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Sunday, November 16, 2025
100th Anniversary Service
Gathering In Community

The PRELUDE ~ March from "The Occasional Oratorio", 
              G.F. Handel

The INTROIT ~ Kyrie Eleison, E. Daley 

The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
A Mighty Fortress is Our God                                         VU 262

The WELCOME and the LIFE of the CHURCH

The LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & 
            LIGHTING of CANDLE of PEACE

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE 

the Christ Candle is lit….
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
The CALL to WORSHIP 

One:	We are in a between time, between the past and the future.
All: 	God is in the space between past and future.

One:	We are in a place between what we know and what we will yet learn.
All:	God knows what we know and what we have yet to learn.

One:	We are in a reformation time, when the church must re-form into what God dreams.
All:	God is wisdom and knowledge that will guide the transformation.
One:	We open our hearts and spirits to experience the wisdom of the “in between” as we worship today because;
All:	God is in our in-between time.

The OPENING PRAYER

One:	Dreamers, planners, ministers, members, children, and donors; horses, wagons, bricks, mortar, wood, and workers; printers, singers, bakers, sewers, teachers, and leaders; 

All:	faith, hope, determination, unity, co-operation, and Spirit – Holy God, we rejoice at how you gathered all these things to make a church. 
 
One:	Today, as we celebrate and remember what you have done, O God, we give thanks for all the things that make us a church each day: 

All:	those around us here, loyal members and friends who cannot be here, the call of the gospel, and the wonder of Holy Love. 
 
Help us to find our way into the future, to stand up for your dream, O God, and share the grace we have received with all we meet. In the name of Christ our cornerstone and foundation, Amen.  

The PRAYER of FORGIVENESS 

One:	Gracious God, you call us to be the church to share with the world the Good News that we are all your beloved children and your presence is near.
Yet too often, we fear this call, worrying how it will change our lives. We are unsure of where your love will guide us, of the people you will call us to serve, of what we may have to give up, of the nature of the path that lies ahead of us.

All:	God, may your grace renew us.
Let us know ourselves as you know us, so that we will be the church you call us to be.
Let our fears be gone so that we go out into the world and proclaim that your kingdom is near! Amen.

Silence for personal reflection…..

The WORDS of ASSURANCE 

A HYMN ~ Lord, You Give the Great Commission     VU 512

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Time For the Children and the Child Within Us

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]A Children’s Story – Together We Are Our Church – Libby Cook

A HYMN ~
 Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet                  VU 245

Hearing and Responding to the Word

Reader ~ Gwyn Xagoraris

The PRAYER of ILLUMINATION

The BOOK of JEREMIAH, Chapter 29, verses 4 to 14
One:	The Word of the Lord	
All:	Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46                                                                            VU 770
Refrain: The God of Jacob is for us a refuge strong and sure.

The BOOK of COLOSSIANS, Chapter 3, verses 12 to 17

One:	Hear the Good News!
All:	Praise be to Jesus Christ!

The REFLECTION ~ “Dressing for Exile”

An ANTHEM ~ O Thou, the Central Orb, C. Wood

The INVITATION to the OFFERING 
  
The OFFERING HYMN ~  
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                  VU 541

Sing:	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
	praise God all creatures high and low;
	give thanks to God in love made known;
	Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

The PRAYER of DEDICATION

All:	Remembering the faithfulness of those who have gone before us, grateful that you call us to share in the joy of spreading your love, knowing that what we offer makes a difference in the healing of the world, we bring our gifts, O God. Bless them, bless us, and bless this church as we seek to serve you in all the places life calls us to be. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Communion service music ~ VU 936 “Communion Setting C”

The INVITATION to the TABLE

The GREAT PRAYER of THANKSGIVING

One:	The Lord be with you.	
All:	And also with you. 

One:	Lift up your hearts. 
All:	We lift them up to the Lord.  

One:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

One:	Blessed are you, gracious God, 
Creator of light, Giver of all life, Source of love…..

All:	Holy, holy, holy Lord….                                    VU 936
	
One:	Mighty and tender God, in Jesus of Nazareth
we recognize the fullness of your grace….

All:	Christ has died.                                                    VU 939
	Christ is risen.
	Christ will come again.

One:	Send, O God, your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, that all who share in this loaf and cup
may be the body of Christ….

All:	Amen, amen, amen.                                            VU 939
The LORD’S PRAYER

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory
Forever and ever. Amen.

The BREAKING of the BREAD, POURING of the Cup

The SHARING of the ELEMENTS

The ANTHEM ~ O Heavenly Father, T. Matthews

The PRAYER after COMMUNION

All:	Life-giving God, 
may we, who share Christ’s body, live his risen life; 
we, who drink his cup, bring new life to others; 
we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so that we and all your children shall be free,
and all creation will live to praise your name. 
Amen. 

