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Sunday, February 8, 2026
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Gathering In Community
	
The PRELUDE

The INTROIT 

The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ Let Us Build a House	  MV 1

The WELCOME and the LIFE of the CHURCH

The LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
   & LIGHTING of the CANDLE of PEACE

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE 

the Christ Candle is lit….
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
The CALL to WORSHIP 

One:	We are called to a new understanding of God:  that God so love the world.
All:	We are the salt of the earth.

One:  	We are called to bring a new hope in God: that God gives us new life.
All:	We are the light of the world.

One:	We are called to follow the commandments and the law.
All: 	The Law of God is to love God and to love one another.

One:	Come, let us be the salt of the earth and the light of the world.
All:	Come, let us love one another with the love of God.
Let us join together in our love of God to worship and follow Jesus.

(Adapted words by Rev Mindi and posted on Rev-o-lution)

A HYMN ~ There’s a Spirit in the Air  		           VU 582

The OPENING PRAYER

The INVITATION to CONFESSION

The PRAYER of FORGIVENESS

All:	God of all, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for all people.
We admit that we often hide the brightness of your light, dwelling on our own worries instead of caring for the poor and striving for peace.
Forgive us, Holy God, and through your Spirit, renew us so that we may reflect the love and live of Jesus to all in our midst.  Amen.

The WORDS of ASSURANCE 

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Time For the Children and the Child Within Us

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]A Children’s Story 

A HYMN ~ This Little Light of Mine

Hearing and Responding to the Word

Reader ~ Rosella Laux

The PRAYER of ILLUMINATION

All:	Open our ears, O God, that we might hear your Word speaking to us in this moment.  Open our ears, O God, that we might understand your promises to followers both old and young, ancient and modern.  Open our hearts, O God, that we might enter into the love you offer us.  Amen.

The BOOK of ISAIAH, Chapter 58, verses 1-9a

One:	This is the Word of the Lord	
All:	Thanks be to God.

PSALM 112, 1-9 				     	           VU 834

Refrain:	The just shall trust in God alone.

The GOSPEL of  MATTHEW, Chapter 5, verses 13-20

One:	Hear the Good News!
All:	Praise be to Jesus Christ!

The REFLECTION ~ “Salt and Light”

An ANTHEM ~ Set Up Thyself, O God, C.S. Lang

The INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   

The OFFERING HYMN ~  We Give You But Your Own

Sing:	We give you but your own, what e’er the gift may be;
	all that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully.	

The PRAYER of DEDICATION

All:	God of All, may our offerings be more than a ritual.  Receive the gifts we give as signs of our willingness to share our food with the hungry and to work toward justice, as we repair what is broken.
May our generosity in all we give and do mirror your love, so that light may arise in the darkness.   
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE

The LORD’S PRAYER

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory
Forever and ever.  Amen.

Sending Forth

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand			           VU 670

The BLESSING

One:	May the light we have received go with us into the world as a gift to all who long for light and hope and joy.

All:	Let us go forth, warmed by the brightness of Divine Love, spreading love and kindness wherever we go.

One:	May the energy of the Creator, the challenge of Jesus, and the wisdom of the Spirit guide us today and always.

The CHORAL BENEDICTION

[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]The POSTLUDE 

Today’s greeters are Richard Feenstra and Geoff Harrison

If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests – please write your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book during the service.

Life And Work of the Church

[image: ]TONIGHT!  Sunday, February 8th ~ 
Choral Evensong @5:00pm
A beautiful service of music, scripture and quiet prayer with Rev Dr Philip Garder and the Melrose Chancel Choir.
[image: A poster for a board game

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday, February 8th ~ Board Games @1:00pm
Come on out and enjoy your favourite board or card game! There is a $5 entry fee, Children up to grade 1 are free! Bring along your favourite game! Refreshments will be available.

Sunday, February 15th ~ All Ages Worship Service @10:30am
Join us  for an all-ages worship service with Rev Brenna Baker! This service will have us saying “Oh wow!” as we consider the story of Jesus being transfigured and give thanks for our amazing world, our loving families and the gift of being church together. Come ready to move and get creative!

[image: A poster of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Saturday, February 21st ~ 
Knitting & Crochet @9:30 – 11:30
Bring your current project and materials, beginners welcome! Coffee, tea and snacks will be provided.
[image: A poster with text and flowers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Friday, February  27th ~ Progressive Euchre 
Doors open at 7pm, games start at 7:30pm sharp! Beginners welcome!

[image: ]Sunday,  March 8  ~ Annual General Meeting
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Sunday, March 8th after the 10:30am service in the Sanctuary.

Sunday, March 15 ~ Choral Evensong
A beautiful service of music, scripture and quiet prayer with Rev Dr Philip Garder and the Melrose Chancel Choir.

Envelopes!
Giving Envelopes for 2026 are now available! If you would like to have a box of envelopes, please contact the office.

Your Help is Needed! 
Would you like to help out more on Sunday mornings? We are looking for volunteers to help with reading and greeting. Please speak with Rosella if you are interested in reading and with Libby if you are interested in greeting. Thank you!

Calling all sewers!
We are looking for a few people who can sew a tunnel heading to make a curtain for the sanctuary balcony. This will help cut the glare, and installed on tension rods, can easily be moved.  There is no need for side or bottom hemming because the material is a stretch jersey.  If you are not a sewer, a donation of $10.00 will help cover the cost of the multiple rods that will be required.  Please contact Rosella or Jeff to volunteer.  There is no date set for this project. Thanks for your help!

[image: A blue and orange round logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Social Media at Melrose!
Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit:
 www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch and  
www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

[image: ]News From the Office
Please be sure to submit your church related news items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
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