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Sunday, June 1, 2025
Seventh Sunday of Easter
GATHERING IN COMMUNITY
	
The PRELUDE

The INTROIT ~ Christus Fackis Est, Nicolo Zingarelli

[bookmark: _Hlk199407021]The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ VU 336 Christ Whose Glory 
     Fills the Skies

The WELCOME and the LIFE of the CHURCH

The LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE & CANDLE of PEACE

the candles are lit…..
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The CALL to WORSHIP  

One:	We gather in this place, some of us are empty, some of us are filled, some whole, some broken.
All:	We gather here, yearning for the Holy Spirit to fill us.

One:	We come with many ordinary people, who have shown us the way;
All:	trusting that God will continue to illumine our hearts.

One:	We gather here, ready to hear the good news of Jesus Christ.
All:	That through the gift of grace, we may serve others; that healed, we may bring hope to the world.

One;	God is here.
All:	Let us worship!

The OPENING PRAYER

All:	Holy One, known to us in many ways but still unknown to us, we are together and we ask for your 

blessings as we rejoice as a community. Bless our worship together. May it also be a humble reflection of gratitude for who it is you have created us to be, each of us and us together. Bless our celebration that it be an expression of our joy in love and in health. Bless our laughter and let it be something that builds friendships and relationships. Bless our tears also and for the same reasons. If we encounter anyone who opposes us, bless them too. We humbly ask that fear and anger don’t find a voice today. We humbly ask that love gets the last word and the clearest expression. Bless our differences as a source of our strength and a sign of our respect for one another and our love for you. Bless those for whom it takes great courage to be here, that they may feel the abundance of life in such a way that it’s no longer just words on a page. We feel that we are called to speak and to hear your vision of justice and of peace. Help us do that well and do it faithfully. Bless each one of us here today with your presence and our presence, one with another. You are faithful to us, we want to be faithful to you, to each other and to the community around us. Amen.

(adapted words from togetherinworship.net)

The INVITATION to CONFESSION

The PRAYER of FORGIVENESS

All: 	We give thanks, merciful God, that in Christ, you seek to unite all things in heaven and in earth, and to reconcile all people to one another and to you. We confess that the new creation is not yet complete in us, and that we feel everywhere the barriers that separate humankind. Forgive us, and fill us with your Spirit of oneness. Reveal to us those places where pride and selfishness rebuild the walls once torn down in Christ; through the power of your Spirit. Amen.

(adapted words from Institute for Welcoming Resources)

The WORDS of ASSURANCE

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]TIME FOR THE CHILDREN AND THE CHILD WITHIN US

A HYMN ~ MV 1  Let Us Build a House 

HEARING AND RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Reader ~ Jan Landeen

The PRAYER of ILLUMINATION

[bookmark: _Hlk199406612]All:	Living God, in hopeful prayer we ask that you open our spirits, our minds, and our hearts as we listen with all our senses for your life-giving message in scripture today.  Amen.

The BOOK of Acts chapter 1, verses 1-11

One:	This is the Word of the Lord      
All: 	Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk199406761]PSALM 47 ~ VU 771

Refrain:	Praise to God who reigns above!  Hallelujah!

The GOSPEL of Luke chapter 24, verses 44-53

One:	This is the gospel of our Risen Lord
All: 	Praise be to our Lord Jesus Christ!

The REFLECTION ~ “Heaven on Earth”

[bookmark: _Hlk199407179]An ANTHEM ~ God Is Gone Up, G. Finzi

The INVITATION TO THE OFFERING:   

An OFFERING HYMN ~ VU 541 Praise God From Whom 
      All Blessings Flow

The PRAYER OF DEDICATION

All:	Divine Spirit of openness, we dedicate these gifts to the ministry of love and acceptance in the world. May we ever seek to use all of our resources to create a world and a church where all are welcomed and honoured, loved and fully known. This we pray in the name of Jesus, Amen.

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE 

The LORD’S PRAYER (A Paraphrase)  VU page 916

All:	Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
	Source of all that is and that will be.
	Father and Mother of us all,
	Loving God in whom is heaven:

	The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
	The way of your justice be followed by peoples of the world!
	Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
	Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.

