-7, 10-14  Part One and Two                    VU 790

Refrain:  Hail to God’s own anointed, who rules in equity.

The GOSPEL of JOHN Chapter 1, verses 10-18

One: 	Hear the Good News!   
All: 	Praise be to Jesus Christ!

The REFLECTION ~ “Shine On”

An ANTHEM ~ 
Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light, J.S. Bach

The INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

The OFFERING HYMN ~  
When Heaven’s Bright With Mystery v.4                         VU 93

When heaven’s bright with mystery and stars still lead an unknown way, 
when love still lights a gentle path where courts of power can hold no sway, 
there with the Magi, let us kneel, our gifts to share, God’s world to heal.

The PRAYER OF DEDICATION         

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE 

The LORD’S PRAYER  

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory
Forever and ever.  Amen.

Sending Forth

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~ When A Star is Shining  VU 97

The BLESSING 

The CHORAL BENEDICTION ~ 
O Radiant Christ, Incarnate Word v.4                               VU 84

The POSTLUDE
Today’s greeter is Libby Cook


[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt][bookmark: _Hlk151107311][bookmark: _Hlk161140647]If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests – please write  your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book during the service .


Life and Work of the Church
[bookmark: _Hlk214444674]
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday, January 11th ~ Board Games @1:00pm
Come on out and enjoy your favourite board or card game! There is a $5 entry fee, Children up to grade 1 are free! Bring along your favourite board or card game! Refreshments will be available.
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Knitting & Crochet @9:30 – 11:30
Bring your current project and materials, beginners welcome! Coffee, tea and snacks will be provided.
[image: A poster with text and flowers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Friday January 23rd ~ Progressive Euchre 
Doors open at 7pm, games start at 7:30 sharp! Beginners welcome!

AGM Reports ~ All AGM reports must be submitted to the office by Friday, January 23rd in an MS Word format.  If you have any questions, please contact Sue in the office, melrose@melroseunited.ca. Thank you!
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Social Media at Melrose!
Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit: www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch  www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

News From the Office
Please be sure to submit your church related news items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
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