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Sunday, April 26, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Earth Day Sunday II

Gathering In Community

 Please stand as you are able.

The LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

We acknowledge that our church is located on the traditional territories of the Erie, Neutral, Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee and Mississaugas. May we continue to live with respect on this land, and to live in peace and friendship with all its people in the spirit of truth and reconciliation.

The PRELUDE

The WELCOME

We enter the Sacredness of Worship…

The INTROIT ~ Alleluia, Christ the Lord is Risen, E. Daley

The CALL to WORSHIP

 The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy		           VU 271

The LIGHTING of the CANDLE of PEACE

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE 

[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]All: 	May we be aware of our carelessness and our wastefulness. May we commit to the changes that need to be made. Mother earth and Great creator; air, land, water and every living thing belong to you both: Give us the will and the courage to simplify the way we live, to reduce the energy we 

use, to share the resources you provide, and to bear the cost of change. Send us your Spirit of wisdom and vision for the future to which we are called. 

The Christ Candle is lit…

The PRAYER of CONFESSION

One:	Our beautiful blue and green home is an awesome, awesome gift. 
All:	Yet we trade clean air for the power of convenience, clean water for easy waste disposal, and wilderness for elbow room. 

One:	We marvel more at our inventions than over your creations. 
All:	Share your wisdom and teach us how to protect and restore the environment we have compromised.

One:	Guide us in living sustainably, being satisfied that “enough” is enough of a feast and not consuming more than we need. 
All:	Guide us to repair and replace our habitat, climate, and food web. 

One:	Send your spirit over the waters again; stir us to action, justice, and wise choices.
All:	We pray we can be a part of bringing back creation to glory and peace . Amen.

 A HYMN ~ God Is Here				           VU 389
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]

Time For the Children and the Child Within Us
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]
A CHILDREN’S STORY 

A CHILDREN’S HYMN ~ Clap Your Hands	           VU 294

Hearing and Responding to the Word

Reader ~ Dianne Coons

A READING from the BOOK of GENESIS, Chapter 9, verses 1-16

One:	The Word of the Lord	
All:	Thanks be to God.

 PSALM 24						          VU 750

A READING from the BOOK of ACTS, Chapter 17, verses 24-27

One:	The Word of the Lord	
All:	Thanks be to God.

The GOSPEL of JOHN, Chapter 1, verses 1-5

One: 	For the word of God in scripture, among us, and within us.
All:	Thanks be to God,

THOUGHTS for LIVING ~ 
“Ex Pulvere Venimus, From Dust We Came”

An ANTHEM ~  The Lord is My Shepherd, H. Goodall


 The OFFERTORY HYMN~ 
How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 	               v. 4, VU 344

Sing:	Jesus, my Shepherd, Brother, Friend,
	my Prophet, Priest, and King,
	my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,
	accept the praise I bring.

The OFFERING PRAYER

PRAYERS of BLESSING for EARTH DAY
from the works of  Richard S Gilbert.by permission

A LORD’S PRAYER
Written by Indigenous United Church minister, Rev. Anthony Snow

One:	Great Spirit, whose long house is in the sky, 
whose hunting ground is the earth,
mighty and fearful are you called.
Ruler over storm, over human, bird & beast,
over earth way, over skyway;
Find us this day our meat and bread,
that we may be strong in sharing what we are given.

All:	Put aside from us our wicked ways,
as we put aside bad works of them who wrong us.
Let us not be led into troubled roads
but keep us from all evil.
For yours is all that is:  the earth, the sky, streams and hills, the stars, the moon, the sun, and all that live and breathe the wonderful shining mighty, mighty Spirit. Amen



Sending Forth

 The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~  
O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go 			           VU 658

LIFE and WORK of the CHURCH

The COMMISSIONING and BENEDICTION

The CHORAL BENEDICTION ~ 
May the Peace of God Be Your Peace		          MV 222

[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]The POSTLUDE

If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests – please write your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book during the service.

Today’s greeters are Rick Maxwell and Graeme Luke


Life And Work of the Church

[image: ]Today! Sunday, April 26th ~ 
The Duet Club Presents:
From Far and Wide: A Salute to Canadian Music
Join Women of Song here at Melrose as they celebrate Canadian Music! Tickets: $25 Adults, $20 Seniors & Students, children under 12 free! Tickets available at the door.
[image: ]Saturday, May 2nd & 16th 
Knitting & Crochet @9:30 – 11:30
Bring your current project and materials, beginners welcome! Coffee, tea and snacks will be provided.
[image: ]
Friday, May 22nd ~ Progressive Euchre 
Doors open at 7pm, games start at 7:30pm sharp! Beginners welcome!

[image: ]Sunday, June 7th @noon ~ Wesely Case For Kids
Case for Kids is a fun filled fundraiser with music food and face painting at Bayfront  Park. Join the Melrose Movers 26 as a walker or a watcher  on June 7th. Your donations can be made online at Wesley Case for Kids https://wesley.ca/giving/case-for-kids/.  To join our team or for more information see Libby Cook. We hope to reach our goal of $1,000!

[image: ]Saturday, May 9th @ 5:00pm ~ 
Community Spaghetti Dinner
Join us for a Melrose Community Spaghetti Dinner to raise funds for our roof! We will be inviting members of the wider Melrose Community to join us for food and fellowship! Come and learn more about our community partners who share our wonderful space! Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for children 6-14, children under 6 are free! A family of 4 with children ages 6-14 is $60. Tickets are now on sale! Please email the office, melrose@melroseunited.ca for tickets. We accept cash, cheque or etransfer.

[image: A blue and orange round logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Social Media at Melrose!
Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit: www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch
and www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

News From the Office
Please be sure to submit your church related news items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
[image: ][image: ]
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35th Annual

Case For Kids

Help Local Kids and
Support Case for Kids!

wesley

Sunday, June 7, 2026
12 noon - 2:30 pm
Bayfront Park, Hamilton

Case for Kids is a community
fundraising event with food,
music, activities and fun

for all ages and all abilties.
This event raises funds for
Wesley's Children and Youth
programs in Hamilton, Halton
and Brantford.

Come join us! Participants
are encouraged to walk, run
or ride (bicycle, scooter, etc.)

g atyour own pace, around the

Bayfront Park pathway which
spans almost 1.5 km.

Make a donation, join'a team,

share on social media, and
come to Case for Kids!

wesley.ca/caseforkids
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MELROSE UNITED CHURCH

COMMUNITY
SPAGHETTI

DINNER
Fumdnaisen

Support our fundraiser by
enjoying a homemade
spaghetti dinner!

SPMTO7PM
MELROSE AUDITORIUM

All proceeds support
The Melrose Roof Fund

Tickets: Adults $25
Children 6 to 14 $10
Children under 6 FREE
Family of 4 $60
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MELROSE@MELROSEUNITED.CA





