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Sunday, January 25, 2026
Third Sunday After Epiphany
Gathering In Community

	The PRELUDE

The INTROIT ~ Let They Face Shine on They Servants, E. Daley

The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ Arise, Your Light Is Come    VU 79

The WELCOME and the LIFE of the CHURCH

The LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
& LIGHTING of the CANDLE of PEACE

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE 

the Christ Candle is lit….
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
The CALL to WORSHIP 

One:	God’s people have gathered for worship
All:	and God is with us. 

One:	Strangers and friends, 
familiar and new, 
yet one in God’s love, 
All:	and God is with us. 

One:	Feeling lost and hopeless, 
feeling found and thankful, 
All:	and God is with us. 

One:	No matter where we’ve come from 
or where we’re bound 
All:	God is with us. 

One:	We come in gratitude and hope. 
All:	Come, and let us worship God. 
A HYMN ~ Blessed Jesus, at Your Word                                 VU 500

The OPENING PRAYER

The PRAYER of CONFESSION

One:	Holy Companion of our difficult days,
you call us toward what is new
even when we feel worn or uncertain.

We confess the weight we carry—
worries we rehearse,
the fears we nurture,
the habits that hold us tight,
patterns we cling to,
the moments we turn from compassion,
the truths we avoid.

All:	Unbind what tightens around our hearts.
Lift what has grown too heavy.
Make room in us for generosity, justice,
and the courage to begin again.

Shape us for your healing work
as this new day unfolds.
Amen.

Silence for personal reflection.

The WORDS of ASSURANCE 

One:	Hear the good news of the Gospel:
People who have walked under heavy burdens
have been met by the One who lifts them.

People who have carried what felt unshakeable
have felt the yoke break from their shoulders.

Into every place of strain or sorrow,
God’s mercy draws near.
God’s compassion reaches out.
God’s grace opens a way forward.

All:	In this promise, we receive our freedom.
In this grace, we begin again.
Amen.

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Time For the Children and the Child Within Us

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]A Children’s Story 

A HYMN ~ We Praise You for the Sun                                    VU 225

Hearing and Responding to the Word

Reader ~ Margaret Duff

The PRAYER of ILLUMINATION

All:	Word of Life, come to us this morning through the holy scriptures, through song and praise, through one another, and through silence. Amen.  

The BOOK of First Corinthians, Chapter 1, verses 10 to 18

One:	The Word of the Lord	
All:	Thanks be to God.

PSALM 27 1, 4-9

The GOSPEL of MATTHEW,  Chapter 4, verses 12 to 23

One:	Hear the Good News!
All:	Praise be to Jesus Christ!

The REFLECTION 

An ANTHEM ~ O Lord, Increase My Faith, O. Gibbons

The INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   

The OFFERING HYMN ~ 
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow 	                          VU 541

Sing:	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God all creatures here below;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

The PRAYER of DEDICATION

All:	We thank you, loving God, that you have called each of us, together, to follow your way in Jesus. Bless these gifts, and those given throughout the week, as steps that bring us closer to you. Amen.

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE

The LORD’S PRAYER

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory
Forever and ever.  Amen.

Sending Forth

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                               VU 333

The COMMISSIONING

One:	Let us take God's light into the world.
All:	We will go to join others in a pilgrimage of trust.

One:	Let us go to gather the burdens of others.
All:	We will take away their fears and offer them to Jesus,
who helps everyone in every moment.

One:	Let us go to live in the Spirit's presence.
ALL:	We will follow the Spirit into the peace
which is offered to all of God's people.

The CHORAL BENEDICTION ~ Amen

[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]The POSTLUDE ~ 

If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests – please write your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book during the service.







Life And Work of the Church

[image: ]TONIGHT!  
Sunday, January 25th ~ Choral Evensong @5:00pm
A beautiful service of music, scripture and quiet prayer with Rev Dr Philip Gardner and our Chancel Choir.
[image: A poster of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Saturday, February 7th & 21st ~ 
Knitting & Crochet @9:30 – 11:30
Bring your current project and materials, beginners welcome! Coffee, tea and snacks will be provided.

[image: A poster for a board game

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday, February 8th ~ Board Games @1:00pm
Come on out and enjoy your favourite board or card game! There is a $5 entry fee, Children up to grade 1 are free! Bring along your favourite game! Refreshments will be available.
[image: A poster with text and flowers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Friday, February  27th ~ Progressive Euchre 
Doors open at 7pm, games start at 7:30pm sharp! Beginners   welcome!

Sunday,  March 8  ~ [image: ]Annual General Meeting
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will  be held on Sunday, March 8th after the 10:30am service in the Sanctuary.

Envelopes! ~ Giving Envelopes for 2026 are available today! If you would like to have a box of envelopes, please email the office melrose@melroseunited.ca.

Your Help is Needed! ~ Would you like to help out more on Sunday mornings? We are looking for volunteers to help with reading and greeting. If you can help or would like more information, please speak with Libby or email her at cook_feenstra@hotmail.com. Thank you!

Calling all sewers!
We are looking for a few people who can sew a tunnel heading to make a curtain for the sanctuary balcony.  This will help cut the glare, and installed on tension rods, can easily be moved.  There is no need for side or bottom hemming because the material is a stretch jersey.  If you are not a sewer, a donation of $10.00 will help cover the cost of the multiple rods that will be required.  Please contact Rosella or Jeff to volunteer.  There is no date set for this project.  Thanks for your help

[image: A blue and orange round logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Social Media at Melrose!
Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit:
 www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch  www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

News From the Office
[image: ]Please be sure to submit your church related news items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
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