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Sunday December 21st, 2025
Fourth Sunday in Advent
Gathering In Community
	
PRELUDE   Skating (A Charlie Brown Christmas), V. Guaraldi
					
WELCOME and LIFE of the CHURCH

A HYMN ~	People Look East		   		   VU 9
[bookmark: _Hlk136334686]
The LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & 
LIGHTING of the CANDLE of PEACE

[bookmark: _Hlk136334793]The CALL to WORSHIP

One:	Instead of waiting on presents and Christmas treats 
All:	We choose to wait for Christ. 

One: 	Instead of the way of consumerism and individualism 
All: 	We choose to seek your beloved community. 

One:	Instead of fear, hate, and complacency 
All:	We choose to love. 

One:	Instead of being bound by the pressures and expectations of the season
All:	We choose to trust in you. 

One:	Instead of everything else we could be doing in this busy time
All:	We choose to worship you.

The OPENING PRAYER

The PRAYER for FORGIVENESS 

The WORDS of ASSURANCE

One:	Today and every day, God loves us, forgives us, and sets us free. Today and every day, we remember that our living God endures forever. 

All:	God’s realm will never be destroyed. We will always have a place in God’s love. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk136335029][bookmark: _Hlk61239104][bookmark: _Hlk54083334][bookmark: _Hlk99093872][bookmark: _Hlk95724489][bookmark: _Hlk79396300][bookmark: _Hlk87428214][bookmark: _Hlk65482559][bookmark: _Hlk59013243]Time For The Children And The Child Within Us

Advent Candle Lighting

First three candles are lit….

One:	The hope candle reminds us of all the ways creation sings of God’s hope for the world, The peace candle reminds us of how we are called to build God’s dream of peace. The joy candle reminds of us how we are called to reflect God’s immeasurable joy. Today we focus on love. 

Opening of the Final Advent Box and Lighting of the Candle of Love

All:	May the gift of this candle’s warm flame, remind us of God’s gift of love.

[bookmark: _Hlk183084862][bookmark: _Hlk181276208][bookmark: _Hlk214881716]Christmas Pageant

Narration	~ Evan Marshall				

SCRIPTURE READING ~ John 1:1-4, 5, 9-14, 18b	   
Reader ~ Daniel Gammage      

A HYMN ~	Unto Us a Boy is Born                       VU 54, v 1,2,5 

Narration 						        

SCRIPTURE READING ~ Luke 1:26-38
Reader ~ Chris Palmer

A HYMN ~	Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming	               VU 8

Narration

A HYMN ~ O, Little Town of Bethlehem	                VU 64, v 1,2

(Mary & Joseph with baby go up the aisle during hymn and take seats at the manger scene).

Narration 

A SOLO ~ A Christmas Carol, N. Dello Joio
                  Allana Stevenson, soprano 

Narration 

A HYMN ~	Angels We Have Heard On High       VU 38, v 1,2 

(Angels move to the manger scene during this hymn.)

Narration 

(Shepherds please move to the manger scene when invited.)

A HYMN ~ Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                  VU 58 

 (All animals move to the front during this hymn.)

Narration  						            

A HYMN ~  Go Tell It On the Mountain                    VU 43, v 1,2 

(All the townspeople move to the front during this hymn.)

End of the Christmas Pageant

The INVITATION to the OFFERING

The OFFERING HYMN ~ What Child Is This              VU 74, v. 3

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh,
come one and all, to own him.
The King of Kings salvation brings;
let loving hearts enthrone him.
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste, to bring him laud,
the Babe, the son of Mary!

The PRAYER of DEDICATION

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE 

The LORD’S PRAYER

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory
Forever and ever.  Amen.

Sending Forth

[bookmark: _Hlk163548650]A HYMN ~ See Amid the Winter Snow                                VU 76

The COMMISSIONING

The POSTLUDE ~ Linus and Lucy (A Charlie Brown Christmas)		        V. Guaraldi

Today’s Greeters are Sandra Winninger and Gwyn Xagoraris




[bookmark: _Hlk151107311][bookmark: _Hlk161140647]If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests – please write  your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book during the service .
 





Life and Work of the Church

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT MELROSE 
December 24 @ 10.30 pm ~ Christmas Eve Service
A beautiful service of carols and readings to celebrate the birth of Jesus and the promise of peace, hope, joy and love. 
December 28 @ 10.30 am ~ Jazz Carols
And now for something completely different! Join us for an informal service in the church parlour.

[bookmark: _Hlk214444674][image: A poster of a candlelight service

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Wednesday, December 24th ~ 
Christmas Eve @10:30pm
A beautiful service of lessons, carols and readings to celebrate the birth of Jesus and the promise of peace, hope, joy and love.
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Sunday, December 28th ~ Jazz Carols @10:30am
And now for something completely different! Join us for an informal service in the parlour with Mary Parsons and our fabulous guest musicians!

[image: A blue and orange round logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Social Media at Melrose!
Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit:  www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch  www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

News From the Office
Please be sure to submit your church related news items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
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