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Sunday, October 19, 2025
World Food Sunday

Gathering In Community
	
The PRELUDE

The INTROIT ~ Blessed Be the Lord, E. Daley

The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                                               VU 271

The WELCOME and the LIFE of the CHURCH

The LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
            & LIGHTING of CANDLE of PEACE

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE 

[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]The CALL to WORSHIP 

One:	We gather in the presence of God who is just and merciful.
All:	We sometimes grow weary of persevering. It can be tempting to lose heart.

One:		God, in your presence, we celebrate the small things, that many of us, that many within our community, and across the world, are doing to ensure that everyone has healthy food to eat. 
All:	God, help us to feel inspired and encouraged through the   power of your Holy Spirit. 

One:	Let us continue with prayer…

The OPENING PRAYER

All:	Persist within our hearts, O Christ, that your law of generous, self-giving love may become the center of our faithful living. Help us to do what we can, as we reach out to those who are hungry.

Bless us with creativity and renew our passion for providing healthy food within our circle of care, while trusting in your ripple effect. 

Bless our collective advocacy and wisdom, so that a far-reaching global vision emerges. 

God of justice and hope, come to us in word, song, prayer and praise. In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen. 

The PRAYER of FORGIVENESS 

All:	Merciful God, we confess that at times, we feel overwhelmed by hunger in our circle of care, in our circle of community and the earth. 

We have been trying to ensure that everyone has a right to healthy food for eighty years! Sometimes we are tempted to distract ourselves. Sometimes we despair and emotionally shutdown. Sometimes we lose heart. 

God be with us. Renew our faith. Help us to return to compassion. Help us to return to self-less love.  God bless us with confidence and faith so we can be energized to creatively participate in ensuring healthy food for everyone! In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen. 

The WORDS of ASSURANCE 

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Time For the Children and the Child Within Us

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]A CHILDREN’S STORY 

A HYMN ~ O God, Our Help in Ages Past                                   VU 806

Hearing and Responding to the Word

Reader ~ Gwyneth Xagoraris

The PRAYER of ILLUMINATION

All:	Guide us, O God,
by your Word and Spirit,
that in your light we may see light,
in your truth find wisdom,
and in your will discover your peace,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The BOOK of Jeremiah, Chapter 31, verses 27 to 34

One:	The Word of the Lord	
All:	Thanks be to God.

The PSALM 119: 97-104                             	                            VU 840

Refrain:  Teach me, O God, the perfect way of your divine commands.

The GOSPEL of Luke, Chapter18, verses 1 to 8

One:	Hear the Good News!
All:	Praise be to Jesus Christ!

The REFLECTION ~ “Persevering with faith.”

An ANTHEM ~ Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, O. Young, arr.

The INVITATION to the OFFERING   

One:	Small things given with great love can have an awesome impact. Let us offer of ourselves to God. 

The OFFERING HYMN ~  
God, Whose Farm is All Creation                                            VU 300 vs 3

[bookmark: _Hlk211507040]Sing:	All our labour, all our watching,
	all our calendar of care,
	in these crops of your creation,
	take, O god: they are our prayer.

The PRAYER of DEDICATION for OFFERING  of TREASURES and FOOD GIFTS

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE

The LORD’S PRAYER

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory
Forever and ever.  Amen.

Sending Forth

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~ O Day of God, Draw Nigh       VU 688

The COMMISSIONING and BENEDICTION

One:	Our service of worship is over! 
All:	Our perseverance in the way of justice continues!

[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]The POSTLUDE 

Today’s Greeters are Graeme Luke and Richard Feenstra

If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests – please write your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book during the service.
Life And Work of the Church

Sunday, October 19th ~ Choral Evensong @ 5:00pm
Join us this evening at 5:00pm for a short evening service of beautiful music, quiet prayer and scripture with our Rev Philip Gardner and our Chancel Choir. 