	With the bread we need for today, feed us.
	In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
	In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
	From trials too great to endure, spare us.
	From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

	
		For your reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen
 
SENDING FORTH

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0][bookmark: _Hlk199407243]The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~ VU 705  For All the Saints

The BLESSING
One:	Walk in love as you go into the world.  Walk in peace with everyone you meet.
All:	And let us go with joy, for the Creator of all life goes
with us.

One:	May God’s grace touch your heart, mind and soul…This day and evermore.
All:	Amen!  Amen, Alleluia and Amen!

The CHORAL BENEDICTION ~ Amen, Amen, Amen.
 
The POSTLUDE

Today’s Greeter is Graeme Luke

If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests – please write your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book during the service.

Announcements
[bookmark: _Hlk193366053][bookmark: _Hlk199406798][image: ]
Today is Birthday Sunday!
We will be celebrating those who had birthdays in March, April and May. We will be serving delicious ice cream sundaes after the service. Please join us!

[image: ]A Special Birthday!
This week, we celebrate a very special milestone as Doreen McKerracher turns 101! 🎉🎂 Our Melrose family extends heartfelt wishes to Doreen for the happiest of birthdays! May this day be filled with love, joy, and the warmth of cherished memories!
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Did you know? Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit:  www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch
www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

Your Help is Needed!
Volunteers are needed for the Great Melrose Garage Sale on Friday June 6th to help with set up from noon to 3pm and on Saturday, June 7th from 8am to noon. Please speak to Gwyn or send her an email if you can help! gwynxag@gmail.com. Thanks!

TODAY!   Sunday, June, 1st @ 6:30pm ~ Westdale United Church
[image: A purple and white sign with text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Join multiple churches as we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the United Church of Canada together at Westdale United Church, 99 North Oval. If you would like to join the mass choir, just show up for rehearsal on Sunday, May 25th at 7pm at Westdale United.

TODAY!    Sunday June 1st @ 12:00pm to 2:30pm 
Wesley’s Case for Kids 
[image: A brochure of a group of people

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Today is the day we walk, run or ride with the Melrose Movers in Bayfront Park! For those who are interested in joining the team or would like to come out to beautiful Bayfront Park and watch, please meet in the parlour after coffee hour to pick out a shirt.  Thanks to everyone who donated to this year’s event. The amount continues to grow!  Donations will be accepted until the end of June.  You can donate on their website, https://wesley.ca/giving/case-for-kids/or speak with Libby.  

[image: A poster for a community knitting and crochet circle]Saturday, June 7th 
Knitting & Crochet @ 9:30 – 11:30
Bring your current project and materials, beginners welcome! Coffee, tea and snacks will be provided.

[image: A poster for a garage sale]The Great Melrose Garage Sale
Saturday, June 7th @ 8:30am to 11:30am
[bookmark: _Hlk198280786]Join us for a fantastic garage sale featuring a variety of household items, crafts, toys, furniture, and more! Most items will be priced at just $2.00, with a few exceptions.

[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm][image: A poster of a board game]Sunday, June 8th @ 2pm to 5pm ~ Board Games!

All ages welcome! Bring along your favourite board game. You do not need a partner. Entry fee, $5 for individuals, $10 for families.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday, June 15th
Celebrate the UCC’s 100th Birthday in Style!
Join us for a special worship service  and catered lunch as we celebrate 100 years of the United Church of Canada! Everyone is invited to dress in period costume—think suits and ties for the gentlemen, and hats, gloves, and vintage flair for the ladies.

If you have a family heirloom or item that’s around 100 years old, we’d love for you to bring it along! You can place it on the display table in the Parlour for everyone to enjoy.  Let’s make this a joyful and memorable celebration! Questions? Contact Libby or Gwyn.

Please RSVP regarding the lunch to Sue in the Church office, melrose@melroseunited.ca by June 10th! Thank you!
[image: A poster with text and flowers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Friday, June 27th ~ Progressive Euchre ~ Doors open at 7pm, games start at 7:30 sharp! Beginners welcome!

News From the Office
Please be sure to submit your items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
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