MELROSE UNITED CHURCH
86 Homewood Avenue ~ Hamilton, Ontario ~ L8P 2M4
( 905 522 1323 ~ * melrose@melroseunited.ca
8 www.melroseunited.ca
www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch
Instagram: @melroseu
YouTube channel: Melrose United Church Virtual Service

[image: ]
















	Worship Leader: 
	Rev. Brenna Baker

	Music Director:
Custodian:
Church Administrator:
	Alexander Cann 
Kevin Geluch 
Sue Hawthorne-Bate



Sunday December 14th, 2025
Third Sunday in Advent
Gathering In Community
	
The PRELUDE

The INTROIT ~ Confite Domino MV 16

The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus                                               VU 2

WELCOME and LIFE of the CHURCH
[bookmark: _Hlk136334686]
The LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & 
LIGHTING of the CANDLE of PEACE

[bookmark: _Hlk136334793]The CALL to WORSHIP

One:	Praise be to God 
All:	Who has made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them.

One:	Praise be to God 
All:	Who is watching over the strangers and upholding the downtrodden.

One:	Praise be to God 
All:	Who will transform our deserts to lush lands blooming with joy and singing Praise be to God Praise be to God. Let us worship God.

The OPENING PRAYER

A HYMN ~ Jesu Joy of Our Desiring                                   VU 328



The PRAYER for FORGIVENESS 

One:	O Holy God, today we come to you asking your forgiveness for those times when we have not left room for you to build a home within our hearts and our lives, those times when we have pushed you out of our hearts and lives.

Advent is a busy time in our world when so many activities, parties, and events may pull us away from you, and others away from us just when we need their companionship. Forgive us when we leave you to the last of our lists. Help us to put you first in our lives.

Forgive us when we forget the importance of the Season of Advent, when we forget to cherish the time of waiting and preparing, pushing along with society to celebrate Christmas before it is time.

Mary prayed to you and sang of justice, in a time when doing so was dangerous. She trusted in you, and you kept Mary and her family safe. Forgive us when we do not trust in you but rather put our trust in the world and turn away from you. In the name of Jesus, the one we await. Amen.

The WORDS of ASSURANCE

One:	Today and every day, God loves us, forgives us, and sets us free. Today and every day, we remember that our living God endures forever. 

All:	God’s realm will never be destroyed. We will always have a place in God’s love. Amen.


[bookmark: _Hlk136335029][bookmark: _Hlk61239104][bookmark: _Hlk54083334][bookmark: _Hlk99093872][bookmark: _Hlk95724489][bookmark: _Hlk79396300][bookmark: _Hlk87428214][bookmark: _Hlk65482559][bookmark: _Hlk59013243]Time For The Children And The Child Within Us

A HYMN ~ A Candle is Burning                             VU 6 vs  1, 2, 3

Advent Candle Lighting

First two candles are lit.

One:	The hope candle reminds us of all the ways creation sings of God’s hope for the world, The peace candle reminds us of how we are called to build God’s dream of peace. Today we focus on Joy. 

Invite someone to find the Joy Box.

One:	What do you think might be in this box marked Joy? What would you put in this box? What reminds you of Joy? 

Where would you like to share the gift of Joy? 

Open the box.

One:	Today we have a delicate egg. 

Maybe joy is like a little egg that forces us to be in the world differently. A little egg that is full of surprises! And lastly, we have a candle, a candle that we traditionally light on the 3rd week of Advent to remind us of God’s gift of joy, in a world filled with brokenness. 

All:	May the gift of this candle’s infectious flame, remind us of God’s gift of joy.


[bookmark: _Hlk183084862][bookmark: _Hlk181276208][bookmark: _Hlk214881716]Hearing And Responding To The Word

Reader ~ Evan Marshall

The PRAYER of ILLUMINATION 

All:	God, we come this morning in anticipation and hope, waiting for your Word to come alive in our hearts, bringing your message of peace and good will to all. Amen.

The BOOK of  ISAIAH Chapter 35, verses 1 to 10 

[bookmark: _Hlk159925234]One:	The Word of the Lord
All:	Thanks be to God.

The SECOND READING ~ LUKE, Chapter 1, verses 46 to 55     

The MAGNIFICAT                                                                 VU 899
 
The GOSPEL of MATTHEW, Chapter 11 verses 2 to 11  

One:	Hear the Good News!
All:	Praise be to Jesus Christ!

The REFLECTION ~ “And Mary Said…..”

An ANTHEM ~  Shepherds in the Field Abiding, 
      D. Willcocks, arr.

An INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

The OFFERING HYMN ~ What Child Is This              VU 74, v. 3

Sing:	So bring him incense, gold and myrrh,
come one and all, to own him.
The King of Kings salvation brings;
let loving hearts enthrone him.
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste, to bring him laud,
the Babe, the son of Mary!

The PRAYER of DEDICATION

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE 

The LORD’S PRAYER

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory
Forever and ever.  Amen.

Sending Forth

[bookmark: _Hlk163548650]The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
There’s a Voice in the Wilderness                                          VU 18

The COMMISSIONING


[bookmark: _Hlk216346943]The CHORAL BENEDICTION ~ 
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                                 VU 8 

Today’s Greeters are Richard Feenstra and Rick Maxwell

[bookmark: _Hlk151107311][bookmark: _Hlk161140647]If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests – please write  your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book during the service .
 

Life and Work of the Church

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT MELROSE 
December 21 @ 10.30 am ~ Family Christmas
Join us for our Christmas pageant – everyone is welcome to participate (even the adults)! No rehearsals necessary!
December 24 @ 10.30 pm ~ Christmas Eve Service
A beautiful service of carols and readings to celebrate the birth of Jesus and the promise of peace, hope, joy and love. 
December 28 @ 10.30 am ~ Jazz Carols
And now for something completely different! Join us for an informal service in the church parlour.


[bookmark: _Hlk214444674][image: A poster of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Saturday, December 20th ~ 
Knitting & Crochet @9:30 – 11:30
Bring your current project and materials, beginners welcome! Coffee, tea and snacks will be provided.

[image: A poster for a board game

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday, December 14th ~ Board Games @1:00pm
Come on out and enjoy your favourite board or card game! There is a $5 entry fee, Children up to grade 1 are free! Bring along your favourite board or card game! Refreshments will be available.

[bookmark: _Hlk213326698][image: ]Sunday, December 21st ~ 
Family Christmas Sunday @10:30am
Calling all sheep, shepherds and angels! Join us for our Christmas Pageant! Everyone is welcome to participate (even the adults)! No rehearsal necessary!

[image: ]Wednesday, December 24th ~ 
Christmas Eve @10:30pm
A beautiful service of lessons, carols and readings to celebrate the birth of Jesus and the promise of peace, hope, joy and love.

Sunday, December 28th ~ Jazz Carols @10:30am
And now for something completely different! Join us for an informal service in the parlour. 

Social Media at Melrose!
[image: A blue and orange round logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit:  www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch  www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

News From the Office
Please be sure to submit your church related news items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
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