Sending Forth

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
God Who Spread the Boundless Prairie                              MV 53

The COMMISSIONING

The CHORAL BENEDICTION ~ Hear Thou Our Prayer, E. Daley

[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]The POSTLUDE ~ Processional, G. Ives

Today’s Greeters are Keith & Barb Mann

If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests – please write your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book during the service.

Life And Work of The Church

[image: A cartoon of a bagpiper

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Thank you!
Thank you to Phil Farrauto for playing the bagpipes so beautifully for our Remembrance Day Service last Sunday! 

[image: ]Sunday, November 16th ~ 
Choral Evensong @5:00pm
TONIGHT! Join us at 5:00pm for a short evening service of beautiful music, quiet prayer and scripture with Rev Dr Philip Gardner and our Chancel Choir. 
[image: A poster with text and images]Saturday, November 22nd ~ 
Mistletoe Bazaar 9am to noon
Mark your calendars! This year’s bazaar is shaping up to be the best ever! This means its time to start baking cookies for our cookie walk (and freezing them!)  Please also consider baking squares or tasty treats for our bake table. Please speak to Gwyn or Libby if you can help! 

[bookmark: _Hlk213326169]Mistletoe Bazaar Online Ordering!
Our online store is now open and things are selling fast! Pre-order your sweet treats and avoid disappointment! All orders must be picked up on the day of the Bazaar, Saturday, November 22nd from 9am to noon. Please use this link to access our store,  https://melroseunited.ca/mistletoe-bazaar and click the Online Store button.


Friday November 28th ~ Progressive Euchre 
[image: A poster with text and flowers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Doors open at 7pm, games start at 7:30 sharp! Beginners welcome!

[image: A poster with a wreath and ornaments]Sunday, November 30th 
The Duet Club Presents ~ 
Christmas Time is Here! @ 2:30pm
Join Women of Song here at Melrose and kick-start the holiday season with a delightful afternoon of beautiful music. Women of Song will be joined by special guest Dave Siverns and other local musicians. Ticket Prices, Adults - $25, Students / Seniors - $20, Children 12 and under  are free. To reserve tickets, please send an e-transfer to theduetclub@gmail.com. Please include the attendee names in the message field. Tickets available at the door by cash or debit card.
[image: A christmas service invitation with a candle and a tree]Sunday, November 30th ~ 
Candlelight Carol Service @7:30
Join us for our annual Candlelight Carol Service with Rev Margo Feyerer. A service of beautiful carols and meaningful scripture for Advent!
[image: A poster with text and images of christmas movies
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Friday, December 12 ~ 
Christmas Movie Party! @5:30pm
Bring your family and friends and enjoy a Christmas Movie! Enjoy crafts, cookies and hot chocolate! A very special guest will be joining us!  Speak to Sally for more information.

[image: ]Sunday, December 14th ~ 
Board Games @1:00pm
Come on out and enjoy your favourite board or card game! There is a $5 entry fee, Children up to grade 1 get in for free! Bring along your favourite board or card game! Refreshments will be available.

[bookmark: _Hlk213326698]Can You Help?
Do you have unwanted gently used  blankets (single or double) and gently used ladies’ coats that you no longer need? Willows place needs blankets for their ladies in residence. Please bring in your donations by December 1st. Please drop off your donations at the church office or give them to Libby or Gwyn.

[bookmark: _Hlk201230688]Rental Groups at Melrose
[bookmark: _Hlk208389847]Melrose United Church is home to many community rental groups. Now that fall is here many are taking new members or have great services to offer! For the next few weeks, we will highlight one of these groups.
· Bach Elgar Choir
· Human Performance Solutions Mobile
· Royal Scottish Country Dancers
· Basketball
· Steel City Swing
· Women of Song
· Indoor Soccer
· Embers, Guides and Pathfinders
· Carpet Bowling
· Vocalway Vocal Instruction
· Tai Chi
· Music Together, Giggle and Groove
· Ball Hockey
· Sandra Ramunno, Piano Teacher
· Karate
· Ingelbert Lievaart II Photography
· Little Learning House Daycare
If you are interested in any of these groups or organizations, please contact Sue in the office for more information, melrose@melroseunited.ca.

Tai Chi at Melrose
Did you know? Tai Chi classes are held here at Melrose in the Bowling Alley on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7:30pm! Tai Chi is a Chinese mind-body practice that involves slow, gentle movements, deep breathing, and a meditative state, originating as a martial art but now widely practiced for health. It is a low-impact exercise known for improving balance, flexibility, and strength, and it can also help reduce stress and manage symptoms of some chronic diseases. Please speak to Sue in the office if you are interested!  

[image: A blue and orange round logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Social Media at Melrose!
Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit:  www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch and www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

News From the Office
Please be sure to submit your items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
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