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	Worship Leader: 
	Rev. Margot Feyerer

	Music Director:
Custodian:
Church Administrator:
	Alexander Cann 
Kevin Geluch 
Sue Hawthorne-Bate


Sunday, February 22, 2026
First Sunday of Lent
Gathering in Community 

The PRELUDE

[bookmark: _Hlk163548046][bookmark: _Hlk196998131]The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
Forty Days and Forty Nights        		         VU 114

WELCOME and LIFE of the CHURCH
[bookmark: _Hlk136334686]
The LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
& LIGHTING of the CANDLE of PEACE

The LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE

[bookmark: _Hlk136334793]The CALL to WORSHIP

One:	On this first Sunday in Lent, we join Jesus in the wilderness, a place of wild and dangerous things, of testing and temptation away from the security of home.
All:	God, rescue us in the wilderness!

One:	Once again, we watch and listen as we are presented with temptation upon temptation, and we find our security in Jesus, who does not waver from the truth.
All:	God, rescue us within the wilderness!

One:	Once again, we face our own frailty and realize that the wilderness is not nearly as dangerous as our choices to prioritize selfish gain and hoarding of power.
All:	God, rescue us through the wilderness!

One:	Once again, we call upon God in the wildernesses of our lives, and we trust God’s faithful reply:
All:	Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who know my name. When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue them and honor them.  Let us worship God in Christ Jesus!  Amen.

A HYMN ~ Though I May Speak 		         VU 372
 
The PRAYER of APPROACH

One:	God, you are our refuge.
All:	You are the shore in sight, you are hands that reach out, you are the ground on which to rest.

One:	God, you are our strength.
All:   	You are the life we long for, you are the refusal to give up, you are the keys of home we carry with us.

One:	God, you are our help in time of trouble.
All:  	We call on you from the ruins and the rubble, we call on you from the wildness and the deep,

One:	We call on you to meet us in this place! Amen.

The PRAYER of CONFESSION and WORDS of ASSURANCE

[bookmark: _Hlk136335029][bookmark: _Hlk61239104][bookmark: _Hlk54083334][bookmark: _Hlk99093872][bookmark: _Hlk95724489][bookmark: _Hlk79396300][bookmark: _Hlk87428214][bookmark: _Hlk65482559][bookmark: _Hlk59013243]Time for the Children and the Child Within Us
[bookmark: _Hlk183084862][bookmark: _Hlk181276208]
A CHILDREN’S HYMN
One More Step Along the World I Go       v. 1,2,3 VU 639

Hearing and Responding to the Word

Reader ~ Sandra Groves Winninger

The PRAYER of ILLUMINATION

All:	Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us, may the Spirit of God rest upon us. Help us to be steadfast in our hearing, in our speaking, in our believing, and in our living. Amen.

The BOOK of  GENESIS, Chapter 2, verses 15 - 17 
[bookmark: _Hlk159925234]& Chapter 3, verses 1 – 7

One:	The Word of the Lord	
All:	Thanks be to God.

PSALM 32 (chanted by choir)

Refrain:	  Be glad in God you righteous.  
Rejoice, O saints, rejoice.

The GOSPEL of  MATTHEW, Chapter 4, verses 1 – 11

One:	Hear the Good News!
All:	Praise be to Jesus Christ!

The REFLECTION 

An INVITATION to the OFFERING

[bookmark: _Hlk196998260]The OFFERING HYMN ~  
We Give You But Your Own 			          VU 542

Sing:  We give you but your own, what e’er the gift may be;
            all that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully.

The PRAYER of DEDICATION

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE

The LORD’S PRAYER

All:	  Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory
Forever and ever.  Amen.


Sending Forth

[bookmark: _Hlk163548650]The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
O Love, How Deep		             	        VU  348

The COMMISSIONING
 
The CHORAL BENEDICTION ~ “Danish Amen”

The POSTLUDE ~ Allegro moderato, Piano Sonata #10 
in F major, W.A Mozart

Today’s greeters are Geoff Harrison and George Mayhew

[bookmark: _Hlk151107311][bookmark: _Hlk161140647]If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests – please write  your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book during the service.


Materials for worship attributed to  Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, August 2024, and Claudio Carvelhoes, Liturgies from Below: Praying with People at the Ends of the World. 
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2020).


[bookmark: _Hlk150426426][bookmark: _Hlk149809423]

 Life and Work of the Church
[image: A poster with text and flowers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Friday, February  27th ~ Progressive Euchre 
Doors open at 7pm, games start at 7:30pm sharp! Beginners   welcome!

Saturday, March 7th & 21st ~ 
[image: ]Knitting & Crochet @9:30 – 11:30
Bring your current project and materials, beginners welcome! Coffee, tea and snacks will be provided.

[image: ]Sunday,  March 8  ~ 
Annual General Meeting
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Sunday, March 8th after the 10:30am service in the Sanctuary.

[image: ]Sunday, March 15 ~ Choral Evensong
A beautiful service of music, scripture and quiet prayer with Rev Dr Philip Garder and the Melrose Chancel Choir.

Envelopes!
Giving Envelopes for 2026 are now available! If you would like to have a box of envelopes, please email the office melrose@melroseunited.ca.

Your Help is Needed! 
Would you like to help out more on Sunday mornings? We are looking for volunteers to help with reading and greeting. If you can help or would like more information, please speak with Rosella if you are interested in reading or Libby if you are interested in greeting. Thank you!
[image: A blue and orange round logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Social Media at Melrose!
Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit:  www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch and  
www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

News From the Office
Please be sure to submit your church related news items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
[image: ]
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