Friday, October 24th ~ Celebration of Life for Jim Roberts
Sadly, Jim Roberts passed away earlier in September. A celebration of life will be held for Jim at 2pm on Friday, October 24th with a reception to follow in the Parlour. All are welcome!

[image: A poster for a community knitting and crochet circle]Saturday, November 1st & 15th ~ 
Knitting & Crochet @ 9:30 – 11:30
Bring your current project and materials, beginners welcome! Coffee, tea and snacks will be provided.
[image: A poster with text and flowersAI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Friday, November 24th ~ Progressive Euchre 
Doors open at 7pm, games start at 7:30 sharp! Beginners welcome!

[image: A white and blue invitation with confetti and balloons

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Saturday, November 1st ~ 
Come Home & Celebrate With Us!
Mark your calendars and join us for a grand Melrose Dinner to celebrate 100 years as a congregation!  Tickets are $30 and are available through the office. We accept cash, cheque or e-transfer. Please RSVP to the office with your payment and a list of guests by October 25th at melrose@melroseunited.ca.

Help Spead the News!
Please help spread the word about our upcoming 100th Anniversary Dinner on Saturday, November 1st! With the postal strike we cannot mail out our invitations as we had planned. Please invite any friends or family who would be interested in attending!  Contact the office to 
RSVP with your payment, melrose@melroseunited.ca


[bookmark: _Hlk211586349]Sunday, November 16th ~ Choral Evensong
Join us at 5:00pm for a short evening service of beautiful music, quiet prayer and scripture with our Rev Philip Gardner and our Chancel Choir. 

Saturday, November 22nd ~ Mistletoe Bazaar 9am to noon
[image: A poster with text and images]Mark your calendars! This year’s bazaar is shaping up to be the best ever! This means its time to start baking cookies for our cookie walk (and freezing them!)  Please also consider baking squares or tasty treats for our bake table. Please speak to Gwyn or Libby if you can help! 
[bookmark: _Hlk201230688]
Anniversary T-Shirts
The Anniversary Committee is considering selling t-shirts and bags to celebrate our upcoming anniversary if there is interest from the congregation.  Please speak to Libby or Gwyn and let them know what you think!

Can You Help?
If you have any information regarding the quilting group that used to meet at Melrose please speak to Rosella or send her an email at rosellas_moon@yahoo.ca.

Do you have a few hours on Saturday, October 25th to help paint the Minister’s Study? If you do, please speak to Rosella or send her an email at rosellas_moon@yahoo.ca.

Rental Groups at Melrose
[bookmark: _Hlk208389847]Melrose United Church is home to many community rental groups. Now that fall is here many are taking new members or have great services to offer! For the next few weeks, we will highlight one of these groups.

· Bach Elgar Choir
· Human Performance Solutions Mobile
· Royal Scottish Country Dancers
· Basketball
· Steel City Swing
· Women of Song
· Indoor Soccer
· Embers, Guides and Pathfinders
· Carpet Bowling
· Vocalway Vocal Instruction
· Tai Chi
· Music Together, Giggle and Groove
· Ball Hockey
· Sandra Ramunno, Piano Teacher
· Ingelbert Lievaart II Photography
· Little Learning House Daycare
· 
If you are interested in any of these groups or organizations, please contact Sue in the office for more information, melrose@melroseunited.ca.

Steel City Swing at Melrose!
[image: A logo for a company

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Did you know? Melrose is home to Steel City Swing, the heart of swing dance in Hamilton! Steel City Swing welcomes beginners and seasoned dancers alike. Join them for beginner-friendly lessons, lively social dances and a community that celebrates jazz, movement and the joy of dancing together! For more information check out their website www.steelcityswingdance.ca or speak with Sue in the office, melrose@melroseunited.ca.

[image: A blue and orange round logoAI-generated content may be incorrect.]Social Media at Melrose!
Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit:  www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch and www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

News From the Office
Sue will be out of the office on Monday, October 20th and Tuesday, October 21st to attend the Annual Church Secretaries and Administrator’s Conference at Cave Springs Conference Center!

Please be sure to submit your items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
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